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The ARGUMENT. 

The fourth battel continued, in which Neptune 
aflifts the Greeks: The adls of Idotneneus. 

NEPTUNE, concerned for the lofs of the Grecian?, 
upon feeing the fortification forced by Heftor, (ivho 
had entered the gate near the ftation of the Ajaxes) ajfumes 
thejhapt ^Galchas, and infpires thofe heroes to oppofe him: 
Then in the form of one of the generah^ encourages the other 
Greeks *vi:ho had retired to their njeffeh. The Ajaxes form 
their troops into a clofe Phalanx, and put a flop to Hedor 
and the Trojans. Server al deeds of valour are performed i 
Meriones lofing hisfpear in the encounter^ repairs to feek 
another at the tent of Idoroeneus ". This occafions a confer- 
fation between- thofe tivo ivarriors, ivho return together to 
the battel, IdometitViS fignalizes his courage aho^ve the reft ; 
he kil/s Othryoneus, Afiui, and Alcathous : De'iphobus 
and ^neas march againft bim^ and at length Idomeneus 
retires, Mcnelaus ^wounds Helenus and kills Pifander. 
The Trojans are repulfed in the left nuing ; Hedor fill 
keeps his ground againft the Ajaxes, V/y/ being gauld by 
the ijomwafUngers and archers^ Polydaraas ad'vifes to call 
a council ofnuar: Hedtor approqjcs his ad<vi^e^ but goes fir ft 
to rally the Trojans; upbraids Paris, rejoins Polydamas, 
rmets Ajax again, and renenus the attack, 

The.iight and fwentieth day ftill continues. The fcene is 
bet'ijueen the Grecian wall and the fea-Jbore. 
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WHEN now cheThund'f cr on the fca beat cooft 
Hid Bx'd great Hcaorzn^ his conquVing hoft ; 
He left them to the ^tes, in bloody fray 
To toil and (Irugglc thro' the well-fought day. 
Then torn'd to Thrada from the field of fight 5 

Thofc eyes, that Aed infuffcrable light. 

To 



V. 5. Then turn J to Thracia from the field of fight,"] One might 
fancy at the firft reading of this paflage, that Homer here turned afide 
from the main view of his Poem, in a vain oftentation of learniog, 
to amufe himfelf with a foreign and unnecelTary defcri^^tion. ^C \.V«. 
manners and cuiloms of thefe natioiiSt But ^^ ^i^ ^vA) >\'^r>^ 
A 7 Vx\s.x 
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To' where the Myfians prove their martial force. 

And: hard/i 7kracians. tame the favago horfe ;. 

And where the far-famM Hifpemolgian flrays, 

Renown'd for J4i(lice and for length, of days, . i o 

Thrice happy race ! that, innocent of blood. 

Prom milk,, innoxious, feek their (imple food : 

Jove fees delighted ; and avoids the fcene 

Of guilty Troy^. of arms, and dying men.; 

No aid, he deems^ to either hoft is giv'n,. 15. 

While his high law fufpends the pow'rs of heav'n. 



letter confidcration, thzt Jvpher'i turning aG^e \\h eye* was necefl*ary. , 
to the condtt^ of the. work, as it gives opportunity to Neptune to 
affift tht Greeks, and thereby caufcs all the adventures of this book. 
Madam Dacier is too refining on this occafion ; when ihe would have 
it, thzt yupiter's averting his r^es fignifies his aba^ndoning the Trojans j 
in the lame manner, as the Icripturc reprcfcnts the Almighty turning 
his, fate from thofe whom he deferts. But at this rate Jupiter t 
turning his eyes from the battel, muft defert hoth.theTro/Vw* and the- 
G reeks \ and it is evident from the context, ihit Ju^ter intended 
nothing lefs than to let the Trojans fuffer. 

V. 9. j4pd tubere (be far-fanid Hippemolgian firays*"] There is 
much difpute among the Criticks, which are the proper names, and 
which the epithets in. thofe verfes ? Some making dy^vo) the epithet 
to *V7r>Jffco^yo«, others far^nfcoAyot the epithet to dyuvo) ; and 
flJSiot, which by the common interpreters is thought only anepithet> 
is by Strata and Armianus Jjultfrcellinus Aiade the proper name of a< 
people. In this diverfity of opinions, I have chofen* that which I. 
thought would makjB the beft figure in poetry. It is a beautiful and 
aiojal imagination, to fuppo^e that the long life of the Hippemolglavs 
.'was an efFeft of their Ample diet, and a reward of their juitice : And 
that the Supreme Being, difpleafed at the continued fcencs of human. 
violence and diiTenfion, as it were recreated his eyes in contemplating 
jihc iimplicity of tliefe people. 

It is obfervable that the fame cuftom of living on milk, is preferved; 
^ this day. by the Tartars^, who inhabit the &me country^ 

Meant 
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. Mean time the * Monarch of the wat'ry aiain * N^pttmt* 

Obfcrv'd the Thund'rer, nor obferv'd in vain. 

In Bamotbracia^ on a mountain's brow, 

Whofe waving woods o'erhoag the deeps below, 20 

He fate i and round him call his azure eyes. 

Where Ida's raifty tops confus'dly rife ; 

Below, fair liion^ glitf ring fpires were feen ; 

Tlie croyded fhips, and fabte feas bef'twtei/ 

[There, from the cryftal chambers of the main, 25 

Emerged, he fate ; and mourned his Jrgi<ues flain. 

Axjovi incens'd, with grief and furyHuhg, 

P»oo€ dovm the rocky fleep he ruft'd along ^ 

Fierce 

T^ay* At ]ovt iueini^d, whb grief and fury ftungii 
FrenedowH the roify Jfeep be rujb^d—^ — —J 

Monf. ^la M^ti has playM the critick upon this pafTage a Httk 
vnadyifedly. *' Neptune, fays he, is hnpatient to aflift the Greeks, 
** Hofker tdls tis> that this God goes' firft to ^esk his chariot in a 
** certiia place > 'next he arrives at another place nearer the camp ; 
'' then he takes off his hotfes^ and then he locks them fa/^, to 
" fccnre them at his retom. The detail of fo many i)articularities 
" no way fuits the majie% of a Ood, or the impatichce in. which he 
*' is defer ibed.** Another French writer makes anfwer, that how- 
ever impatient Neptune is reprefcrited . to 'be, nohc of the Gods ever 
go to the war without their arms ; and the arihs, chariot and horfes 
of Neptune were at ^g^e. He makes bat fbor fleps fo^t thither 4 
fo that what M* de h Matte calls being flo\v, is fwiftnefs hfelf. 
The God puts on his arms, mounts his chariot, and departs ; no- 
thing is more rapid than his courfe j he flies over the Nvaters : The 
ferfes of Homer in that place run fwifter than the God himfdf. It h 
fofficient to have ears, to perceive the rapidity of Neptune^ chariot m 
the very found <ii thofe three lines, each of which is entirely com- 
pofed of da^tyles, excepting tint one fpoodee >»hich nuift neceffiurily 
terminate the «rfc. 
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Fferce as he pafl, the lofty mountains nod. 

The forefls fhake [ earth trembled as he trod, 30 

And felt the foofteps of th' immortal God. 

From realm to realm three ample drides he took, 

And^ at the fourth, the diflant ^^<^ (hook. 



} 



Far 

B? ^ IXaay iiei xvfiar*, oira'hXi ^\ Ktiri Jw* ayTw 
Tri^oa-vvn ^e ^oiKxarca h'frccfo, rot ^' lirirovro 

V. 29. Tte lofty moufitaiHS ncd, 

The forejii Jhake ! earth trcnJiled as be trod, 
jiftdfe/t the footfie^i of tb* immortal God.'\ 

Longihui confeffes himfclf wonderfully ftruck with the fublimity of 
'!^\% pa(&»B. That Critick, after having blamed the defe^^s with 
which JC£^ draws the manners of his Gods, adds, that he has^ 
n;uch tetter fuccceded in defcriBing their figure and perfons. He 
owns that he often paints a God fuch as he is, in all his majedy 
and grandeur, and without any mixture of mean and terrcftrial 
Tinxa%c% ; of which he produces this paiTage as a reiparkable milance, 
and o»e that had challenged the admiratioA of all antiquity. 

The book of PJahns aflbrds os a defcription of the like fublime 
manner of imagery, which is parrallel to this. G»d, ivben thott 
^loenCfi forth before thy people, when thou di'd*Ji march through the 
wldernefs, the earth Jhook, the heavens dropped at the prefence o/* God, 
even Slnsd t'tfelf %tfas moved at the prefence of God, the God of litztV* 
Pf.68. ^ ^ ^ -^ -^ 

V. 3a. ' Three ample ftrides he took.'\ This is a very grand 

imagination, and equals, if not tranfcends, what he has teigned be- 
ioK of the paflTage of this God. We are told, that at -four fteps he 
fetched ^g^e, which (foppofing it meant of the town of that name 
In Ettbeea, whkh lay the nighell to Thrace, is hardly lefs than a de- 
gree at each ftep. One may, from a view of the map, imagine him 
ftriding from promontory 10 promontory, his firft ftep on mount 
Athos, his fecond on Pallene, hi» third upon PeUon, and his fourth in 
Euhtea, Dacier is net to be forgiven foe omitting this miraculous 
(ircumftance, which fo perfectly agrees with the marvellous air of the 
whole paflage, aad without which the fublime image oi 'Homer is not 
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Far in the bay his (hioing palace (lands. 
Eternal frame! not rais'd by mortal hands: 35 

This having reached, his brafs-hoof 'd deeds he rcin^ 
Fleet as the winds^ and deckM with golden manes. 
Refulgent arms his mighty limbs infold. 
Immortal arms, of adamant and gold. 
He mounts the car, the golden fcourge applies, 40 

He (its fuperior, and the chariot flies : 
His whirling wheels the glafTy furface fweep ; 
Th' enormoas monfters roUing o*er the deep. 



V. 33. TbeJiJIant JE%9 Jhook.] There were three pIa<-«^ 

of this name, which were all facred to Neptune \ an illand in the 
Mgean fea, mentioned by Nic^Jiratus, a town in Pekponnefus, and 
another in Euboea. Homer is fuppofed in this pafTage to fpeak of the 
laft : but the queftion is put, why Neptune who flood upon a hill in 
Sametbrace, inftead ©f going on the lot to Troy, turns to the right, 
and takes a way contrary to that which leads to the army ? This 
difficulty is ingenioufly folved by the old Scboliaft ; who faysj that 
Jupiter being now on mpunt Ida, with his eyes turned towards 
Hirace, Neptune could not take the dire£l way from Sanwtbrace to 
Troy without being difcovered by him, and therefore fetches this 
compafs to conceal himfelf. Euftathha is contented to fay, that the 
Poet made Neptune go fo far about, for the opportunity of thofe fine 
defcriptions, of the palace, the chariot, and tlie paflage of this God. 

V. 43. Ti&' enormous monfters rolling o*er the deep. This defcription 
of Neptune rifes upon us : his pafTage by water is yet more pompous 
than thit by land. The God driving through the feas, the whales 
acknowledging him, and the waves rejoicing and making way for 
their monarch, are full of that marveUous fo natural to the imaginu- 
tion of our author. And I cannot but think the verfes of yirgii in 
the fifth jEneid are fhort of his original : ' 

Ceeru/eo per fumma levii volat ajuora curru r 
Subftdunt unday tumidum^ue fub axe tonanti 
Sternitur aquor aquis ; fugiunt vaflo athere nimbi. 
Turn ntaria comitum faciei, immania cete. Sen, 

I fancy Scaliger himfelf was fenfible of x,\i\s, \>^ ^a'i^^Kvcs^ vsw^^««fc 
a paifage which hy fo obvious to comp^iufoa. . 



} 
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Gambol around him on the waf ry way ; 

And heavy Whal^ in aukward' meafures play : 45: 

The {ea fubiidiag fpread^ f level plain. 

Exults, and Qwns the monaicLof the main ; 

The parting waves before his courfers .fly : 

The wondVing waters leave his z%\p dry, 

JDeep in the liquid r^^^ons lies a c^ve ;. 50 

Setween where Tenedos the Airge» lave^ 
Atid rocky Imbrus breaks the rolling wave : 
There the great ruler of the azure round 
Stop'd his fwift chariot, and his fteeds unbound. 
Fed with ambrpfial herbage from his hand,. 5^; 

And link'd their fetlocks with a golden band,. 
Infrangible,, immortalt: There diey Hay. 
The father of th^ 9oods purfues his w^y ; 
W^ere, liks 2l t^mf^ft d^rif^'nipg heav'n around^ 
Or fiery deluge that devours the ground, 60^ 

Th* impatient 7rtf/a»i in a gloomy throng,. 
Embatterd roll*d, as HeObr rulh'd along* 
Tq th^ loud tumult ai^d the barb'j-ous cry-» 
The heavenis re echo, and die fliores r^ply; 
They vow defhu^^ion to the Grecian name^ 65. 

And in their hopes^ the fleets already flame. 

But Neptiffff, rifing from the feas profound^ 
The G^ whofe earthquakes rock the folid ground. 

Now 
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Now wears a ihortal form ; like Calchas feeo. 

Such his loud voice, and fuch his manly mien ; 75 

His ftiouts ihcefiant ev*ry Cretk iufpire, 

But mod th* Jijaetiy adding fire to fire. 

'Tis yoar»9 O warriors, all our hopes to raife % 
(^ recoUedi your ancient worth and praife : 
'Tis yours to fave as, if you ceafe to fipir ; 75 

Plight, more than fhameful, is deftro(^iVe here. 
On other works dio* T^roy with fury fall. 
And pour her ariivi«» 0*er Oar hattc^d wall;> 
There, Greece has ftrength : bat this, thii part o^erdut>vi^v 
Her (Irength were vain ; I dread for yoil akme. Six 

Here HeSlor rages like the force of fire^ 
Vaunts of his Gods, and calls high Jvve his iire; 
If yet fome heav'irfy pow'f yoar breafl attite, 
Breathe in your hearts, and firing yoili^ arms io ^'^y 

Greece- 

V: 79, n • v ^ h fori f erthffftohi 

Herjirengtb were vaiJ^i I dnadfvifeu aiMU,J. 

'TfhMt addrefs, and at the fame time, what ftrength is there in thefe 
words ? J^epjune tells the two Jfiaces, that he is only afraid for their 
pDft, and that the Creeks will periih by that gate, fince it is He^for 
^0 affauhs it t ait every other quarter, the TrojaxsmW be repulfed. 
It may therefore be properly faid, that the>^cA only are vanquifli'd^ 
and that their defeat draws def^ruAion upon all the Greeh, I don^t 
think that any thing better could be invented to animate oooragiou^- 
Men, and maJce them attempt even impoiTibilitier.- Djkmt.- 

V. 83, Ifyrf fiff^t heavenly fewer. \ Here ffeffunt, confiderin^ 
how the Oreeks were difcouiaged by the knowledge that Jupiter af- 
flfted HeSor, inCnuatcs, that noiwithftanding HtBor*^ confidence in 
that affifiance^ yet the powcx of fomc other 0<Qd s^^^. o^^^i^^^.v^'^i^ '\r. 
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Greece yet may live, her thrcatned fleet maintain, 85 

And He^or^s force,, and JW^'s own aid, be vain. 
Then with his fcppire that the deep controub, 
He touched the chiefs, and fleerd their manly fouls : 
Str^ngth^ not their own,, the touch divkie imparts, 
Prompts their light limbs, and fwells their daring hearts. 9a 
Thea as a falcon from the rocky height. 
Her quarcy feen^ impetuous at the iight 
Forth- fpringing inftant, darts herfelf from high. 
Shoots on the wing, and ikim$ along the iky : 
Such,*^«nd fo fwift, the pow'r of Ocean flew ; 9^ 

T^ wide ly)rizon ihut him from their view. 

Th* infpiring God, Ci/f«j' adtive fon 
Perceived (he firfl, and thus to Telamon, 

Some God, my friend, fome God in human form 
FavVing defcends, and wills to ftand the florm. 100 



on their part j wberein he alludes to his own aiding them, and fcemS' 
not to doubt his ability of coatefting the p^int with Jove^ himfelf. 
'Tis with the fame confidence he afterwards fpeaks to Irh, of him- 
felf and his power, when he refufes to fubmit to the" order of Ju- 
fiur \n the fifteenth book. Euftathius rexmrksy what an incentive 
it muft be to the Ajaca to hear thofe who could fiand againft He^or 
equalled, in this obhque manner, to the Gods themfdvcs. 

V. 97. Tbl" infpiring God, 0'iit\x% aiivve f<m Pcrceivdtbejirfi,\ 

The rcafon has been afked, why the \t^tt Ajax is the firft to perceive 
the afiiftance of the God ? And- the ancient folution of this queftiun 
was very ingenious : They faid that the greater Ajax being flow of 
9;«pichenfion, and naturally valiant, could not be (enfible -lb foon of 
this acceflion of ihength as the other, who immediately perceived it, 
at Aot swing ib much to his natural courage^ 



Not 
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Not Calcbas this, the venerable feer ; 

Short as he turned, I (aw the pow*r appear : 

I mark'd bis parting, and the Heps be trod; 

His own bright evidence reveals a God. 

£v*D DOW fome energy divine I (hare, ro; 

And feem to walk oa wings, and tread in an* f 

With equal ardour (Telamom returns) 
My foul is kimfled, and Ktjhofom hwnai 
New rifing fpirits all my force alannr. 
Lift each impatient limb, and brace my arm. i xo 

This ready arm, unthinking, fhakes the dart % 
The Uood pours back, and fortifies my heart ; 
Sbgly metbinks, yon' tow'ring chief I meet. 
And Ibetch the dreadful He^or at my feet. 

Full of the God that urg'd their burning breaft, 1 1-; 
The heroes thus their mutual warmth exprels'd^ 
Neptune mean while the routed Greeks infpirM ; 
Who breathlefs, pale, with length of labours uVd, 
Pant in the fhips ; while Trey to conquefi calls. 
And {warms victorious o'er their yielding walls : 120 



V. 102. Short M hi turtCd, Jfawthefow'r,] This opinion, that 
the majefty of the Gods was fuch that they could not be feen face ta 
face by meny ieems to have been generally received in moft nations. 
Spwdanus obferves, that it might be derived from facred truth, and 
founded upon what God fays to Mofu in Exodus, ch. 33^. v. 20, 23 » 
Man Jhall not fee me and live : Thou fiak fee my back parts, but nt^ 
face tiou ff>alt not bebuld. For the farther particulars of this notioa 
among the Heathens, fee the notes on lib, i. v, 268, and on the 
5th, V. 97U 
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Trembling before the uspendlog fiona they lie. 

While tears of xagis Hand burning in their eye. 

Greece funk they though^- and this their fatal hour; 

But breathe new course as they ieel the pQW>« 

Teucer and Leitus £rfl his words excite ;• i«2j^. 

Then Hern Peneleus x\Se^ to the £ght i 

7hoaj, Dnpyrus, in army renowa'd, 

And Merton next, th' impulfiye fury found; 

Laft Nejforh fon the fame bdd ardour takes^ 

While thus the God tb« martial fire awakes. 1 5D 

Oh lading io&my, oh dire difgrace 
To chiefs of vigVous youths and manly race! 
I traded in tl>e Gods, and you, to fee 
Brave Greece vi^rk>us, and her navy free ; 



V. 131* IJ^ Jffeech of NcptUBe o tie Greeks.]. Aft«r Neptune ifr> 
Bis former difcourfe to the Ajaces, who yet maintained a retreating 
fight, had entoarttgpd them tw wMtftand the attack of the Trc;a«5 5 . 
he now addcefles himfelf to thole, who havias fled out of th» battei, 
and retired to the ihips, had giren up all for loft. Thefe he endea- 
vours to bring aga»o Uk th^ e«gpgBiDtnt> by, one of the moft aoble- 
and fpiritcd fpeeches of the whole liiad. He re^refents that their 
px(tBt miferable condition i$rae^ not to bt Hnpvted to their want of • 
power, but to their want of refolution to withftand the enemy^. 
whom by experience they had often found unable to refift them; 
But what is particularly artful, while he is endeavouring to prevail' 
upon them, 2S> that he does not attribute their prefent dejection of 
mind to a cowardly fpirit, but to a refentment and indignation or 
then* General's ufag© of their favotuite hero Acbilliu With thfr fame 
fbftening art, he tells them, he fcoms to fpeak thus Xb cowards^r 
hut is only concerned for their mifhehaviour as they arc the braveft 
of the army. He then exhorts them for their own fake to avoid 
4elhis£tion, which would certainly be inevitable, if for a' moment^ 
longer they delayed' \q oppoft ia imminent s danger. 

Mi. 
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Ah no the glorioui cembate yoo difclainiy 1^3 5: 

And one black day clouds ail Kcr former fame; 

Heav'hs ! wlvu a prodigy thde cycp furwy, 

Unfeen, imthought, 'tiU^ thit an^a^ing day ( 

Fly we at^iength from froy\ <>fticoQqacr*^awis7 

Aqd falls our fleet by fuck* inglorioos hands I 1 ^ 

A rout undifcjplin'dy a ftraggling traib^ 

Not bom to glories of the dufiy plain ;• 

Like frighted £iLwns from hill (o hill porfu'd, 

A prey to tv^ry. favage of the wopd-: 

Sh^U thefe, fo late who trembled at your name^ %^, 

Jfevade your camps, involve your (hips in flame J 

A change fo (hamefcd, f^y what caofe har wrought? 

The foldiers bafene^, or the general's fauk? 

Fools ! will ye periih for your leader's vicf?' 

The purchafe infamy, and life the pnce! t«sp 

'Tis not your caufe, Achilles* injured fame v 

Another's i» the; crime, but your's the IHame; 

Grant tha( our chief offend thro^ rage or luft^ 

Muft you be cowards, if our King's onjuft ?' 

%^j^j. A m^imdifSf^"4i,iU,\ Itnuiflatcthisliae^'. 

with allofion to thi w^nt if n^iMtacy dUcipline among the Barha*^ 
rians, fo often hinted at in Homer, He is always oppofing to this, 
I|ie^a6| aikd regular dUpo&tion of his Greeks, anfi i|^cordiog)y a kvf 
finCA ^(tgff we arc tola that thtQacian phalanxes weie fuchi thatr 
itttfx or ili«ig!na fioadi ao^ luw £^^ 

Prevent 
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Prevent this evil, and your couhtry fave : 155 

Small thought retrieves the fpirits of the brave. 

Think, and fubdue ! an daflards dead to fame 

I wafte no anger, for they feel no fhame : 

But yoo, the pride, the flow'r of all our hoi!. 

My heart weeps blood to fee your glory loft \ 160 

Nor deem this day, this battel, all you lofe ; 

A day more blacky a fate more vile, enfues. 

Let each reflef^, who prizes fame or breath. 

On endlefs infamy, on inftant death. 

For lo ! the fated time, th' appointed (hore ; 165 

Hark ! the gates burft, the brazen barriers roar f 

Impetuous He^or thunders at the wall ; 

The hour, thcfpot, to conquer, or to fall. 

The words the Grecians fointing hearts infpire. 
And lift'ning armies catch the godlike fire. ij^ 

V. 155. Prevent this evil, &c.J The veric in tke onginal, 

may be capable of receiving another knCt to this dfc£i, " If it be 
** your rcfentment of Agamemnon^ z ufage of Aibilks, that with-hold$ 
•' you from the battel, that evil (viz, the diifenfion of thofe two 
** chiefs) may foon be remedy'df for the mindi of g^od men are eafily 
** cahCd and co7n^s*d,*^ I had once tranflated it, 

ihetr future frifeivitb fpeed we, fiall redrefi. 
For noble minds are foon combos' d to peace. 

But upon confidering the whole context more attentively, the other 
explanation (which is that of Didymus) appeared to me the mere 
natural and unforced, and I have accordingly followed it*^ 

Fix'd 
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FkM at his poft was each bold Ajax foond. 
With well-rangM fquadrons (iFongly circled round r 
So clofe their order^ fo difpos'd their £ght. 
As Pallas* felf might view with fix^d delight ; 



V. 172. Fix'd at his. pofi voai each bold Awl found, &c.] We 
muft here take notice of an old ftory, which however groundlefs 
and idle it feems^ is related by Plutarch, Fhtlaftratus, and otherr* 
** GaniSior the fon o{ Amphidamas King oi Eubeea, celebrating with 
<< all folemnity the funeral of his faOber, proclaimed according to 
" cuftom feveral publick games, among which was the prize fur 
" Poetry. Homer and Hefiod came to difpute for it. .After they had 
" produced feveral pieces on either fide, in all which the audience 
'^ declared fior Homer, Panides, the brother of the deceafed^ who fate 
" as one of the judges, ordered each of the contending Poets to re- 
" cite that part of his works which he efteemed the beft. Heficd 
'* repeated thole lines which make the beginning of his iecond book> 

"AfX*^* «V»frtf uforoto rliv^o'oiiuveUfh kc, ^^ 

" Homer anfwer'd with the verfes which follow here; But the Prince 
" preferring the peaceful fubjeft of H^od to the martial one of 
** Homer 5 contrary to the ezpe£Utioii of all^ adjudged the prize to 
" Hefiod,** The Commentato.s upon this occafion are very rhetori- 
cal, and wiivetfally exclaim againft fo crying a piece of injuftice : All 
the hardeft names which learning can furnifli, are very liberally be- 
ftow'd upon poot Pamides, Spondanus is mighty fmart, calls him 
Midat, takes him by the ear, and a/ks the dead Prince as many in- 
fulting ^ueftions, as any of his Authot^s own Heroes could have done» 
I>a6er with all gravity tells us, that pofterity proved a more equita- 
ble judge than Panides, And if I had not told this tale in my turn, I 
muft have incurred the cenfure of all the fchoolmafters in the nation. 
V. 173. So clofe their order, &c.] When Htmer retouches the 
fame fubjed, he has always the art to rife in his ideas above what he 
faid b^ore. We ihall find an inftance of it in this place; if we 
cfimpare this manner of commending theexaft difcipline of an army, 
with what he had made nfe of on the fame occafion at the end of 
the fourth Iliad, There it is faid, that the moft experienced warrior 
could not have reprehended any thing, had he been led by Pallas thro' 
the battel 5 but here he carries it farther, in affirming that Pallas and 
the God of War themfelvej^ muft have admired this difpofition of th« 
Grecian forces. Euftatbiust ^ 
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OrhaddieGod^imuriiidiB^dlkiseycsy 17^ 

The God of war Jiad own'da juft furprixe. 
A cboTcn Phalaio^ finii» refohr -d as Fatc^ 
DefeeiidiBg-l{r2iS«'aad liis battd-ivak. 
An iron icene gleams dreadful o*er the fields, 
Annoar in annoor locked, and fhields in (hields, i %o 

'Spears lean on ^pears^ on targets targets throngs 
<iIclaBsftacklo^hciiiiSy and ■urndforefiMm along. 
The floadi^ pkiaMs fmnimibcr'd wave above, 
■As when an earthquake fiirs the nodding grove; 
And levdl^d at the fides With pointing rays, 1 8; 

•Their brandiQrM-hmcss at each motion bfaoe. 

Thus breathti^death» i& tenibk^arfay. 
The clofecoDpaidfd ifgioiis-tfrgVl ^leir way : 



▼. 177. A^€kipmFhiakmC9tJ^9 itt^l Homer in thefe lines bof 
j^^tta OS adeicirypdoa ci^t tmaaoX. Ph&UmK, vrhich eonfifted of 
icveral raoks of iB<a cl«feiv -naged in this erckr* The firft lina 
ibod with their fpears levelled direAly f<Mnii<trd ; the fecond rank 
being armed with /pears tvro cubits longsr, levelled them likewife 
.^ward through the interftiees «f the firft ; and the third in the fame 
manner held forth their fpeers jet longer, through the two fofmer 
jDsnks ; fo that the- points ii the l^ears of three uMiks terminated in 
one line. All the other -noks (hood with their (pfcars ereded, in 
rcadioefs to advance, and fill the vaeant places <j/[ faeh as fell. This 
is the account £4j^<i/i&f«i gives of the 'Phalan)t, Which he obAfrves 
mas only fit for a body of tnen ading on the ddfenfive, but improper 
int the attack : Anid accordingly Himer here only deferibcs the Greeks 
ordering their battel in this manner, when they had no other view 
'but to fiand their ground agatnft the furious aflault of the Trhjans* 
The-iame Commentator obferves from Herm$iytUh ^n ancient ^iter 
of Taaickty that this manner of Ordering the Phalanx vras after- 
wards introdoced among the Sfartaiis by Lyetirguh among the Ar-- 
Set by Lyfander^ among the Tbddm hj^£jfammadasy and among 
Macedonians \xjf Cbari(Umus» 

Fierce 
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Fierce tfaey- drove on^ impatient to deftroy) 

7«y charg'cLthe iiil^ and Ee^r firft of Trey. i^ 

As from fome mounuin's craggy forehead torn,. 

A rock's rouod fragment flies^ with fury bom^. 

(Which from the ^bborn flone a torrent rends) 

Precipitate the pond'rous mafs defcends : 

From ftep to ^ep the roliiag r^iin bounds ;: 19}: 

At ev*ry (hock the duckling woodrefounds^ 

stai 

V. 19 X. At frtm fome mountmm craggy J^eiead t^/t, Ste.'} TUs 
h one of the nobleft fimlles in all Homer, and the moib juftly corre- 
iponding in its circumftances to the thing defcribed. The furious 
defcent of .^#^«» from the wai^xepfeieated by a iioae that fties ftcm 
the top of a rock, the hero puAed on by the- fuperior force of y*^- 
ttr, as the ftone driven by a torrent; the ruins of -the wall falling- 
after him, all things yielding before him, the clamour and tumult 
around him« all imaged. In the violent bounding and kaping of the 
ftone, the crackling of the woods, the (hock, the noife, the rapidity, 
the irrefiftibility,. and the augmentation, of force-in it* progrefs: All 
thefe points of likeneTs make but the firft part of this admirable 
fimile. Then the- fud^en.ftop of the ftone vihea it come to the plaio>^ 
as of HeSor at the phalanx of the J^acet (alluding alfo to the natural 
fituation of the ground, 'i/«^0r ruftiing down the declivity of the 
ihore, and being ftopped on the level of the fea :) And laftly, the 
junmobility ef i^oj^h when. To ftopped, the- enemy being ai un^le to 
jjMve hun;back« <a8 he to,gpt forjvard : This laft^ branch of the com- 
fiarifo I is t^e -hap^ft intjtbe world, and tho^ not hithexto obferved,, 
4»jwhat:mcth|iixks malvs ^e principal beauty and force .of it. The 
ipaj^'n copied by Plrgil, Mn* \%. 

jic 'VtliUl mmtit Jasfwn de vtrtUe prefceps. 
Cum ruit avulfum vetttp, feu turi4du»imber 
Frohit, out annis fohit fuhlafja vetvftas : 
Fertur in abruftum magm$ mon% imprUus a{fu 
Sxuhatfue fiU^ Jyhas, armenta, virofque. 
Iftvoheus fecum. Disjeda .par agmina Tumuir 
^f A iirkis.rwt.-ad m u fm. — < 
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Still gath^iing force, it fmoaks ; and, urg*d amain. 
Whirls, leaps, and thunders down, impetuous to the plain : 
There flops — So HeSlor, Their whole force he prov'd, 
Refiftlefs when he rag'd, and when heftopt, unmov'd. 2co 

On him the war is bent, the darts are fhed. 
And all their faulchfons wave around his head : 
Repulsed he (lands, nor from his fland retires ; 
Bat with repeated fhoats bis army fires. 
Tr^ans f be firm ; this arm fhall make your way aoj 
Tbro^ yon' fqoare body, and that black array : 

And Taji has agiin copied it from yirgil'm his i8th book. 
S^al gran Jajfo tal hor, (hi o ia vttcbiezxa 
Sohe da un motue, cJviUe ira df venti_^ . 

Buiomfa dirupat i porta, t fpezza 
LefehMf e con It cafi anco gli amunti 
% Tal gB trabea de la fublimt a&ezza 

Vlforrihil trove. e mtrlt, if artm, egente, 
Die la fcrre a fuel mote une, e duo crolli \ 
trcmar It mura, e rimbomharo i colli* 

It if but joftxce to Hmtr to take notice bow infinitely infcrii^r both 
thefe fiiniles are to their original. They have uken the imnge with- 
oat the likeneft, ani loft thoA; correipboding circumi^ances which 
wife the juftnefs and foUimity of Homtr*s, In yirgil it it only the 
violence of Turnut in which the whole application confUH t and in 
*raJfQ it has no farther allufion than to the fall of a tower in generaL 
There is yet another beauty in the numbers of this part. As the 
verfes themfelves make us fee, the found of them makes us hear, 
what they reprcfcnt j in the noble roughnels, rapidity, and fonorous 
cadence that diftinguiihes them. 

*Pi?f «f, dfffpir^ of^Sfoi avoti,^^ ?;^«I» ireTfuiq, See. 

The tranflation, however ihort it falls of thefe beauties, may ferve to 
ihew the reader, that there was at lead an endeavour to imitate them. 

Siand> 
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Sumd, and my fpear fhall root their fcatt^ring powV, 

Strong as they feero, eaabatterd like a towV. 

For he that 7^^^^^ heav'nly bofom warms. 

The fird of Gods« this day iDfpires our arms. 210 

He faid, apd rouz^d the foul in ev^ry breaft*; 
UrgM with defire of &me, beyond the t^. 
Forth march*<i DtipMus ; but marching, held 
Befpte his wary iieps, his ample IhiekL 
Bold MerioH aim'd a ftroke (nor aim'd it wide) .21$ 

Thcglitt'ring jay'iinpierc'dihc topgh buU-hide;: /., 
But pierced not thro' : Unfaithful to his4»and. 
The point broke (hort, and fparkled in the fand.. : 
The Trojan warrior, touched with timely fear. 
On the raz'd orb tQ diftance bore the fpear : ' 220 

The Gr^>( rcitreating mourned his fruftrate blow. 
And curs'd th^ ireach'rbus lance that fpar'd a foe jT 
Then to the fhips wiih furly fpeed he went. 
To feek a forer jav'lin in his tent. 

Meanwhile with riilng rage the bsutel glows, 225 

The tumult tliickens, and the clampur grows. 
By Teucer*s arm the warlike Imbrius bleeds. 
The fon of Mentor rich in gen'rous deeds. 
E'er yet to Troy the fons of Greece were led. 
In fair Pedteui" verdant paftures bred, 230 

The youth had dwelt; remote from war's alarms. 
And blefs'd in bright Medeficafie'%^xm% : 
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(!rhisjiyin{4i» ihthmt of Priam's r^v'Md joy, 

i^lly'd the warrior to the houfe of TVfi)^.) 

To Troy, when gloiy callM his arms, he came, .23; 

And matched tlie braved of her chiefs In fame : 

With Priam^B foot, a guardian of -the throne. 

He liv^d, 1)elov-d^and honoorM as 'his own. 

Him Teueer pierc'd^ietween the throat and car^: 

He groans beneath the Telam§mani^ptmti 2^9^ 

Afli^from fome ftf'feeii monntaih^ aiiy crbwii> 

Sttbdu'd by ftedv a taU a(h tiftnbks down. 

And foils its verdant trcfiea on the ground s 

So ialls the- youth { liis arms the fall Tefouad. 

Then Tsucer Yulhing to delpoil the dead, 24; 

Vum He£iorh hand a flutaing^javlin fled: 

He iaw, and thtinM the death ; the forcefiit dart 

€ung on,'.andi|>ieicM Jfi^Hmachus Im heart, 

Oeatus" fon, oilftptuni^hfnSiti line^ 

Vain was his courage, and his race divine? 250 

Frofbate he falls $ JUb clanging arms lelound. 

And his broad buckler thunders on the grocmd. 

To feize his beamy helm the victor £iea. 

And jnft had faft'ned on the dazHng |>riee^ 

When Jjax" manly arm a jav'iin flung; 255 

Full on the (hield's round bofs the weapon rung ; 

He felt the Aodc, nor more was doom'd to fed. 

Secure in mail, and fheath'd «n ihuung ttxA* 

% Repulsed 

O 
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RepalsM he yields; the vidor Greeks -ohtM, 
The fpoils contefted, and bear ofFthe ilaim* 260 

Between the leaders of th' Athenian line, 
(StichiitsXhthtvre^, Meheftheus the. dvmtjs^) 

Jmki»4.rettmta thfi fierce Jjaces) pjcitso* 

As. two grim lipns bear acrofs Ac Uwu, 26$ 

Snatd^M'from deirourmg Jioands, a flaughterM &vtm; 

In thftr fell jaws high tifusg thro' the wood,' 

And fprmkliog ^the ihrubs with <iiopt o£ Uood ; 

Spthffi^jb^ cbief^} GxtSitAJa^. from: th« dead 

Strips, jiis bdght arjusj, Oi'Ieui lops ,hU, head.: 270 

Tb(s*d tik« a ha\\, aq4 whirled In fur away. 

At Heffar*siett thegoary rifage lay. 

The God of Oceaa Md with ftem difddn, 
Ajad pi^rc^d with iori^w for his • gFAndfoD: flaia, . 
loTpires the Gr^citm hear^ confirms (heir handst, 275 
And breadies ,de(ba£tion on ikt.Trojan ban^s. 
Swift as a whirlwind ruflihig to the fleet, . 
He finds the ]ance*fam'd Idomen oi Cretan 

* jimfbipuifkus. His 

V.278. Idom^ 0/ Crete] Idomenetts appears at. large in this 
hopkf whofe charafter (if I take it right) is fuch as we fee pretty 
often in, common Ufe : A perfon of the firftTank, fufficient enough, 
of his high .iirth, grpwing into ye^rs, confciovs .of his decline of 
ftrength ani". a£^ive qualities j and therefore endeavouring to make 
it up to himfelf in aignity, an4 to preferve the .veneration of 
othersl The true cifture of a ftiff old foldicr, not willing to lofe 
any of th^ reputation he has acquired; yet not inconfiderate in 
*u»ger> but hy the fcoTe of his age, tad b^ Yaa w^woR^Nst^^v 
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His pcnfivc brow the gen'rous care cxprcft 

With which a wounded foidier touched his brealt^ 280 



become too cautious to-^ngage witb any great odds againft him : Vety 
careful and tender of his foldiers, whom he ha^ commanded fo long, ' 
that they were become oM acquaintance \ (fo that it was with ^neat 
judgment Homer chofe to introduce him here> in performing a kind 
office to one of them who was wounded.) Talkative upon fubjeOs 
of war, as afraid that others might lofe the memory of what he had 
ddnc in better days, of which the loiig converfation with Merhnes 
and Ajax"^ reproach to him in //. 23. v. 478. of the original, are 
fufficent proofs. One may obferve feme ftrokes of lordlinefs and ftate 
in his charadler : That refp^A jSgamtmnon feems careful to treat him 
with, and the particular diftin£lions fhewn him at table, are men- 
tioned in a mawier that infinaates they were points upon which this 
Prince not a little inftfted. //. 4. v. 296, &c. The vaunting of his 
family in this book, together with the farcafms and contemptoeus 
railleries on his dead enemies, favour of the fame turn of mind. And 
it ^ems there was among the ancients a tradition of Idomeneus, 
which ftrengtbens this conje£^ure • of his pride : For we find in the 
Heroicks of Pbihftratus,' that' before he would come to the Trojan war, 
he demanded a /hare in the fovereign coQunand with jigamemnm 
himfelf. 

Imuft, upon thn occafion, make an obfervation once for all, 
which will be applicable to many. pafTages in Homer, and afford a 
folution of many difficulties. It is, that oar Author drew feveral of 
his charafters with an eye to the hiftories then known of famous 
perfons, or the traditions that pafl iil thofe times. One cannot be- 
lieve otherwife of a Poet, who appears fo nicely exaft in obferving 
all thie cuftoms of the age he defcribcd j nor can we imagine the in- 
finite number of minute circumftances relating to particular perfons, 
which we meet with every where in his poem, could poflibly have 
been invented purely as ornaments to it. This reflexion will account 
for, a hundred feeming OddnefTes not only in tht chat a flers, but in 
lAitf^eecbes of the Jliad: For as no author is n)ore true than Homer 
to the character of the perfon he introduces fpeaking, fo no one more 
often fuits his oratory to the chara€ler of the perfon fpoken to. 
Many of thefe beauties mufl needs be loft to us, yet this fuppofition 
Mriil give a new light to feveral particulars. For inflance, the fpeech 
} have been mentioning of Agamemnon to Idomeneus in the 4th book, 
wherein be puts this hero in mind of the magnificent entertainments 
he-had given him, becomes in this view much lefs odd and furprizing. 
Or who can tell but it had fome alluiion to the manners of the Cre^ 
iam whom he comnianded, whofe charader was fo well ki^own, as 
ftf» become aproverb : ^n&«Cretan$> tvil biopi^ and Jkw bcUieu 

Whom 
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Whom in the chaace of war a jayUin tore. 

And las (ad comrades from the bkttd borei 

Him to the Sargeons of the camp be fent ; 

T^ office paid, he iflu'd horn his tent. 

Fierce for die fight : To him the God begun, 285 

In Tifoas* voice, Andramon'% valiant fon. 

Who rul-d where Cai^don^ white Tocks arife. 

And PleuroH^ chalky cliffs emblaze the fkies. 

Whereas now th^ imperious vaunt, the daring boaK 
Of Grace vidorious, and proud Ilion loH ? 290 

Tb whofli the King. On Greece no blame be thrown, 
Anns are her trade, and war is all her own. 

1 : f 

Her hardy herpes frpm the well-fought plains 

Nor fear with-]k>Ids, nor fhameful floth detains. 

Tis Heav^n^i alas I and Jove\ all powerful doom, 295 

That far, fir diftantirom our native home 

Wills us to fill, inglorious f Oh my friend * 

Once foremcft in the fight, dill prone to lend 

Oranns, orcounfeb; now perform thy beft» 

And what thou can*fi not fingly, urge the reft. 300 



V. 2S3. 1!he Surgeotu of tbe<eamp,^ Podaiirius and MacUen were 
not the c^ly phyficians in the army j it appears ^m fome paflages in 
this poeili, that ^ch body of troops had one pttuliar to tDetoiTelves, 
It may not be improper to advertife, that tfie ancient Phyficians 
^vere all Surgeons. Suftattius, 



Vol, IV, 5 T:w^ 
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Thus hti and thus the God, whofe force can make 
The folid globe"* eternal bafo (hake. 
Ah ! never may he fee his native land. 
But feed the vukures on this hitteffal ftrand. 
Who feeks ignoWjr in his (hips to ihy, 305 

Nor dares to combdite oh this iignal day \ 
For this, behoM! in hdrrid arms I (faine. ^ 
And urge thy foul to rival a£b with mine ; 
Together let us battel on the plain ; 
TwOy not the word; nor ev*n this fuccour vain r 310 
Not vain the weakeft, if their force uhite; 
But oursy the braveft have confefs'd in fight 

This faid, he rufhes where the combate burns : 
Swift to his tent the Cretan King returns. 
From thence, two jav'lifts glitt'ring in his hand, 3 1 5 

And clad in arms tliat lightened all the flrand. 
Fierce on the foe th' impetuous hero drove; 
Like lightning burfting from the arm of Jove^ 
Which to pale man the wrath of heav'n declares. 
Or terrifies th* offending wdrld with wars ; 320 

In (beamy fparkles^ kindling all the (kiesj» 
From pde to pole the trail of glory flies, 
'fhus his bright armour o*er the dazled throng 
Gleam'd dreadful^ as the Monarch flaih'd along. . 

Hi©, 
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Hioiy near kis tent, Menkes attends ; 525 

Whom thos'he qaeftioos : Ever •beft ^ friends! 
^O&y, i&ev*fy an 'Of battel &ill'd, 
Wlut holds thy courage from fobraye a Md f 
On fome important meflage arc thou botrnd. 
Or bleeds my friend by fome unhappy wound? 330 

Inglorious here, my Soul abhors to ftay. 
And glows with profpe&i of th* approaching day. 



V, 315. Meriones Mttends^ ff^om thus be fueftionf ■ . ] 

Thia vn^ctfaiiom between limmcu^ and Mtti<ma » gencralJy ccnfured 
•as highly improper and cut of place, and as /och a ghren up e?en by 
M. D^er, the moft aealous of our Poet*s defenders. However, if 
we look ckfely into the occafton and drift of thii ttilooufe, the acsu* 
fittioa will, I heliete, appear not fo well fisounded. Two persons of 
^iftia^tion, juft when the caemy is put to a:^p by the ^mats, meet 
hehind the amy : Having each on important ocdafiona tetired out of 
' the fight, 'the one to help a wounded foldieiv 'the other to fcek a new 
weapon. JJn a emu s, who is fuperior in years as well as authority, 
fetnnung to the battel, is furpnled to aacet Merimes out of it, who 
was one of his own officers (^tfdirv^ z& H&mer here calls him) and ' 
being jealous of his foldier*s honour, demands the c»u(e of his quit- 
ting the fight. Meriones haTiog told him it wu the want of a fpear, 
he yet feems unfatisfied with the ezcufej adding, that he himfelf 
did not appvove of that diftant manner of fighting with a fpear. 
Mtrnmes being toncbed to the ^ick with this tfeproach, replies, that 
he of all the Gneh, had the leaft reafen to fufpeA his courage : 
Wheieupon'JUoawaeiu perceiving him highly piqued, afiores him he 
entertains no fodi hard thoughts of him, -fince he had ^ftea known 
his courage proved on fuch cccafions, where the danger being greater, 
and the number fmaller, it was impoflible for a coward to conceal his 
natural infirmity t But now rccoUe^tng that a malicious mind might 
give afinifter Interpretation to their inaftivity during this difoourfe, 
he immediately broks it off upon that^^elleAion. As therefore thia 
CQoveriatioB has its rife from a jealoufy in the moft tender point of 
hooDor, I think the Poet cannot Juftly be blamed for fuffering a dif- 
coarfe fo full of warm feutiments to run on for about forty verfes : 
vhidi after all cannot be fuppofed to take up more than two or three 
aiaotes firam idion. 

2 2 O'^iv^^O. 
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O Prince! ( Meriones rt^Yies) whofe care 
Leads forth th' embattelM Tons of Crett to war ; 
7'his fpeaks my grief; this headlefs lance I wield; 33; 
The reft lies rooted ia a Trojan jhield. 

To whom the Cretan : Enter, and receive 
The wanted weapons; thofe my tent can give; 
Spears I have flore, (and Trojan lances all) 
That (hed a laflre round th' illumined wall. 340 

Tho' 



'V. 335. This btadlefs loftce, tec.} We have often feen feveral of 
Uomer'% combatants lofe and break their fpears, yet they do not 
therefore retire from the battel to feek other weapons 5 why therefore 
does Homer here fend Merionet on this errand ? It may be faid, that in 
the kind of fight which the Greeks now maintained drawn up into 
the phalanx, Merienes was ufelefs without this weapon. 

V. 339. Spean Jbaveftore, tecJ] Jdomeneus defcribes his tent as a 
magaxine, ftored with variety of arms won from the enemy, which 
were not only laid up as ufdefs trophies of his vi^ories, but kept 
there in order to fupply his own, and his friends occafions. And this 
confideration (hews us one reafon why thefe warriors contended with 
iiich eagerneis to carry c^ the arms of a vanquiihed enemy. 

This gives me an occaiaoa to animadvert upon a falfe remark QiEufta' 
tkius, which is inferted in the notes on the nth book, ** thit Homer, 
** to fliew us nothing is fo unfeafonable in a battel as to ftay to de- 
*' fpoil the ilain, feigns that moft of the warriors who do it, are 
*' killed, wounded, or unfuccefsful.** I am aftonifhed how fo great 
a miilake ihould fall from any man who had read Homer, much 
more from one who had read him fo thoroughly, and even faperfli« 
tioufly, as the old Archbiihop of Tbeffahnica* There is icarce a book 
in Homer that does not abound with inftances to the contrary, where 
the conquerors ftrip their enemies, and bear off their fpoils in tri- 
umph. It was (as I have already faid in the effay en Hpmer^s battels) 
as honourable an exploit in tiiofe days to carry off the arms, as it 
is now to gain a ftandard. But it is a ftrange conlequence, that 
becaufe our Author fometimes reprelents a man unfuccefsful in a 
glorious attempt, he therefore difcommends the attempt itfelf ; and 
is as good an argument againft encountering on enemy living, as 
againff defpoiling him dead. One ought not to confound this with 

plundering. 
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Tho' I9 difdainral of the didant war. 

Nor truft the^art, or aim thV uncertain fpear. 

Yet hand to hand I fight, and fpoil the (lain; 

^nd thence thefe trophies, and thefe arms I gain. 

Enter, and fee on heaps the helmets rolPd, 345 

And high-hung fpears, and (hields that flame with gold. 

Nor vain (faid Merion) are our martial toils ; 
We too can boaft of no ignoble fpoils. 
Bat thofe my (hip contains, whence diftant far^ « 
I fight confpicuoas in the van of war. 3 50 

What need I more? If any Greek xhtrc he 
Who knows not Merion ^ I appeal to thee. 
To thisji Liomeneus, The fields of fight 
^Have provM.thy valour, and unconqaer*d might; 



plundering, between which Homer has fo well markM the difluiAIt^it ; 
when he conftantly fpeaks of the fpoils as glorious, but makes 
NeBar in the 6th book, and HeUor in the 15th, direflly forbid the 
pillage, as a practice that has often proved fatal in the midft of a 
victory, and lometimes even after it. 

V. 553. TV this, Idomeneos.] There is a great deal more dialogue 
in Homer than in VirgiL The Roman Poet^s arc generally fee fpeeches, 
thofe of the C^reek more in converfation. Wlutt Viwgil does by two 
words of a narration. Homer brings about by a fpeech; he hardly 
raiies one of his heroes out of bed without fome talk concerning it. 
There are not only replies, but rejoinders in Homer, a thing fcarce 
ever to be found in firgii^ the confequence whereof is, that there 
muft be in the Iliad many continued converfations (fuch as this of 
our two lieroes) a little refembling common chitchat. Tliis renders 
the poem more natural and animated,- but lefs grave and majeftic. 
However, that fuch was the way of writing generally pradtifed in 
thoie ancient times, appears from the like manner ufed In moft of 
the "books of the Old Teftament ; and it particularly agreed with 
our Author's wanj^imtgination,. which delighted in perpetual ima- 
leiy, and in paiau^ every circumftance of what be 4tCct\\^* 
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And were fome ambulh for the foes dcfigniM, 3 5 ^: 

£v*n there tby oourage would not lag behind. 
In that (harp fervice, fingled from the reft. 
The fear cf each, or valour, Hands confeil. 
No force y no firmnefii> the pale coward fhews;. 
He (hifts his place ; hk colour com^s and goes ; . 360 
A dropping fweat creeps colcl on cv'ry part ; 
y\gain(l his bofom beats his quivering heart; 
Terror and death in his wild eye-balls ftare ; 
- With chattVing teeth he ftands, and difF'iiing hair» 
A nd looks a bloodlefs image of defpair f 365 

Not fo the brave i Hll dauntlefs^. ftill the fame, 

Unchang'd his colour, and unmov'd his frame ^ 

ComposM his thought, determinM is his eye. 

And fix'd his foul, to conquer or to die : 

If ought diflarb the tenour of hit breaif, y^a 

'Tis but the wiih to iU-ike. before the reft. 

In fuch aflays thy blamelefs worth, is known^ 
And ev*ry art of dangVous war thy own. 
By chance of fight whatever wounds you bore, 
Thofe wounds^ were glorious all» and all before j .575 

V. 357. In that Jbarp Jtrukt, Ac] In a general battel cowardlca 
may be the more eaiily concealed, by reafon of the number of the 
combatants \ but in an. ambufcade, where the foldiers are few, each 
muil be difcovered to b» what he is : this is the reafon why the anr 
dents ^entertained fo great an idea, of this fort of war ; the bravest 
meg were always choien to iervt upon Msi. i^c^ytos^ Eufistbius, 

Such 
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Such as may tcacb, 'twas ftili thy brf^vc d^ight 

T* oppofe tby bofom wiiere the forcoioft fight 

Bat why, like infants, qoU lo honoiir't charms, 

Sund we tp taik, wheq glory calls to arms? 

Go— from .9^ om^r'd (fears, the diokeft take/ 380 

And to die owocirs k$& them npUy, back. 

Swift as the word bold MirioM fnatshM a /jpcar, 
And breathing daughter follow^ to the war. 
So Mars armipotent invades the plain, 
(The wide de£b:oyer of the race of man) 3 85 

Terror] 

V. 3^4^ So Mars armpotsnt, &c, Houur Tftries his iimltitudes with 
aU ifflaginable art, fometimes deriving them from the properties of 
animals, fometimes from natural pa&ons, fometimes from the oc- 
currences of life, and fometimes (as in the fimile before us) from 
biftory. The invention of Mars^s pailkge from Thrace, (which was 
feignM to -be the country of that God) to the Pblegyans and Ephy- 
riam, is a venr beautiful and poetical manner of celebrating the mar- 
tial genius of that |>eople, who lived in perpetual wars. 

Methinks there is fomething of a fine enthufiafm, in Jhm:r*^ 
manner of fetching a compafs, as it were to draw in new images, be- 
fides thofe in which the dire£l point of likenefs confifts. Mihon 
perfedly well un^erftood the beauty of thefe digreHive image*, as we 
may fee from the following fimile, which is in a manner made up of 
them. 

nick M autumnal kave$ that fir cm th^ iro»h 
Jn Vallombroia (where tb^ Etrurian Jbades 
Bigb oveT'Orcb^d emboui'r.) Or fcatter* d feJg€ 
Afhat, when tvitb fierce poinds Orion arm^d 
' Hatb mes^d the Red-fea coafi, (nvhofe wave o^erthrevf^ 
Bufiris and his Memphian chivalry. 
While with perfidious hatred they purfu!d 
The fojoumers of Gofhen, who beheld ^ 

From the fafe Jbore their fioating careajfes, 
JM hrokeu chariot-wifeek) ■ n$^ tbi^ hifiremm 
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Terror^ his beft-bv'd fon, attends his coarfe, 

Arm'd with Aero bddnefs, and enorinoas force ;. 

The pride of haughty warriors ta confoand, 

And lay the fh-ength of tyrants on the ground : 

From Thrace they fly, calFd to the dire alarms 590 

Of warring^Pi^/^^y/ww, and iS'/^ur/tf* arms j 

Invok'd by both, relentlcfs they difpofe 

To thefe glad conquelb, murderous rout to thofe. 

So marchM the leaders of the Cretan train. 

And their bright arms (hot horror o'er the plain. 595 

Then firft fpake Merion : ShaU we join the right. 
Or combate in the centre of the £ght I 

Of 



A3 for the general purport of tliis comparilbn ot Homer, it gives us a 
noble and majeftick idea, at once, of Idomeneus and Men'orta, repre- 
(entcd by Mars and bis foa Terror ; ia which each of theie heroes is 
greatly elevated, yet the joft diftin£lion between .then preferred. 
'Vh? beautiful fimile of F/rg/V in his izih uEruid is drawn with aa 
•ye to this of our Author. 

^alis apudj^elidi cum flvmitta concitui Hebri 
Sanguineus Mavon clypeo increpat, at que furentet 
■ Bella movtta itumittit equos ; UK aqnore aperto 
Ante Notos Zepbyrumque volant : gemit ultima fulfu 
Tbraca pedum : circumque atr^ Formidinis ora, 
Jraque, Jtifidiaque, Dei comifatus, aguntur. 

V. 396. SbaU we join the right, 

Or combate in the centre of the fs^t. 
Or to the left our wanted fuccour lend f 

The common interpreters have to this qocftion of Meriones given a 
meaning which is highly impertbcnt^ if not aownrigbt nonfenfe ; 

explaining 
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Or to the left our winted fuccour lesd ^ 

Hazard and fame all parts alike attend. 

Not in the centre, ( IdoTnen re^ly'dy 400 

Oor ableft cWefcains the main battel guide f 

Each godlike Jjax makes that poft his care^ 

And gallant 7««r/r deals dedrudlion there: 

Skiird, or with (haib to gall the diftant fields 

Or bear dofe battel on the fonndiog (hield. 405: 

Thefe can the rage of haughty //if<7^ tame^ - 

Safe in their arms, thenavy fears no flame ; 

'Till Jove himfelf defcends, his bolts to ihed^. 

And hurl the brazen luin at our head. 



explainiog it thus. Shall me fight oh the rigHt^ or in the middle j or- 
n the left, for no where elfe do the Greeks fo much want affijianct f 
which amounts to this: ** Shall we engage where our ami^ce is 
" moft wanted, or where it is not wanted ?" The context, as w«ll 
as the words of U^e-ortgnal, oblige us to underftand it in this obvious 
meaning ; Shall we bring our affiflanee to the right ^. to ibelefi^ or to- 
the centre f Since the Greeks being equally fref^a and enga^d on all 
fidesy equally need our aid in all parts, 

V. 400. Not in the centre, &c.] There is in this anfwer oi Ida- 
meneus a fmail circumftance which., isi oveirlodked tty the Comme)i- 
tators, but in which the whole fpirit and reafon of what U iaid by 
him confifts. He Ucj% he- is in no feinr for the centre, fince it is de- 
fended by Teucer and ^ax ) Teucer being not only moft famous for 
die ufe of the bow, but likewife excellent ir ra^j) vcfjui^, in a 
elofe /landing fight : And as iot.jija?c, though «ot io fwift of foot as 
Acbillesy yet he wa» equal to him » aJrora^J}, in thtrCamefiedfafi 
manner of fighting ; hereby* intimating that he was fecure for the 
centre, becaufe that pofb was defend^ by two perfons both accom> 
pliflied in that part of war, which was naoft neceflary for the fervicr 
tbey were then engaged in j. the two expreBions before mentioned 
peculiarly fignifying z firm uid fieddy way of- fighting, moft vfeful 
iB.maiataiiuog > p<>ft* - 
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Great mull he be, of more than human birth, 410 

Nor feed like mortals on the fruks of earth. 

Him neither rocks £ao crnih, nor Heel (An wonnd. 

Whom Jjax fxXk not on th' eniknguin^d ground. 

In (bnding figkft he mate* jicklUs* force. 

Excelled alone in fwiftnefs in the couHe* 4F5 

Then to the left oar ready arms ap^y, 

Afid live with glorj^ or with glory die. 

He faid ; and Mirion toth* appoinled pkKe, 
Fierce as the God of bamli, nrgM his pace. 
Soon as the foe the fhining chiefs beheld 420 

Rtt(h like a fiery torrent o^er the field. 
Their force embody*d in a tide they pour ; 
The ri$ng combat* ibund» atont^ the fhore. 
As warring winds^ in 5£r/«u^ fukry reign. 
From dilFVetit quarters fweep the fendy plaia; 425 

On ev^ry (Me the 6»,^y ^tf hviods rife. 
And the dry fields are lifted to the ikies : 
Thjus h^ deTf^ir^ hope* sage, together driv*n. 
Met the black hoft$j^ and i^eeting, dxhsj^^^ heav'n. 
All dreadful ghirM Ae iron fkce of war, 430 

Briftled ymk 9p^ht fpear^ thi^ fiafK*d afar f 
Dire was the gleam, of breafl: p^tes, helms and ftiddsr 
And poltfliM anQseaiWaz*d the iamtiDg fields: 
Treoaendous fceoel that general horror gave, 
Buf touched with joy the bofoms of the b»ve. 455; 
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Satum^t great Sons in fierce contention Ty'd, 
And crouds of heroes in their anger dy*d. 
Tke Sire of earth and heav'n, by Thetis won 
To crown with glory Fr/nw' godlike ion, 
Will'd not deftrudioA to- die Grecian powers, 440 

Bat fparM- a while the deftinM Tr^an towh? : 
While Niptune rifing from his azure main, 
Warr*d 00 the King of heav^ with fters diffaun, 
Aod breath'd i^cvengc, and fir'd the Gredam train^ 
Gods of one fource, of one ethereal race^^ 445 

Alike divine, and heav*n their native place i 
But Jove the greater ; firft-bom of the ikiee. 
And more than Men, or Gods, faprepdy wifcr 
For this, oijaveh fuperior roigjbt afraid* 
Neptuwe in human form cooceal'd his aid. 450 

Thefe powVs infold tke Gretk and Trejan train 
I» War and Difcord^s adamantiBe Chain > 

IndifiUaUy 



V. 45X.3 *t wXLht ntetShif, tot the better mrferfttndhjg the 
CBDiuft of Hvmer in every btttel he defcribes, to reflefl on the parti- 
nbr Idnd of fight, and the circamftances that difltngoifh each. In 
this view therefore wrought to remember through thit whole book, 
tSiat the battel described in it, is a fixed clofe fight, wherein the 
vmies engage in a grofs compact body, withoat any fkirmiflies or 
featt of aftivi^ ^ often mentioned in the foregoing engagements. 
We fee at tbe beginning of it the Greciam form a Pbalaroc, ▼. 177. 
which continues unbroken at the very end, v. TO06. Tlie chief 
weapon- made ufe of is a fpear^ bemg moil pn»er for this manner 
of combate $ nor do we fee any other ufe of a chariot, but to 
can7 off the dead oi fnwiadid (itt in tke Mmoq^ ^ Uaifatiait and 

4 ^^ravk 
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Indiflbliibly ftrong, the fittal tye 
>I8 ilretchM on both, and dofe compelled diey die* 

Dreadful m arms, and grown in combats grey^ 45^ 
The bold Idomeneus controok tke da^« 
Firft by his hand Otbrymeui was^ flaio, 
Sweird witk falfe hopes^ with mad ambition vain t 



From hence we may obierve with what judgment and' propriety 
Homer introduces Idomeneus as the chief in action on this occafion t 
For this hero being declined from his prime, and fomewhat ftiff with 
years, was only fit for this kind of engagementji as Homer exprefly 
hyt in the 5 12th verfe of the prefent book. 

OJ yap tr iiJLVtiet yvTa fro^ut ?y opim^imy 
Ovr' d^ Iwai^ah ftfO' lor j9eA^, tifr* ethieia^at,. 

See the traflation, ▼. 648, &c% 

T. 452. JSf f^ar and'Difeord^s adamantine Cbain.1 This fhort but 
comprehenfive. allegory^ i» very, proper to give us an idea of the prf> 
fent condition of the two contending armies, who being both power- 
^ly fuflained by the- afliftance of. fuperior, Deities, join and mix to- 
gether in a clo(e and bloody engagement, without any remarkable 
Mvantage oa either fide. To image to u» this ftate of things, the 
Poet reprefents Jupiter and Neptune holding the two armies clofe 
hound by a mighty chain, which he calls the knot of contention and 
wQu:,. and. of which, the two Gods draw the extremities, whereby the 
endofed ajnues are compelled together, without any poffibility on 
either fide to feparate or conquer. There is not perhaps in. Homer 
any image at onoe fo exa£t and fo. bold. Madam Dacter acknow- 
ledges, that defpairing to make this pafiage ihine in. her language^ 
ihe purpofely omitted it in her tranflation: But from whatihe lays 
in her annoutions, it feems that ifae did not rightly apprehend the 
propriety and beauty of it. Hohbex too was not veiy fenfible of. it, 
when, he tranflated it fo oddly. 

And thui the Saw from Brother unto Srotbe^ . 
. . 0/ cruel war viai drawn aitematelj, .. 

And many fiain on onf Jide and the other, 

Caird 
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Caird by the voice of war to martial ftme. 

From high Cahefus* diflant walls he came ; \M 

€lajfandra^% love he foaghc, with boafta of powV, 

And promisM conqaeft was the proffered dowV. 

The King confentedy by his vaubts abnsM^ 

The King confented, bat the Fates refu8*d. 

Proud of himfelf, and of th* imaging bride, 465 

.The field he meafiiiM with a larger ftride. 

Him, as he ftalk^d, the Cretan jav^in found ;' 

Vain was his breaft-plate to repel the woondr 

His dream of glory lof^^ he plangM to hell: ' 

His anas refounded as the boafter fell. 47a 

The great Idonuneus beftrides the dead ; 
And thua (he cries) behold thy promife fped ! 

Suck 



▼• 471. The gnat Idosntaeat h^dkxthe deatti 
Jindtbus (beeriet) ] 

It (eems (fays Euftath'us on this pisce) that the Ji/ad heiAg an henr* 
ick fotm, is of too fcriotts a nature to admit of raillery : Yet Homer 
-kaa fooad the-iecret of joining two things that are in a manner in- 
compatible. For this piece ^ raillery is {6 ht from ratfing laughter, 
that it becomes a hero, and is capable to inflame the courage of ali. 
who hear it* It alfo elevates the chara£hr of Jdomeaeus, who not- 
withftandmg he is ia the midfb of imminent dangers, prefervcs his- 
ufual gaiety of temper, which is the greateft evidence of an uncom- 
. anon courage. 

I confefs I am of an opinion very diiferent from this of Euflatbius^ 
which is alio ado^^ by M. Dader* So. (evcre and bloody an irony 
to a dying perfon is a fault ia morals, if not in poetry itfelf. It 
fliould not have place at allj^ pr if it ihould, is ill- placed here. Jdo" 
meneus is reprefented a brave man, nay a man of a cpmpaflionate 
Mtus^. in. the circumftancc hci was introduced in, of affvftm^ ^x 
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Such is the bdptiy arte to /JImm bring, 
^lUd fudi the contM^ of the Bhrj^oM King I 

- . Gar 



wounded foldier. W^at prpvoc^tioA c^u}d A^cE a onp hare« to iV 
Ailt To barbaroufly '^b unfortunate PHhce, beiiig neither his rival nor 
particular enen^y. Tcge covra^ ia inienirabiA UQtf^k\msfluti^ and 
all generous warriors regret the very vi«ories they gain, when they 
Mf&. what a price of •b|pQ4 thfgr co^. I fcuQwJt mty be. .anfwerej, 
that thefe were not the manners of Horner*^ time, a fpirit of violence 
and devaftation thc9 leigned,, ^nrea amuigJhe chA&m people of God^ 
as may be feen fronj, thi^ a^jons of ^^w^, (5^f» How.ever, if qj^ 
would for^ve t\^'tfwhj^ 6tiii caBHot-mgivotbe^tfr^ on fuch ad^ 
occaiion. Thefjs inhumaQ ^fts thq Pqot was. m far frpm being 
obliged to make, that' he was en the con t^afy' forced 'to break thro* 
the general ferious apr yf'his. poenx to intro^ucff theixv Would it 
Bot raife a fufpieion, that (whatever we fee of his fuperior genius in 
ol^r refpcfts) his owxj ¥iew»% of noraUty yr«ro not akvvttd abtic 
the barbarity of his age ? I think indeed the thing by far the moft 
ftocking in this Aq^s^it that fpirit of cmahy which appcata to<f 
snanifeilly in the Jliqd, 

yirgtl was to jodicitnift ta imitate Hom*i^ in theie Kceneea, and is 
much more re&rved in his farcafms and infults. There are not abore 
ibor or five in the whole ^neid. That of Pyrrhtu to Priam in the 
iscond book, though barbarous in itfelf, may be accounted for as in- 
tended to r^fe a character of horror, and render the aflion of Pyr- 
rhus odious \ whereas Homer ftaias his neft favourite characters with 
thefe barbarities* That of J^nim over Nvmanus in the ninth, 
was a fair opportunity where Virgil might have indulged the humour 
of a cruel rao^cry, add have been exs;ua'd by the yootl^ axid gaiety of 
the fpcaker^ yet it is no ooAre than a very moderate anfwer to the 
infoleacea with wbicb he had jvft been provol^d by hi» cnesi^ onlgr- 
sttortijie tm^ of h*s own words upon bisu 

Ji verbis wrtutem iUude fiffirbis! 

Sig capti Phyg^ iat RutiiUs reff9»fa remitHmtm 

He never fuffers his ^neas to fall into this practice, bat wiiile he is 
on fite with iaidignatio» after the death of his friend Paths: That 
Aoit one to ASaumia ie the leaft that couM he iaid to ftMb- a tyrant* 

. Mfferawif-tHtipiit 

The 
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Our offers now, iUaftrious Prince ! rednrei 47; 

For fuch an aid what will not Jrg9s give f 

To conquer Tra;, with ouw thy fbrcea join*, . 

And count Atriiei faireft daoshter thine. 

Mean time cm iircher methods to adn(e. 

Come, follow to the fleet thy new allies ; 48^ 

There hear what Gretu has on her part to fey. 

He fpoke, and-dragg*d the goary corfe awtf. 

This Jjmi view'dy unable to contnin, 
Bsibre his chariot warring on the ]^a ; 
(His aowded courTers^ to hi» (q.mre configB^d, 49^ 

Impatient panted on hie neck behind^ 
To vengeance riftng with a fadden fpring. 
He hopM the conqueft ctf the Qrtum King. 
The wary Cretan as his foe drew near. 
Full on his throat dlfthaig^d the fercefnl fpear r 49a 



The worft-natnrM ont I reflwinber (which yet 19 mote ocuiable than 
ITiHtfr's) is that of ^urma to Evmtdtt in the twdfth boojiu 

He^^eriam mttire jacens 'f bdtc pr^emia, fui nur 
Ffrr§ mtfi tent are, fertnit: Jk mcenja condunt* 

V. 474. Andfueb the eontraSl of the Phrygian King, &c. J It iivat 
lut iMCvral to raife a qoeftion, on occafion of thefe and other paf* 
Ciges in Homer, how it comes to pafs that the heroes^ of different 
Bations are fo well acquainted with the ftories and circumftances of 
each otlier I KufitutiwCt, folution is no ill Ane» that tha wardoM ott 
both fides mi^t kam the fiory of their enemiea (took. th£ captiv«» 
th(p| tQQh> donog the coivcif W £) l^og a war. 
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Beneatb the chin the point was feen to glide. 

And glitter'dy extant at the hxihti fide. 

As when the monntain oak, or poplar tall. 

Or pine, fit malt ibr fome great Admiral, 

Groans to the oft*heav*d ax, with many a wound,. 4(^j: 

Then fpreads a length of ruin o*er the ground :. 

So funk proud Jfius in that dreadful day. 

And ftretch^d before his much loy'd-courfers lay. 

He grinds the duft diil^in'd with flreaming gore. 

And, fierce in death, lies foaming on the ihore. 500 

Deprived of motion, (iiff with ftupid fear. 

Stands all aghaft his trembling charioteer^ 

Nor ihuns the foe, nor turns the fteeds a\^y. 

But falls, transfixed, an unrefiiting prey i 

Pierced by Antilochiu^ he pants beneath 5^5 

The (lately cftr, and labours out his breathe 

Thus Afius" ftceds (their mighty matter gone) 

ILemain the prize of Neftor*% youthful fon. 

Stabb'd at the fight, Dfipbohus drew nigh, 
And made with force the vengeful weapon fly* 5 10 

The Cretan (aw ; and flooping, caused to. glance. 
From his flope (hield,. the difappointcd lance. 

Beneath 

' IT. 511, 7i6> Cretan yStw, and fioo^ng, &'c.J Notfiing could^ paint 
'in a more lively manner this whole adticn, and every circumftance of 
it, than the following Knes. - There is the pofhire of Idonuneus uppn 
i^ng the lance flying toward him | the lifting the ihield obliquely to 

tiiiii=« 
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Beneath the fpacious urge,- (a blazing round. 

Thick with bull-hides, and brazen orbits bound. 

On his rais'd arm by two drong braces fiayM) 5 15 

He lay collected in defenfive (hade. . 

OVr his fafe head the javelin idly fnng^ 

And on the tinkling verge more fiuntly rang. 

Ev'n then, the fpear the vigVons.arm confefl^ 

And pierc'd obliquely. King Hjp/enar^s breaft; 520 

Warmed in his liver, to the ground it bore 

The chief, the people'a guardian now so morel 

Not unattended (the f^oud Tn^am cries) 
Nor unreveng'd, lament^ Jjh/j lies : 
For thee, tho* hell's black poruls (land difplay'd, 525 
This mate (hall joy thy melancholy ihade. 

Heart piercing anguilh, at the haughty boaft. 
Touched tv'rjGreei, but Neftor't fott the moft. 
Griev*d as he was, \m pious arms attend. 
And his broad buckler fhields his ilaughter'd friend | 530 
*Till fad Mt(tftbtus and Alafior bore 
His honoured body to the tented (hore. 



torn it afide $ the arm difcoverM In that poiition ; the form, com* 
pofition> materials, and ornaonents of the ihield diftm^lly rpecify*d ; 
the flight of the dart over it ; the found of it firft as it flew, then 
as it fell ) and the decay of that found on the edge of the buckler, 
which being thinner than the other parts, rather tinkled than rung, 
efpedally when the firft force of the f^roke was fpent on the orb of it* 
Ail this in the co(npa(s of fo few lines, in which every word it an 
itoiafe, it ibmething more beautifully particular, than I remember to 
have met with in any Poet. 
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Nor yet from fight IdomeBtui withdraws i 
Refoiv'd to perilb in his coaatry's omfe. 
Or find fome foe, whom beav'n and be ffiall doom 535 
To wail his fate in death^s eternal gloom. 
He fees Akathous ii^ the front afpif e : 
Great MJyttis was the hero's fire.f 
His fpoafe Uiffodatnl^ divinely fkir, 
Jnchijes* eldeft hope, and darling care ; 5^ 

Who charm'd her parentis and her hqfband's heart. 
With beauty, fesfe, and cw^'ry irork (tf art ; 
He once, of //(Ws you^, die b|relieft>boyv 
The faireft fhe, of all the fair of TV^jji^ 
By Neptune now the haplels h^ro dies,. 54$^ 

Who covers with a doud thofe beauteous eyes, 
And fetters cv'ry limb: yet bent to meet 
His fate he flands ; not ffmns the fence of Cretn 
Fixt as feme column, or deep rooted oak, 
(While the winds flcep) his brcaft received the ftroke. 550 



V. 543. He once of IVxon'' s ywih the hvelieft Boy J] Some manu- 
ftriptB, after thefe words, Wf^r^ m T^oU ivpitjJ, infcrt the fol- 
lowing verfcs f , 

which I have «ot tranflated, as-^ not thinl^n^ them senuijie, Mr» 
JBarms is of the feme opinion. 

Before 



} 
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Before the ponderous ftroke his corfelet yields^ 
Long ns*d ta ward the dea(b in fighting fiieldt» 
The riven armour fends a jarring found : 
His laboring heasc hes^ves with fo (Irong a bounds 
The long lance (hakes, and vibrates in the woiiad : 555 
Faft-flowing ff om its fQurce, as prone he hy. 
Lifers porple tide impejtuous gafh'd away. 
Then Idomen^ infulting o-'er the (lain ;. 
Behold, Dtiphohm] nor vanot 10 vainr 
See [ on one Gntk tllrce l^rtjun ghoOs attend, 560 

This, my third victim, to the (hades I fend. 
Approaching now, thy hoaiLed might approve;^ 
And try the prowefs of the feed of Jove, 
From Jrve^ enamourM on a nu>rtal dame. 
Great Minos^ guardian of his country, came: 56; 

I>eucaitmfy bhrnelefs Prince ! was Minos* heir i 
His fi^d-bom I» the third from Jupittr : 



y« 554* Hit hdCring beart, heaves with fo fltotig a hound^ 
tbt long lanf* Jbakes, andvihrata intbewoumi,'] 

We cannot read £[omp' vfkhoot obferving a wonderful variety in the , 
wounds and manner of dying. Some of thefe wounds are painted 
with very finguJar circumftatices, and tbofe of uncummon art and 
beauty. This pa^Tage is a mailer-piece in that way; Akathout is 
pierced into the heart, which throbs with fo ftrong a pulfe, that the 
motion is communicated even to the diftant fu\d of the fpear, which 
is vibrated thereby. This circumftance miji^t appear too bold, and 
the effed. beyond nature, were wc not inforro'd by the moft /kilful 
Anatomifts of the wonderful force of this,mufcle, which feme of 
them have computed to be equal to the weight of feveral thoufand 
fooods. Xrower de corde, Berellus, & aliu 
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0*er fpacioud Crtu^ and her bold fons I reign^ 
And thence my (hips tr^nfport me thro* the main ; 
Lord of a hoft, o'er all my hoft I ihine, 570 

A fconrge to thee, thy father^ and thy line. 
The Trtjan heard ; Qncertain, or to meet 
Alone, with. ventVoos arms, the King of Crete ; 
Or feek auxiliar force ; at length decreed^ 
To call fome hero to partake the deed. 57; 

Forthwith jEneas rifes to his thought ; 
For him, in Trofi remoteft lines, he fought. 
Where he, incensed at partial Priam, (lands. 
And fees fqperior po(b in meaner hands. 

To 



V. 578. IncenCd at partial Priam> (^cl Homer here gives the 
reaibn why Mneas did not fight in the foremoft ranks. It was againft 
his inclination: that he fervM Priam, and he was rather, engaged by 
honour and reputation to afllft his country, than by any difpofition to 
aid that Prince. This pafTage is purely hiftorical, and the ancients 
have preferv'd to us a tradition which lerves to explain it. They fay 
that ^nfoi became rufpe^led by Priam, on account of an oracle 
which ^rophefied he Hiould in procefs of time rule over the Trtjantt 
The King therefore fhewM him no great degree of efteem or confi- 
deration, with defign to difcredit, and render him defpicable to the 
people. Eudathius, This envy of Priam, and this report of the 
oracle, are mentioned by Achilla to JEne» in the 20th book. 

Ovru T8vvtd yt Ufiafi^ yif»^ » X'P^ dnVit. 
Zlcr\ yoif oj trat^i^. < ■* 
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To him, ambitious of fo great an aid, jgo 

Tiu bold Dtipbobits approached, and (aid: : 

Now, Tr^an Prmce, emf^oy thy pioos arrasj 
If eVr thy bofom idi fair honoar*s charmis. 
Jlcaiheus dies, thy brodier and thy friend f 
Come, and the warrior's lov'd remains defend. jS j 

Beneath his cares thy early yoath was train*dj 
One table fed you, and one roof contained. 
This deed to fierce ld$meneus we owe; 
Hade, and revenge it on th* infalting foe. 

^neas heard, and for a fpace refign*d ^m 

To tender pity all hb manly mind j 

(See ▼. 2ifi» &c, of the tranflation.) And Ne^ne in the lame book, 

*'liln yap UpdfM ymiv ix^V^* Kpontn. 
Ntfv ^f ^i Amiao pin TJsa^tv cifd(u, 
K»i irotTh^ vm^uvy ml xtt fcsr^t^Os yhanrmi 
la the tranflatbn, ▼• 355, ^<r. 

lAall conclude this note -with the chancer af MneaSf as it it 
^nwQ by Fbikfiratus^ vrherein he makes mention of the fame tra- 
ction. << Mneai (fays this author) was inferior to He6ior in battel 
^ only, in all elfe equal, and in prudence fuperior. He was likcwife 
*' ikiUul in whatever related to the Gods, and confcious of what 
'' deftiny had referved for him after the taking of Troy, Incapable 
** of fear, never difcompofed, and particularly pofTefling himfelf in 
*' the article of clanger. HeSer is reported to have beni called the • 
" hand, and Mneat the head of the Trojam ; and the latter more 
" advantaged their affairs by his caution, than the former by his 
** fury. Thefe two heroes were much. of the fame age, and the 
'* iame ftature : The air of jSneas had fotnething in it lefs bold and 
" forward, but at the (ame time more fixed and conftant.** Pbtk^ ' 
ftrat, Hgreict 
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Then rifmg in his rag^ he bums to light : 

The Greek awaits him, with coUeded migbe. 

As the fell boar on ibme lough BN>iMBtain*s heady 

ArmM with wild terrors, land to iko^hter bred, ^hr 

When the loud nifticka rife, and fliont from far. 

Attends the tomak, and experts ilhe war ^ 

0*er his bent back the briiUy horrors rife. 

Fires dream in lightning from his &ngoine eyes. 

His foaming tufks both dags and men engage^ torn 

But moft his hunters rouze his mighty f age, 

^ flood IdomeneuSf his javelin fhook. 

And met the 7rijan with « lowering Jook* 

Antilochus^ Deipyrus were near. 

The youthful ofBpriDg of the God of war, 605 

Merion^ and Jfhareus^ in field renownM : 

To thefe the warrior fent his voice around. 

Fellows in arms ? your timely aid unite ; 

Lo, great jEneas rufhes to the fight : 

Sprung from a God, and more than mortal boM^ .610 

He frefh in youth, and I in arms grown Old. 

Fife ihoukl' this hand, this hour decide the flrife. 

The great difpnte, of glory, or of life. 

He fpoke, and all as with one foul obeyed ; 
Their lifted budclers call a dreadful fhade 61 5 

Around the chief. jEneas too demands 
Th' afliiling forces of his nat!vel)ands : 

« Paris, 
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(Co.aid8aDlcbpduM<>ftbe7^e^4«liflie) - 
fflorierfollowMaU'A*tab«4f^d»MB; ^ 6j^ 

Like /4^ii'saocki'^M:«edi»gY>^ the ' 

Before his fleecy care, eMt anti bold, 
Stalb the proad iWo, \\t C^hiSr oTYiie fold : 
With joy the Twain ftfrvtys'^ti^tt, as fte l^di 
To die cool fpttiittilis> tht<o die well-khOwB jndfde. 6« j 
So joys ^masi «§ his neftiyt tnhd 
Moves on in raide, sfnd ftrekrbes o*er the tiind. ^ 
Roand dead Alcatb^us tiOw the bated role i ' 
On ev'ry fi<ie ihe teely tAtj^le pom $ 
Now batterM breaft'|Aites and 'faackM liekmttr rh)g» ^30 
And o'er their heads «nhee4ed jM^lins fmg. 
Above the reft, Itwb'tewViftg cbieA afptatj 
There grtBi l^kmdtem^ ^niashcre. 
Like Gods <^ war, difpeniing fete 1^ ftood. 
And burn to dreiidlthd ground wi(h>mnl«ial'blood. 6)7 
The Trojan weapon whizz'd along in air, . 
The Cretan faw, and ihun*d the brazen fpear : 



▼.611. Like 16^"$ /locks, dec] Haaer, whether he treats of the 
caftomB of ttfen 'ot IfdUts, is always a faithful interpreter of nature. 
When iHttp leave tlie paltiife tod driolc frtely, it is « certain fign, 
that th^y have /ound ttood paftuVa|^^ artd that they are all ibund } 
it is tbereCord opoii this account, that H^Mer'dys the ihepherd re- 
jot^. jftOkir^ tve find^ well un'deinood «rh&t Jitri^otle many ages 
after him remarlc*d, viz, that theep grdw Yat by df inking.' ThiiS 
therefore is the reafoo, why ihepherds are accuftomed to give their 
flocks a certain quantity of fait every five days in the fumnoer, that 
tky may iqr this means drink the more fxtti), £u]laiV\u&. 
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Sent from an arm fo ftrong the miffiv« wopd 

Stuck deep in earth, '^ qu^ver'd vviiefe it. Sood. 

BatO^»0iKMrrtceiv'4theOfjr4ir*sfirake». 649 

The forceful fpear his hollow coifdet brdce^ 

It ripp'd his belly with a ghaftly wound. 

And roll*d hb fmoakiBg entrails to the ground* 

Stretched on the plain; he fobs away his breathy 

And fttri<yus, grafps xkt bloody duft in death. 645/ 

The vidor from his breaft th$ weapon tears ; 

(His fpoils he €Ould not, for the fhow^r of fpears.) 

Tho^ now unfit an active war to wage. 

Heavy with cumb^rous ara^Si iUff with cold ieg^ r. > 

Bis lifUefs limbs unable, for the courfe f ; . ' 650 

In Handing fight h« yet mairttaiig his force: . ^ : 

*Ti]l faint with Ud>our« and by foes.r^U'd, 

His tirM, flow ftepr, he drags £rom off the field. 

D^2/i&o^ir/ beheld him as he paft, : 
And, fir 'd with hate, a: parting ja^'Uncaft: . 65$ 

The jav'lin err'd, but held its courfe along, . ' 
And pierced Jfcalaphus^ the braVe and young: 



V. 655. Andy fr'd with hate.^ Bemer does not tell usi the bccafioa . 
of this liiatred ; but (ince his days» ^imonuUi and Uycut write, that 
Idomeneui znA'Dttpbobus were rivals, and both in love with fTir/nf* . 
This very well agrees with the ancient tradition which Euripida and 
yirgil have followed : for after the death of Ptfm, they tell us iA 
^was efpouTed to De'ifbohuu Eufiatbius* 



The. 
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The Too of Mars fell gafping on the groand, 
hxA gnaih'd the daft all blood/ with his wound. 

Nor knew the forious father of bis £dl ; 666 

High thioiiM amidft the great Olymfign ha(l^ 
On golden clouds th' immortal fynod fatOi 
Detained from bloody war \>y Jovt and Tc^. 
Now, if^ere in duft the breathlefs hero la^^ 
For flain Afcidafhus commenced the fray. 665 

I liiiphtlhn to feize his helmet flies, 
I And from his temples rends die glittering prize ; 
Valiant as Mars^ Meriones drew near. 
And ion his loaded ^m difcharg*d his fpear : ^ 

He drops the weight, difabled with the pain 2 670 

The hollow helmet ring^ agaiait the plain. 
Swift as a vulture leaping on his prey» 
From his torn arm the Grecian rent away 
The reeking jav^lini and rqoinM his friends. 
His wounded brother good Folifes tends ; .675 

Around his. waift his pious arms he threw. 
And from the rage of combate gently drewc/ 
Him his fwifl courfers, on his 4>lcndid car ^ - 
Rapt from the lefr^ning thunder of the "wiar t 
To Trqjf they drove him» groaning from the fbore, 680 
And fprinkling, as he paft» the fands with gore. 

Meanwhile frelh fhiughter bathes the fanguine ground. 
Heaps £dl on heaps, and heay'n and earth rewound. 

Vol. IV. C ^^^ 
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Bold Jpbareus by great JEneas bled ; 

As toward the chief he tom'd' his daring head, 685 

He picrc'd his throat j the bending head deprcft 

Beneath his hehllM» nods upon his bread ; 

JJis fhield reversed" ofie'r the fall'n warrior lies j 

And everIa(Ung flumbdr feals his eyes. 

AntiUehuSf as Tbein toniM' him ronnd, 690 

Trailfpierc'd his back with a diOioneft wound ; 

The hollow vein that to the lieck extends ' 

Along the chrne, hit €ager jav*lin retids : 

Sapine he falk, and to his focial train 

spreads his inoplbring arms, bat fpreads in vain. 695 

1%* exulting vi&of Vealflti^ where he hy, 

From his broad fkoulders tore thcf fpofls awK^ ; ' 

Hb time obferv^d ; for-cIos*d by foer atdtmd; 

On all fides thick, dte peals of zrtOA refomidl 

His (hield embofi^d, the rmg;ing ftorm fbflainsy 700' 

But he impervious and untouched remains: ' 

(Great Neptune's caref preferv'd fVona hoftile rage - 

This youth, the jby of iV^^or^s glorious age)^ 

In arms intrepid, with the firft he fought, 

Fac'd ev'ry foe; and cv'ry danger fought j 70Z 

His winged htice, rcfifttefs as th« ¥^nd, ^ 

Obeys each mdtion of tiie m^fter's mmd, 

Reftleft it- flies, iwpatient to be* frc^ 

Apd meditates- the dlftantenemy. 

The 



} 
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The fon QUApus^ Adamas drew near, 710 

And flruck his target with the brazen fpear. 

Fierce in his front : bat Neftuw wards the blow^ 

And blants the jaylin of th* eluded fee. 

In the broad buckler half the weaptm fiood 1 

S{^inter'd on earth flew half the brokea wood*. 7 1 5 

Difarm'd, henungjcdintheTr^/iMrcrewi 

Sat MiHoAffem tftttock hian as he flew, 

Diep in thebdy'tfte an entnmce fbond. 

Where fluurp die pang, end mortal it the wooad.' 

Bending he fell, and doubled to the grodnd^ 720 

Lay pantbg. 'Fhus lUi ox, in letters tfi. 

While death*s (bong pangs^ diftend his laboring fide, 

Hii balk enonnoas OA the fldd^ dtff^ayt; 

His Heaving heart beats thick, as ebbing life decays. 

'l*he (pear, the con^a'/or from his body drew, 725 , 

Atd d^M9k*s dim ftacfot!^ fwam befbre his view. 

y. 710. SenA'tig ie fiO, and ddaUai td tht grtmnd. 
Lay patHitig, » ■ ■] The origtntl ii. 

The verfification rtfprefents the ihort broken patitiii^ of the dyinf 
ipvarrior, in the fliort fudden break at tlie fecond fyllable of the fecond 
line« And this beauty »» as it happens, precifely celled in the 
Bfqtfip* ft ii not • often that a Tranitator can do this juftice td 
HmUTy but he mnft be content to imitate thefe graces and propric- 
ties at more diftuce, by endeavoohng at foaoetidn^ paxrallel, tho* 
avtthefiQ^ 
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Next brave Deifyrus in daft was Iay*d : 

King Hilentts wav'd high the Thracian blade. 

And fmote, hb temples, with an arm fo ftrong. 

The helm fell offy and roird amid the dirong : jyi 

There, for fome ladder Greek it refts a prize. 

For dark in death' the god-like owner lies { 

With rigiog grief great MentUiis boms. 

And fraaght with vengeance, to the vidor tarns ; 

That jhookthe ppnd'roas lance, in a& to throw, 755 

And this fiood adverie with the bended bow; 

Fall ea his bre^ft the Tr^an arrow fell. 

But harmlefs bounded from the j^ated ftecl. 

As on fome ample barn's well- harden'd floor, 

(The winds coUedfd at ea^ open door) 749 



V. 728. King Hdenut.] The appellation of King was not ;uideiitl}r 
coniioed to thoTe only «vho bore the fovereign dignity, but applied 
alfo to others. The^P W9S in the i/land of Cyftrus a whole order of 
officers caird Kings, wliofe bufinefs it was to receive the relations 
of informers, concerning all that happened in the lAand, and to 
regulate affairs accordingly. Eufiatbius, 

V. 739. Ai on font ampU'barnt weU'f>arM d fiowA ^ft ou{^C 
not to be ihoc)ke4 iat t)\t fKeqneacy of thefe fimilei uken from the 

->• i<!eas of a rural life. In early times, before pditenefs had raifed thjc 
oftcem of art fubferviept to lu;cury, above .thofe necefiary to the fuh- 
f-ilence of mankind; agriculture was the employment of perfonsof 
the greateft cfteem and diftindUon: We.^ ij^.f^^^ hiAory Princes 
bufy at (heep-ihearing ; and in the time" of the Roman common- 
wealth, a Di^ajor taken from the plough. Wherefore it ought not tp 
be. wondered at, that ^lufions and f o;npari(bns of this kind are.fre- 
4'4cntly ur<|d by %nclent hej-oic writers, as ^ell to raiie, as illufti ate thqir 
^e/criptions. But pjacfi thefear^ are l^llen from their ancient dignity^ 
and become ^he drudgery of , the loweil people, the images of them 
are likewise funk into.meann^s, and wit^ut this coniideration muj( 
appeas to ccmmon readers unworthy to have place in Epic poems.. It 
wijs perhapi through too inoch deference -to fuch taftes^ that CJba/man 

pmiStcd this Amilc in his tranHatioa. 
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While the broad h,n with force is whirled aroond. 

Light leaps die golden grain, refaldng from die ground : 

So from die fteel that guards Strides* heart, 

Repetrd to diftaoce dies the bounding dart. 

Atrides^ watchful of th* unwary foe, 745 

Pierc''d with his lance the hand that grafp^d the bow. 

And naird it to the eugfa : The wounded hand 

Trailed die long lance that marked with blood the &nd : 

Biit good Agaunr gendy from the wound 

The fpear fididcs, and the bandage bound ; 750 

A fling^s foft wool, foatchM from a foldier's fide. 

At once tke tent and ligatmre* fopply'd. 

Beholdf 

▼. 7151. Jijbu^s Jofi ^ootf fnaich^d from a fnUier't fiU^ 
At ike tbe tent and ligature fupptf d*'\ 
rThe wor^ of the ori^nal are thefe : 

XfmXffp £» af» o» Of pa«tt^ f x* voifAcW Xawr. 

H^ padTag^ by the .Commentators ancient and^ modern, fetmf 
tJShcTy uidcrfbod in the feak ezprelTed in this tranflation : The word 
9po&9ji pvoperly figmfying a Sli^i which (as Eujtatbius obfertes 
horn an old Scboliaft) was anciently made of woollen ftrings* Chap- 
ma» alone diflenu £rom tbe common interpretation, boldly pronoun* 
dog that flings are no where mentioned in the JUad, without giving 
ttv leafon for his opinion. He therefore tranflates the word ^Pif^orn 
a Searf, by no other authority but that he lays, it was a fitter thing 
k battg a vownded arm in, than aJUng ; and very pr^tily wheedles his 
reader into this opinion by a nioft gallant imagination, that bis ffuire 
ti^t carry this Scarf aiout bim as a fervour of bis own or of bis 
mafte^s mifirtfs. But for. the nfe he has found for this fcarf, there Is 
lot any pretence from the original ; where it is only f^id. the wound 
was bound up, without any mention of banging the arm. After all, 
he is hard pat to It in his tranflation ; fer bdn^ tc>(ftW^ ^^ ^'^'^^ '^ 
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Behold f Fifftndtr^ urg'd by fjite*^ drcree. 
Springs thrp^ ^ raoks to fallj ^xA faU.by tte^ 
Great Menelaiis / To enhiu&ce tby &n9 $ 755 

^H^gh-tow^iiogiatbeiroiity (he w»rf1or ci^e« 
Firil the (harp lance was by J^ridet thr^wni 
Tha lance far diftant by the wuads was blpwa. 
Nor pierc'd Pi/ander thro' Atridts^ ihicld 5 
Fi/andirh fpear fjell fhiver*d on tk^ field. . f6a 

Not fo difcourag'dy 10 the future bGod, 
Vain dreams of conqoeft fwdit his haii^htgr jnindi. . 
Dauntlefs he ruihes vh^re the SparUm ]ord 
Like lightening brandiih'd his ftr-beaouBg InroEdi 
His left arm high opposed the ihining ihield : 765 

Hk right) beneath, the covered poje-a^pe he)di 



Scarf, and obliged to cnention ff^oot, we are left intirely tt t kA to 
Know from whence he gpt (he lattcT' 

A liUe pafliige recurs near the end of this book, wbm tlM Poet 
fays the Lurum w^t t« war wkhout -fliicM or fpe^, only anned, 

To|oi<i'» ««Ht;rp^» ol^f «fi^y.' t. 716. ^ " * 

Which laft expreflioh, as all the Conunentators agree> fignlfies Hi 
fing'y though the word of ci^oyii is not u^. Chapman here likewife 
- without any colour of authority, diffents from the common opinon \ 

but very inconftant in his errors, varies his miftake, and alTures ns> 

this expreffion is the true Peripbrqfis of a light kind of armour, eaUtd a 

Jack, ^bicb aUpur arcben ufed toftrve in of old, and which were ever 

^iked with woqf, 

V. 766. The cwtr*d pole-axe,'] Homer never afcribes this weapon 

to any but the Barbarians, for the battle^ze was not ufed in war by 
ifhe politer natioA?t It was the favourite weopon of xhtAmaxsm* 

Euftathim, 



(An 
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(Aq olivets cloudy grain the handle made, 

Diftin£l wkh.ftuds ; and brazen was the blade) 

This on the helm difchargM a noble blow; 

The plume droppM nodding to the^lain below, 770 

Shorn from the creft. Atrides wav'd his fleel : . 

Deep thro' his front the weighty faulchion fell. 

The csafhing bones before its force gave way ; 

In dull and blood the groaning hero lay; 

Forc'd from their ghaftly orbs^ and fpouting gore, 775 

The clotted eye-balls.tumble on the fhorf . . 

The fierce Atridet ipum'd him as he bled. 

Tore of his ^rm?, and loud exuhiog, faid. 

Thus, Trojans^ thus, at length ,be taught to fear ; 
race perfidioui^ who delight in war I 780 

Already 



V. 779« 72f Jj^teeh tf Menelaus.] This ipeech of MeneUut over 
his dying enemyy is very difF^'rent from thofe with which Homer fre- 
quently makes his heroes infult the vanquifhed, and anfwers very 
4nk^tbe ;dianAar «f tius :good-oatnssd Phubb. Here ore do InfuJtmg 
^tmott, no «racl £wcafiti%, m»r.wiy iportUig Jivicfa the partkufakr ti^(- 
intunes €if the 'dead <; The iavci^ives he makes «re general, armng 

"naturally irom a Mmewbrance of his wrongs, a|kd being ahnoft no- 
thing e\{h but a recapitulation of them. Thefe reproaches come 
moft jvfMy from this Prince, m being the oniy pertbn among the 
Crte^s vifho had received any peribnal injury from the Trcjaur, The 

-apoftrophe he mahes to yi/piter, wherein he complains of his pr«- 
teAing a wicked people, has given occaTion to cenfure i/Mf^ as giiiUy 
of impiety, in vnalcing hit heroes tax the Oods with injuftice; fiot 
fince, in the former paSrt- of this fpeeck, it is exprelly (aid, that Jw 

'piur .will certainly puni& the Tri^iwby the .de(hii^i(m of thefcr cijy 
for violating the laws of hofpitaUtyj «hc latter port ought otaly to-be 
confideted as a complaint ^to Jtipitat ;for delaying that vengeance : 

•This fefle£Uon being 4io mose than whit a fioos fuftering minH, 
grieved at the.flonrifljing eondition of profperous wickcdneC?, ntight 
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Already noble deeds yt have perform^, 

A Prince& rap'd-tranfcends a Navy ftorm'd: 

In fuch bold feats your impiotis Migbt approve, 

Without the affiftance, or the fear of Jove, 

The violated rites, the ravifh^d dame,. 785 

Our heroes ilaughter'd, and our (hips on fhune; 

Crimes heapM on Crimes, ihall bend your glory dows^ 

And whelm m rums yon* flagitious to>Vn. 

€> thou, grea Father f Lord of earth and fkies^ 

Above the tkolght of man, fupremdy wife f 79^ 

If from thy hand the feats of mortals fkm. 

From whence this fevowr to an impious foe ? 

A godkfs crew, abandoned and unjufF, 

Still breathing rapine, violence aind liift t 

TE^ beft of things beyond their meafure, cloy; 79^ 

Sleep's JMdmy bleffing, love*8 endearing joy} 



iHrttt»tty.fjdIinto. Not uftlike this is the eoonpfiunt of the pophiC 
yeramii, ch. xx. t. x« Siigbttoms art tbou, Lardy when Jfludtakh 
Ah.: yet Utmita& tm'tb thet fftby judgmmn. fFbtnfon dotb the vmtjp 
rf thi mfichd pro^ f Wbtrtfort art ail thtf baffy tbat dml tftry 
irftuhertajlf P 

. Nothing on xnort fnlly nprcieAt the cruelty and injuftice of the 
^rojam, than the obfenntion with which Menekuu finiines their clui- 
ra^er, by laying, that they haye-t more ftrong, conftant, and infati- 
ahle ^^petite after bloodihed and rapine, thaa others have to latisfy 
the moft agreeable PleaJores and natural defiret. 

v. 795. 72tf hifi of tbingi bg^nd tbeir meafurty ckyJ] TheTe words 
coraprehoid a very natural fientimetit, which pertedly Aewt the 
• vopderful folly of men s They are ibon wearyM with the moft 
agreeable thingt, wheni they are innocent, but neves with, the moft 
toilfonoe things ia the worlds when injuft and criminaL Ettftatbius, 
Packr, 

The 
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Thefeaft, the dance; whatever mankind Mire. 

£v'n die fweec charms of (acred namben dre. 

Bat Troy for ever reaps a dire deHght 

Ib thirft of ilaughter, and in loft of f!ght. 8oa 

This {aid« he feiz'd (while yet the carcafs heav*^) 
The Uoody armoar, which his train receiv*d : 
Then fudden mix*d among the waging crew» 
And the bold ion of Pylamencs flew. 
JkrpaUom had thro* Jfia travelled far, fbj 

FoDowing his marttal Ather to the wal|||f 
Thro* filial love he left his native (hore, 
Never^ ah sever, toliehold it more! 



W 707. The dance,'\ In the origiaal it it caUed »f<ttffM», fge 
[HLOKysdameei to diftinpiiih (hys EuftatbiusJ what iort of dandfg 
it u tnat Homer commends. For tber.e were two kinds of dancing 
fniEdStd among the ancients> the one reputable, invented hyMiatrva, 
or by Ca/hr and Pollux | the other diflumcft, of which Pern, or Bse- 
cbMs, was the authors They were diftingjuihed by. the same of the 
tsai^c, and the comic or iatyric ..dance. But thoie wHich ^bahly 
our Aatfaor conuneodi wero oertaio^ nulitaiy daoces^ uicd bv the 
gmteft lieroea. One of this fiirt was kncnvA to the JlSteeAm'ems 
and Petfiua, pra£fciied by .^tmocbut the greaC^ and the famous Po^« 
fertbon^ There was another which -was danced in-complcat armour, 
KaXitdLXbttFyrrbieky.fnmByrrhiaa the ^partun its inventor, which 
continued in faihion among the I.0£v<4nMiv49««. .. ^c«/r|irr: the father 
leoorks, that this dance was too laborious to remain long in i^ 
.oicn among tbeancienta} however* it ffcms that labour could- ifbt 
. fifeoatage tisis bold Critick from reviving that lao^bk kind of dance 
in tfaie prefence o^ the. Emperor ACunhm/iM and bit whole court. . 4t 
is not to be doubted ^t the perCoroiance raiitd their iadmiratioii ; 
. nor moch to be wondered at,, if they defired to fee mote tbaO'Ottce 
. fo. extraordinary afpedad^ as we have i\ in his own words. PtHirieesy 
Eb, 1. capi 18. Banc ftJtatienem [Pvrrhicam] »os ^ iiepe, ^^» 
ftrean Drvo JliUfCtmiliaHo, Juju BoHifacii fatmi, 'noa fine ftupose 
tpdns Oermaaiar^ re^ajaaavimut. 
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His unfacce&ful fpear he chancM to fliog 
Againd the. target of die ^/«f//i» King I „• S40 

Thus of his lance difarm^dy frooi. death he Am, 
^And tarns around bis apprehenfive eyes, : ' 

Him, thro* the hip tranfpierciDg as he fled. 
The (haft of Meriou mingled with the dead. 
Beneath the bone the glancmg point defends,. S 1 5 

And driving down, the fwelling bladder. rends; 
S()nk in his fad compamqns ^m% he Iay» . 
And in (hort pWpg9 fobb'd his foul^ Away ; 
( Like fome vile worm extended oa the ground) 
While life's red torrent gu(k*d fnoyn put the wp9n4* Sto 



V. 819. Lih.Jfome vik loorm extended on the ground f'\ I cgnnot be 
of Euftjtbius*s opioionj that this iimile was Sed^ed to Ms2i& the 
character of fiarpalion, and to repreient him in a mean and difgrace- 
fill view, a? one who had nothing noble in him. I rather think 
from the chandler he ^ves of thi& young man, whofe piety canj'd 
him to the win to attend his father, and from the air of this wlk^le 
{^(Tage, which is tender and f»athetick, that he intendied this hnmbie 
<lbmpariAm onl^ a) a mortifying picture of hunian inif^ and m6r« 
tality. As to the rerfes which Euftfuhiut l^kdges for a p|0of V t^ 
fDvardice of H^i^;pMiffMr^ 

II«lur|o0-< wccnriainn, 

Thoe (etreae dcicriM is the firft Teric it common to the greatcfl 
'heroe« in Homer j the fame words are applied to DeifMiis tod M^ 
rionh in this hotAty and to Patroeltn in the x6th, ▼. Si> of the 
Grttik, The ftme thing io other vroids is ftid etes of the great jijax, 
^f/. 15^ ^. 728. And we have Vlj^ defcfibed in the 4th ▼. 497. 
. with the fame drcumfpe^ion andfear of die darts : thouf^ none 
ef thoie warriors have the fame reafon as Harfaiion for th^r retreat 
or. caution, he alone being unarmed, which cirounftance tate away 
ail imputajuon of cowardice* 

* Hud 
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Him on his car the Papblagonian train 
Tn flow procdOon bore from off the plain. 
The pecfive father, father novv no moref 
Attends the mournful pomp along the (hore. 
And unavailing.tears profufely (hed, ^z^ 

And unreveng'd deplor'd hia offspring dead. 

Paris from far the moving fight hjeheld. 
With pity foften'd, and with fary. fwclPd : • 

His honoor'd hofl, a youth of ,fflatcklefs grace, 
Andilos^i of 2^ ihtPaphlagpmimitaot] . ^30 

With his full firength he bent his angiy bow. 
And wing'd the feathered vengeance at the foe. 
A chief there was, the brave Eucbenor nam'd,^ 
For riches much^ and more for virtue fam'd. 



V^Sflfl. 7h4ftajfve father, ^ We hafe ieeQ ia the SthHtad thr 
^eath of ryhtmeim genoral of the Pflpbtagomdm : How tomes he then 
Uk this {khice to b^ iatiiodiMed 48 foUowmg the funeral of hit ibta .^ 
Bt^Unbim -infonns us of a moft ridiculous Solution of foime Critick's, 
VAO thoc^ k might be the gboft of diis vnhoppy father, who -not 
. rke^yet ioteffe4, according to the ofMfoii of the andeati, wanderM 
«pon the urth. Znoektut not iatisiyd with this (as indeed he had 
little^ raafin to be) changed the name PyUemma Intxy KyidBrntnes, 
Midpm/s thuiki- there were two of the £ime name i as' there arer'in 
M t mr two Scbe£iu'Sf. two Emymedottt^ and thrae jidaJhWut And 
others correal the verfeby adding a negathre> ^trd t* «f ^» wari^p. 
«»i ; 'bis father did not foilovf his chariot nmth his face bathed in tears. 
Which laft; if not of more weight than the reft, is yet BU)re Jngehi.- 
•Qf. Eujfafhiuu Dacier,.^ " * 



JTor did bis valiant father (noiv it moref 
Purfke the momn^ul fmnp along the Jboref 
ih Jir9 fur^nv*di to grace th* stttthnefy iitr^ 
wr ffrtfodc tbt-xotd ajhetvntp a ftfr^ 






Wh 
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Who held his feat in CorintPs ftatelf town ; 83$ 

Folydus fon, a fccr of old renown. 

Ofi' had the father told his earljf doom, 

By arms abroad, or (low difeafe at home : 

He climbM his vefTel, prodigal of breath. 

And chofe the certain^ glorious path to deatb. 9i|o 

Beneath his ear the pointed arrow wtnt ;; 

The foul came iiHitng at the narrow vent r 

His limbs^.annerv'c)* drop nfdefs on the ground^ 

And everlafting darkneft fbades him round. 

Nor knew great HeQor how his legions yieU,. 8j^ j^^ 
( Wrapt to the doud and tumolt of the fieki) 

Wide 



y. 840. And cb^t the ceruu'n, giorioMS p^B to Juab.l Thus we- 

iet Euchemr is like AcbiUa, who failed to Trojf, though nc knew be 

A<mM fall before itt This fn^ht lomewhat luve prejudiced the 

ttun€ker oi AebUla, every branch of which ought to be finale, and 

' toerior to all others, as he ought to he without a riTsl in*eTery 

thing thgt fpeaks a hero : Therefore we find two c(iential diffemces 

^%ef ween Eutbrnor and AtbHUs, which npeferve the fupeiioritv of the 

Jiero of tilft poem. Acbilk^ if he had not fiuled to Trv^, bad en^ 

jorfed arlMg Ufe ) but Eucbemt had been ibon cut of by fotat cmel 

. tfirafe. Miilet bong independent, and as a King, cott£d have lived- 

i ^fl eafe at home, without b«ng obnoxious ta any di%race j but Ai- 

'A^9» being buta private* man, muft eitha have gpne to the war, or 

Iten expofed to an ignominious penalty. Euftatbiut. DmcUr. 

V. 845. Nor knew great Heaor, &;c.T Moft p9K of this book 
being em^Ioy*d to deicribe the .brave refinance the Grttkk made on 
their left under Umiuueut and 'Meriona ^ the Poet now ibifta^ the 
Iccoe, and returns to Htdor, whom he left in the centre of & 
army, tfter he had paflled the wall, endeavouring in vain ta break 
the phalanx where iijuu* cdmmanded. And that the reader might 
tub* notice of this change of place, and carty diftinAly in his mind- 
«Bck fccne of afiion, Homir is very careful in the following lines to< 
kl At know that fUSor ftiil cQntinuet n tbr places where he had 

fiiA. 
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Wide on the Irft the force ofGreea commands. 

And conqueft hovers oe> the Achaian baods : 

With fach a tide fupcrior virtue fway'd. 

And * he that (hakes the ibh'd earth, gave aid; 9*50 

But m the centre BeSor fixM' remainM; * Niptmne. 

Where firft the gates were fytc% and bulwarks gained ; 

There, on the margin of the hoary deep^ 

(Their naval ftation where th^ Jjaces keep, 

And where low walls confine the beating tides, 8jf 

WhoTe humble barrier fcarce the foes divides ; 

Where late ift fight, both foot and horfe* engaged; 

And all the thunder of the battel r8g*d) 

There jotn^cly the whcrfe Saotian firength remains. 

The proud lonians with their fweepmg trains, 880: 

l«ri7jarj and Pi^^M»/»;and th* .F/^rov fbrce': 

Bat ]obi*d lepd not. Aa9^*» fieryrcourfe.. 



M yaflbd'tfie wall, at that part of it wBch was loweft, (as ^^ 
pant from«&*:pir^*8. having poU'd dowiil one of its batttanenCs <on 
foot, Ub. IS.) and which was neareft the ftation where the ihipa of 
^an were iaM» becanfo that hero was probaUy tfaongfata fufiKient 
ttard for that oart. As the Poet is fo venr eza£t in defcribifig eacjir 
Qt^ as in a diart or plan, the reader ought to be carefol to trace 
cacS a£lioD in it 5 otherwife he will fo nothing but con6ifion in 
things which are in themielves very regular and diftina. This oh- 
fervatioa ia the- moro' necefliiry, becaufe even in iSiis place, wfoe 
the Poet intended to prevent any fucfa miftake, Dacwr and'pther 
interpcetera hm applid to the preihit a£^ion what li only. k»fe- 
CBpitnlation-of 'the time and place defcribfed in die former l>bbk'. 

V» S6i« PbtbiataJ\ The PMmms are not the troops of Achittet^ 
for. thefe were.caUed Pbtbiatn ; but they were the troops of Jproff/i" 
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The flowV of JtJbens, Sticbiut^ PJbidas led. 

Bias, and great Menefibeus at their head. 

Migts the ftrong th' £/«i««. bands controurd, ^^5 

And Draclus prudent, and Ampbi^n boid; 

The Pbtbiam Med^n, fam'd for martial jnighr. 

And brave Podarcn, a^ve in the fight. 

This drew from Pbylacus his ndble line; . 

Ifbiclui Ton : and that {O'iUus) thine :. ^7^ 

(Young Ajax" brother, by a Horn emhcace ; 

He dwelt far diftant fxx>m his native place, , 

By his fierce ftepdame from his father's reigs 

Expelled and exil*d> for her brother flain.) 

Thefe rule the Pbtbiam, and their aiyns employ . ^75 

Mixt with Boeotians, on the ihores of Trof, 

Now fide by fide, with like unweary'dtare^ 
Sach Jjax laboured thro* the field of war. 
So when two tordly bulls, with equal toil^ 
Force the bright j^owlhare thro? the fallow foil, %io 

Jouf d tc^^onc yobe^ th* Atd>born cartb \S^ tear^ 
. And tiacf IJaigp fiigoys with the ftiniafcfliatgj^ 



▼. t79. S9 9fBtii ttaa brdtf iuUs, &«•] Tfie linage berr gtven of 
djie J^aces is voy lively and aaJ3i j tbne beina bo circumftaMe of 
■#ieir prefent condition that it not to be Ibund ia. the coaapftriiiMi''; 
iDd no particular in the compaxiiba chat, does not rafenUe tike o£b^n> 
tf 'the heroes. ' Their ^ength and labour, their uaantaiity and 
•earaeis to each other, the difficulties ^y arug§le ^ainft, and the 
fweat occafioaed by the iliugg|ij»g, parfefUy concfpoodinf ^trkh the 
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tr huge iimhs the fotm defcendft k ftow, 

ams of r»ve»t^wn their fow*r fiorehcjub Aow/ 

of heroes fi^kMrcd thm? the fields 8B5 

re by torns great jijax^ fer'sfeklihidd^ 

ar he briath^d; remiffive of hii liiaght^. 

ich th* mceflant fhughtiBrt of the 6^ : 

twing troqpi hb bmye Mbomt giMe» 

engagenentiuiuapnidh'd.Raeef .. £90 

riVuiiqaadroaisoor thejav'ImJwald; , 

jr the hehn, nor lift the flDOOny ^ieid ; 

'd ffooi £ur die flyiag Atft to wiag» 

1 the (bmidiiig pebhk from the ffiog, 

iisyrithtbefeihe|rtsBiacedMtipi«fo«i4» ^' ^i, 
he diftantwafrior^io ihe g^Qd» 
ttht.iMy thcT#/iuwjVtii tnua ' < -^ 
'd 10 bright Aihw, t prcffiog fgfat flMHotain ; 
he rear tht LoeyvAr tnchers lifl^ 
ftonesBDdanowBintcvcepttlieikyv . r .o^ 
a|^ leofeft Oft ihe &>ei4jiqr poor & 
rattVmgOfdosopniotheftiwf'i^ .:? 'r^ . "- \ 
httd the Qrvfibetenttl lane «ci|iiirtf,, : 
a gOI'd //iMi 10 the Mb redirVI i 
iFoiydoMtts^ diibeedf bcav^ - i ' .ij^5 

;*d great He&ary and thbcoonlU fairei - ■ . : 
' great in aO» thou leem'ft a?aie to^knd\ ^ 
al audience, to a fiudiM ftieod ; 
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To Gods and men thy matchle(k w(Mth is knov^n^ 

And ev*i7 art of glorious war thy oiyn ; ^ yiC 

But in cool thought and coonfel to excel» 

How widely difos this from waning well? 

CSotttent with what the boonteoos Gods lunre giv*n. 

Seek not akme tVogroft the gifts of heait*n* 

To Tome thofow^it of Uoody war hetong,. gv 

To fome, fweet mx£Cf and die charm of fong; 

To few, and'wondlroos few» has Jgw affign^d 

A wife, extenfive, idloonikiVing^niind>; 

Thdr Guardians thefer ^ 9«tkm»roimd confefi^ 

And towns and emj^vs for t&ehr fiifcty blefs. /^ ^ 

U heav'n Jome lo^d^this tirtDe in iny braaft/ ' i . - 

Attend, O Hiaory.vfhtLt Ij^dgt the beft. ; ^ 

See, as4hoa moT*4^ on dangers dangers %ead; * ; '* 

And war^a. whole foiy boms ahHmd. thy head, 

BehoM! diftre&*d within yon* hdftile wall^ 9^^ 

How mukyTrtymuykid^ iifytttkf orMi 'V 

What troops, oatrnnber'd, . icaraer the wa^8^ialaiB K 

And whK bravo beroes^at tberAtps lie flainf 

Here oeafe thy fwy ; and the Chieft and Kings 

Convoked to co^ndiU weigh the fum of ditng^ 

Whether (the Gods facceedti^ottr defires) ' ^^^ 

To yon* tall^iiitpsi tb bttur the Trafan fires; ^ 

Or qait the. fleet, and pafs onhmt awajs 

Coim»ted with thexonqqeft of the day. 

Lter 




J 



} 
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I fear, I fear, left Greici (not yet andont) 935 

hy the large debt of kft revolving fan ; 

Miilet^ great AchUIety ftt rejnaios 

f)n yonder decks, and yet overlooks the plaios I 

The cousfcl pleas'd ;. and HeBor with a botmd, 
Leap'd from his chariot on the trembling ground ; 940 
Swift as he leapM, his clanging arms refound. 
To goard this poft (be cry^d) thy art employ. 
And here detain the {catcer'd yoath^ ot 7r<^ t 

Whfte 



y. 937* Ae&illes, gttttt Achilles, yet remains 

ihymider^iichf and yet o^erhokt the plains !J ' '•' 

Tbeie jKi«r was a nobler encomimn than this of AcbiUes^ It fetnt 
taoii§h to ft wife a conniisllor as Ppfydamtu^ to convince io inCrepid a 
warrior at Heffor, in bow great danger the Truant ftood, to ny> 
Achilles jets ut. '* Though be abftaint from the fight, he ftill cafta 
« his .tye Mt the battel $ it is true, wa are a brave army, and yet 
'<* koep our ground, Bat ffiH AeJMskti ns> and- wt arc not iale^** 
I!lu8 refle<bon noakes him a God, a fingle regard of whom can turn- 
' the £ite of armies, and determine the de£ny of a whole peofife. 
And bow nobly- is this thought eact en dc d in the progrefs of the poem, 
where we fliall fee in the i6vh book the Treyans Hy at the firft^ fight 
of his armdur, wont hyPatrochai and in the x8th their deftat com- 
aleated by his fole appearance, noarmed on hb fhip. 

T. 939. HeAor, with a heund. Leaf ^ from bir eiariet,J BeShr 
bavmg in th^ laft book alighted, and eaoied the I'rejam to Wave their 
duuiots behind them, when they pafs the trench, and no mention of 
toy chariot but diat ofjifius fince occurrmg in the battel ; we muft 
aeceflarily infer, cither that Homer has negle^ed to mention the ad-^ 
tance of the chariots, fa circomftance which flionld not have beerk 
Mnittcd) or elfe, that he is guilty here of a great miftake in making 
Heffor feap from his chailot. I think it evident, that this is really a 
ftp of tbe Poet*s memory: For in this very book, v. 533. (of the 
original} We fee Polites leads off his wounded brother to the plate 
where ius chariot remained behind the army. And again m die n«xt 
book,. Heffor being wounded. Is carried out of the battel in his fol- 
diers araia to the place where his horfea and chariot waited at a di- 
fUoce from the battel. 
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Where yonder beroiBS faint, I bend my way« 

And haften back to end the doubtfal^day. 94; 

This faid ; the tow'riQg chief prq)are8 to go, . 
Shakes his n/Ute plumes lihat to the breeaei Sow,, 
And feemt a moving monntain lopt with lhow« 

ThH>* 



! 



f^iv y ot^ ifKc^ 



"Era^xv I • L/^. 14. V. 428. 

Bot whit putt it Wyon4 di^jpotei that -the chariots contiiitied all thii 
time in the place where they ir^ quitted them, is a paiSige in the 
*feeginning of the X5th boeki whe>e -tbeMfam bcng mmrpowettd 
hr the Gnci^m, fly back over the watt and tnadk, ^tbty caiac«o 
' W place wheie their chariots Aood, 

.llcitber EufUahm nor iWcr hase taken any notice -of thia incoa- 

. -arnityj which woald tempt "One to bclicKe they were wilUna to ovar- 
.loQk what ithey could not excoie. X muft honeftly owji n^ Qpinion» 

-ithd^t there are fisvcral. other oegi^cnpes of this kind mJSmer* I 
cannot think othcrwife of the pafiagf in the pce^ent book^ concernij^g 
Pylifmenei^ npntwitlji (landing the cxcuies pf the Coiiunentatpcs whiJh 
iaire there given. The very ufiag the iiMDe name in difiereiit jdaces 
for di^erent perfona, confounds tiie reader in the ftory, and is wl^it 
certainly wouid be better avoided ; So that *tis to no purpofe to %> 

. there might as well be two Pyl^tnunest as two Scbediuis, two Eurj" 
,medons, two Opbekfins, &C unce it is more blaAcable to be.negligfSPt 
in' many inftances than in one. VirgJl \% -not free from this, as 

, MofrcAius has . obferved. Sat, /. 5. c. 1 5. But the abovementioned 
names are proofs of that Critick*s being greatly miftakeq in affirming 
that Hvmer is ^ot^hy of the iiune. It. is one of tho(e many errors 
jbe was led into by his partiabty to Homer above FirgiL 

v.. 94.8. Aad fitmM a mwing mountain tppt vvith ftnvf,'] This 
fimiile is very ibort in the original^ and requires to be opened a little 
to difcovcr its full beauty. I am not of lAf,X>acier% opinion^ that 

.the 
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Tiuro' all his hoft» jc^iog foroe, he^jei. 

And bids anew the nm^MX ^wmkt rife. 9]^ 

To Pantbmi' ion, fit ^A9«r^B lugh corasmnd^ 

Hade the bold l^adctrs or^the Tr^oM iwA i 

But round the battlements, and CQvnd ibe plaia, 

f <ir many a chief he kiok'd, Jnit looked in mn ; 

Diipk^us, jior Heiitnts the feer, 9^5 

Nor ^Kj* fon; nor /^' felf appear. 

For thefe wcw piercM with many a ghaftly woond, ' 

Some cold in death, ibme gnattiog on the fround ; 

iSome ktar in dnft (a Biottrofid ol^e^) ky, 

High on ik» wall fefae briiath*d thcar fiMibaway. 9^0 

Far on thd left, amid the throftg" he found 
(Cheering. the troops, and dealing deadu afoond) 
The graceful farts ; whom, with fttry mov*4, 
Qpprobrioat, thus th* impatipnt chief reproved. 



the Inflre of HeSfor'B armour wat that whi<;h fvrnifhed Homfr with 
thii image ; it feemi rather to alhide to the pHmie upon his helmet^ 
in the action of (baking which, this hero is fo frequently paiated 
bj our Author, and from thence diftinguifhed by the remailuMe 
epithet «»§ vOaioX^. This is a very pleating image, and very much 
what Painters call piBurefque. I fancy it gave the hint for a very 
fine one in Spenfer^ where he reprefcnts the t>erron of CMiiemplation 
ja the fif^ire of .a venerable old man ahnoft confumed with (ludy. 

Ht9 fiiowy hcks aiown his Jhoulders J^ead, 
Ak boary frofi with Jj^anglti dotb attire 
72v nufff hr0Ufb€^ ^f woqk half dead. 
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Illfateii Paris! flavf t(5 womankmd, 965 

As fmooth of &ce at frandolent of mind f 
Where is D^f>A«<«/, where u^^Kf gone ^ 
The godlike father, and th' ntrepid fon ? 
The hrctfoi Hiinmff dUj^nfii^ &te, 
Andgreat^^DWJwitf fofear'dof latef gjni 

Black fate hangs o'er thee from th* avenging Gods^ 
Imperial Tt^ from her fbomlations nodti 
Whelm'd in thy coontry^s rains fhalt tkoa &tt. 
And one devonring Tengeance fwallow att. 

When Paris thos : My brother, and my fiiend, 975 
Thy warm impatience makes thy tongne oScad. 
In othec battels I deierv*d thy blame,. 
Tho' the» not deedlefs^ nor nnksown 10 ftmer 
But iince yon' -rampart by thjrarms lay bw, 
I icatter*d daughter from my fatal bow. 9^ 

The chkfi you fcek on yonder (hore lie (Iain 1 
Of all thoie heroes, two alone remain ^ 
' DeipbohmSf and Heltmts the feer: 
Each now difabled by a hpftile fpear. 



V. 965. lU'fattd Paris.] The leproacket which Btlhr hat ctit 

•n Paris, gives us the chancer of this hero^ wko in mtny thiofs 
tefembles AcbilUs \ being (like him) unjtift, Tiolent, and impetuoiiSi 
and making no di^n^on between the innocent 4nd eriminal. k it 
he who is obftinate ia attacking the entrenchsients, yet afts an 
account of thoie who were flain in the attack from Paris \ and tho* 
he ought to blame himfelf for their deaths, yet hrfpeaks to Paris, 
as if through his cowardice he had fuflfered thefe to be (lain, whom 
ht misht have preferved if he had fought courageouily. Ettfiatbitu* 
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Go thai, faccdsfol, where thy fodl infpires: 98$- 

Th» heart and hand (hallfecond all thy fifes : 
^Nhat with this ^m I can, prepare to know. 
Till death for death be paid, and blow for blow. * 
Bat *cis not ours, with forces not onr own - 
Tocombate; Strength is of the Gods aloae* 999 

Thefe words the herpes angry mind afioage: 
Thtn fierce they mii^le where Ike ddckeffiage. ? 
Around PoijdMMns, diftainM widi blood,- i 
Cdrion^ Pbalces^ fieni Ortbisus dood, ^ . . 

?iiiW, with P«$^^^ the divine, 9^ 

And two bdd biothers of Hiffotiim^B line: 
(Who reach!d fair! ifirMr,; fioem ;^aKtf fiuv . i' 
The former, day s thenexteng^dmwar*} 
As when from gloemy dbods a whirhriod fpriags, ... 
Thst bears 7^*^ thunder on its dreadfal wing^ tooo 
Wide o'er the hiafted fieUs the tempeft fweqps, * 
Then gathered, fettles on the hpary deeps ; - 
ThVaflli^led deeps tumnltaous mix and roar; 
The waves behind impel the waves before, 
Wide-roUingy foaming high, and tumbling to the (hore.i 



y. 1005. Wide-rolling, foaming bigby and tumbling totbejbore,'] I 
Jbave eodeavoured ii il^: jrefie.ro iroitate the CQUtv^oDaad broken. 
iouad of the original, whi^h images the tumult and roaring oi many 
•Were. 






'W^aBk 
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Thus rank on rank tfaft thick btttaliOM throng* 

Chief argM on ohie^ tod mail drove man doif : 

Far o'er the. j^auis k drcadfiil order bri|^ 

The brazen Aran iefle& a beaoigr lights. . 

Full in the bkzingTW gpeat HeOwr fhin^d, .to\^ 

Ijke Mars cooMuiEkxiUtt) confaiad inaokittdv 

Before him flamiag^ hkcn o f m o w ihfeki . 

Like the bitwd^fmi* aaflMD'd aH dM( Md: 

His nodding hehn dtaks a ftmatny nif i 

His piercing eyes thro* all the battel ftnr^; . i^;^ 

Aod;^ while beneath his targe he flaih'd akMtg^ 

Shot terrors round, tint withiprM ev*n the fttolq;. 

Thus flalkM he, drcadfuli 4eath wai w bis look^i 
Whole nations fear'd : bbt.aot an ^^r^^i flipofc.. 
The tow*ring Jfaw^ with an ample fbide toso 

AdnacM th0 firft» and thus the chief defy*d« 

HeSor f come on, thy empty thrsacs forbeavf 
*Tis not thy arm; 'tis thund'iting Jaw we fm^ : 
T^he fltill of wir to- u» not idly giv'ri^ 
ho\ -Greece is humbled nOt by Ttoy^ but hcar*n* roi5 
Vain are the hopes that htinghty mind imparts. 
To force our fleet : The Greeks have hands, and hearts. 
Long e'er in flames our lofty navy ^11, 
Vo<ir boailed dty, ami yomr god-boilt wall 

ShaU 
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Shall fink beneath- as, fmoaking on the ground 1 1 o^ 
And fpread a long, ttmneaTurM rain roond. 
The time (hall come, when cfaas'd along the phia 
Ev'n thou (bdt call on Joviy and call in vain ; 
£v*n thott ihalt wiftr, to aid thy de^rate comfe. 
The wings of iUcons for thy flyings hoift ; 103; 

Shajt run, fin^etfbl of a warriors &Ae, 
WUl€ doods offHiMfdly doft conded Ay fluuBif: 

As 



V. 1037. Cbudt of friendly duft»J A CVitidc might take occtfion 
from hence, to fpnk of the end time of the jfcar in which the m- 
tions of the Iliad are fuppofed to have happened* And (according to 
the grave manner of a kamed DtfftiCKtor) beg^ hj infotfrniag uty 
that he has found it muft be the /»mmer feafon, from the frequent 
mention made of clotfdi of Juft : Though what he difcovers might be 
full as well inferred from common fenfe, the fummer being tbo 
natural ieafon for a campaign. Howler he ihould quotef all thefe 
paflages at large j and- aiding to the article of dii/t as much as he can 
find of the fwuit of the heroes, it might fiU three pages very much 
to his own Mtisfi£fcion. It would look well to cbferve farther, that 
the fields are defcribed flowerjr, B, a. v. 546. that the branches of 
a tamariik-tree are flouriihing, //. io» v. 537. that the, warriors 
ibmetimes wafk themielTet in the fea, //. loi v. 674. and feinetlmet'- 
refrelh themfelves by cool breexes from the lea, //. 11. v. 76a. that 
DioKud fleeps- out of his tent on the ground, //. 10. v. x7o< that the 
fijes are very bufy about the dead body of Patroclbs, III 19. ▼. 9o. ' 
that ji^lb covers, the body 6f HcSior with a cloud to prevent its bemg 
icorched, 77. 23. All this would prove the very thing which was* ' 
(aid at'firft, that it was fummer. He migiit next proceed to inquires 
what precife critical time of fummer ? And here the mention of new- 
made honef in //. II. v. 771. might be of great fervice in the in- 
veftigatiott of this important mattier : He would conjcftore from 
hence, that it muft be near the end of fummer, honey being feldom 
taken *tiU that thne ; to which baving^ added the plague which rager 
in book i. and remarked, that infections of that kind- gener^ly 
proceed from the extremeft heats, which heats are not 'till near the 

autuwm % 



1 
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A% dios he fpokCy behold, in open view. 
On foandiog wingB a dexter eagle flew. 
To J9ve*% gkd omen ail the Gredam riii^ 1040 

And hail, with Ihouts, his progrefs thro* the fkies : .; 
' Far-echoing clamours bowid from fide to fide; 
Th^ ceu'd, and. thuf the. Chief of Troy ^^y'd. 

From whence this menace, this infaltiog ilraia? 
Enormous boafier ! doom*d to vaunt in yainb : 1945 
So may the Gods on &<?tfr life beftow, 
(Not that ihort life which mortals lead below. 
But fuch as thofe of Jaw's high lineage bom. 
The blue-ey'd Maid, or he that gilds the mora>) 
As this decifive day (hall end the fame 
Of Gr«rri', and ^r^o; be no more a Dame. . . 1050 
And thou, imperious! if thy madnefs wait 
The lance of A^^r, thou (halt meet thy fate: 



!i| the learned Inquirer inis;ht hug himieif ia this dlfcovery^ 
aii4 conclude ,with triumph. 

U any one think th& too ridiculous to have been ever pvt in 
prance, be may fee what Boffii has done to determine the preciie , 
ieafon of the Mneid^ lib, 3. cb» ii. The memory of that learned 
Critick failed him, when he produced as one of the proofs that it 
was f utumn, a pafTage in the 6th book> where the ifall of the leaf 
is. only mentioned in ^Jimik, He has alfo found out a beauty in 
Horner^ which few even of his greateft admirers can believe he in- 
tended ; which is, that to the violence zn^ fury of the Iliad ht art- 
fully adapted the beat of Jummr, but to the Odjffey the cooler and 
m^turer feafon of autumn, to conefpofld with the fedateneji and fr«^ 
depce oi Uljfes. 

T^iat 
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rhat giant <corfe^ extended en the fliore, 
>liall largely feaft die fowls with iat and geve. 

He laid, and like a ^lion fblk'd along : « 0^5 

With ihoots mceflant earth and ocean rnng^ 
Sent fiom his foll*wii^ hoft : The Grm^nv train 
With anfw^ring thunders fiird die echoing plain $ 
A flioat that tore heav Vs concave, and above 
Shook die fix'd (plendors of the throne of Jove. 1060 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Juno deceives Jupiter by the Girdle of Vemu. J 



N E&T OK Jitting at the table with MackaOB, k 
alarnCd ivM the increafing clamour of thti mmt^ 
and haftens to Agamemnon : On bis nnty ht -maU thai 
Frimce with Diomed and UlyffeSt 'whotn hi infirms tf At \ 
extremity of the danger, Agamemnon propefts ta meJt n 
their ejcape hy nighty which Ulyifes withfiandsi to tohieh^f 
Diomed adds his adince^ that^ nsnunded as they nnttt^ iiejf ^ 
Jhonld go forth and mconrage the army with their fr§/mei%>r^ 
which advice is purfued, Juno feeing the partiaUtj tf Ja- " ' v 
pitcr to the Trojans, forms a defgn to wer-rtmcb him\ Jbi v- 
^fets off her charms with the utmoji care^ and (the tmn 
furely to inchant him) obtains the magick girdle ofVtasQU . 
She then applies herfclf to the God of Sleep, atsd^ nmtb 'J. 
fome difficulty^ perfuades him to feal the eyes of Jupiier | 
this done^ fbe goes to mount Ida, where the God, at firjt 
fight ^ is ra<vijhed 'with her beauty^ finks in her eteebracts^ . , 
and is laid ajletp. Neptune taka ad'vantage of Ins fleem- 
her, andfuccours the Greeks : Hefior is ftruck to tbegroaend 
nvith a prodigious fione by Ajax, and carried off froeee the 
hatul: Several oBions fucceed \ till the Trcjans much A* ^: 
firefs'd^ are obliged to give way : The leffer k]2JLfignati%g4 , 
himfelf in a particular manner. 
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BUT not the genial feaft» nor flowing bowl, 
Ooold charm the cares of Nefior*% watchful foul % 
His ftartled ears th* encreafing cries attend ; 
Then thas, impatient, to his wounded friend* 

What 



• The Poet, to advance the charaAer of iV^or, and give us a due 
efteem for his condu^ and circumfpe^tion, repiefcnts him as deeply 
(olicitotti for the common good : In the very article of mirth or re* 
laxation from the toils of Mtzx, he is all attention to learn the fate 
aod iflbe of the battel : And through his long ufe and flciU in martial 
events, he judges from the nature of the uproar ftill increafing, that 
the fortune of the day is held no longer in fu^pence, but inclines to 
one ilde. Euftatbiut, 



78 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book XIV. 

What new alarm, divine Machaon, hy, 5 

What mixt events attend this mighty day f 
Hark f how the ihouts divide, and how they meet. 
And now come fuU, and thicken to the fleet ! 
Here, with the cordial draught difpel thy care»^ 
Let Hecamede the flrength^ning bath prepare, 10 

Kefrefh thy wound, and deanfe the clotted gore ; 
While I th' adventures of the day explore. 

He faid : and feizing Tbrafimedes'* fhield* 
(His valiant of&pring) haftenM to the Held ; 
(That day^ the fon his father's buckler bore) 15 

Then fnatch'd a lance, and iffu'd from the door* 
Soon as the profpedt open'd to his view* 
His wounded eyes the fcene of forrow knewf 
Pire difarray I the tumult of the Hght, 
The wall in ruins, and the Greeks in flight, 29 



V. I. But not the genial feafi,] At the end of the eleventll book 
vit left Nejior at the table with Maebaon, The atnck of the ia- 
trenchments, defcribed through the twelfth and thirteenth bookf, 
happened while Neftor and Macbaon fate at the table \ nor is thert 
any improbability herein, fince there is nothing performed in thofe 
two books, but what might naturally happen in the fpace of two 
hours. Homer conftantly follows the thread of his narration, and 
never fuffers his reader ta forget the train of aftion, or the time it 
employs. Dacier, 

V. 10. Let Hecamede the batb prepare. "] The cuftom of women 
officiating to men in the bath was ufual in ancient times. Examples 
are frequent in the Qdyffey, And it is not at all more odd, or to be 
fneered at, than the cuftom now ufed in France, of Valeti de Cbambrei 
^relHng and undreflins the ladies« 



(>» 
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en old Ocean*s filent furftte deep, 

(raves juft heaving on the purple deeps : 

\ yet th' expected temped hangs on high, 

IS down the cloud, and blackens in the dLy, 

nafs of waters will no wind obey ; 2 j 

fends one gull, and bids them roll away. 



11. As tvBen old Ocearis Jllent furface JUeps.l There are no 
mow finifiiM pi£hire8 of nature thanthofe which Homer draws 
fal of his comparifont. The bea^ty however of lOine of thefft 
* loft to many, who cannot perceive the refemblance^ having 
lad opportunity to obfefre. the things themfelves. The hfe of 
fcription will be moft fenfible to tbbfe who have been at Tea in 

t In this condition the >A^6r is not intireJy n)otionle£i, but- 
gently in fmooth waves, which flu£luace backwards and for- 

in a kind of balancing motitxn.s This, ftate continues till a, 
wind gives a determination to the waves, and rolls them one 
t way. There is fcarce any thing in t)ie<whol»coh)pars of na- 
uK can more exa£lly reprefent the ftate of an irrefolute mind. 
Jig between two different defigns, fometimes inclining to the 
bmetimes to the other, and then moving to that point to which 
)ltttion is at laft determined. Every circumftance of this com- 
II it both beautiful and juft ; and It is the more to be admired, 
s it is very difficult to find fenfible images proper to reprefiuic 
ocaons of the mind ; wherefore we but rarely meet with fuch 
riibns even in the beft: Poets. There is one of: great beauty 
ii7, upon a fubje£t very like this^ whene he compares his hero's. 

agitated with a great variety, and: quick iticca0ion od thoughts^ 
mciog light reflected from a veffel of wattr in motion. 

GunBavidem, magna curarum JhtSugi aflu^ 
Atjueanimumy nunc butt celerwrn, nunc di'vidk iUaCf 
In part ef que rapit varias, ptrqtte omnia /verfaf^ 
Sicut aqua tremulum lawn's uh( lumen aheuis 
Sole repercujjum, ant radiantii imagine huut^ 
Omnia pervohtat lati !oea\ jamque fub attra^ 
ErigituTf fumm'que ferit ktquearia^ teBi» 



I>4 
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While wavVing counfels thus his mind engage, 
Fladluates in doubtful thought the Pyiian fage ; 
To join the hoft, or to the General hafte. 
Debating long, he fixes on the M *. jo 

Yet, as he moves, the £|ht his bofom wanns ^ 
The field rin^ dreadful with the clang of arms; 
The gleaiiiing faulchions flafli, the jav'Iins fly ; 
Slows echa blows, and all or kiU, or die. 

Him,, in his march, die wounded Princes meet^ y^ 
B/ tardy flep afcending from the fleet. 
The King of Men, Uljfes the divine. 
And who ta Tydeus owes his noble line. 
(Their ihips at diflance from the battel (land,. 
In lines advanced along the (helving ftrand ;. 4a 

Whofe 



V. 30. Hi fixes Off the ^.] Nefior appears' in this place a great 
friend to bis Prince ^ for upon deliberating whether he fhould e» 
through the body bf the Grecian hoft, or clfe repair to ^gamemmnw 
tent; he determines at laft, and judges it the beft way to go to the • 
latter. Now becaufe it had bee» ill concerted to have made a man 
«f his age walk i^ great way round about in quefV of his commander,. 
Homer has ordered it fo, that he ihould meet y^amemtun inr his way 
thither. And nothing could be better imagined than the reafon, why 
the wounded Princes left their tents ; they were impatient to behold 
the battel, anxious for its fuccefs, and dffirous to infpirit the foldiers 
by their prefence. The Poet was obliged to give a reafon 5 for in 
Epic Poetry, as' well as in Dramatic, no perfen ought to be introdu- 
ced without feme neceflity, or at leaft fome probability, for his ap- 
pearance. Euftathius, 

V. 39. T^eirjhips at dijiance, &c.] Homer being always careful to 

diftinguilh each fcene of a£tion, gives a very particular defcription of 

the ftation of the ihips, fhewing- in what manner they lay drawn up 

on the hnd. This he had only hinted at before ; but here taking 

^Qcca&on on the wounded heroes coming from their fliips, which were 

at 
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Whofc bay, the fleet unable to contain 
At lengthy befide the margin of the main. 
Rank above rank, the crouded fhips they moor ; 
Who landed £rft, lay higheft on the (hore.) 



at a diftance from the fight (while others were engaged in the de- 
fence of thofc fliips where the wall was broken down) he tells us, 
that the ihore of the bay (comprehended between the Rbatean and 
Sigaan promontories) was not fufficient to contain the (hips in one 
line : which they were therefore obliged to draw up in ranks, ranged 
in parallel lines along the (here. How many of thefe lines there 
were, the Poet does not determine. M. DactW, without giving aj^ 
reafon for her opinion, fays there were but two ; one advanced neaf 
the wall, the other on the verge of the Tea. But it is more than 
probable, that there were feveral intermediate lines ; iince the order 
in which the vefTels lay is here defcribed by a metaphor taken from 
the fteps of a fcaling-hadder, which had been no way proper to give 
an image only of two ranks, but very fit to reprefent a greater, tho* 
undetermined number. That there were more than two lines, may 
likewife be inferred from what we find in the beginning of the ele- 
venth book \ where it is faid, that the voice of Difcord, ftanding 0|» 
the ihip of Uijiffis, in the middle of the feet, was heard as far as the 
ftations of Acbilla and Ajax^ lobofe Jhipf mere drawn up in the two 
mtremtties : Thofe of yijax were neareft the wall (as is eieprefly (aid ia 
the 68ad verfe of the 13th book, in the oh'g.y and thofe of A€bilh§ 
neareft the iea, as appears from siuny paifages fcatteved through tht 
JEad, 

It muft be fuppo&d that thofe &ips were drawn higheft upon land, 
irhich firft approached the fhore ; the fir ft line therefore confifted cf 
thofe who firft difembarked, which were the ihips oi Ajax and Prc» 
te/iUus i the latter of whom feems mentioned in the verfe above cited 
dT the 13th book, only to give occafion to obferve this, for he was 
ilain as he landed firft of the Greeks, And accordingly we /hall fire * 
in the 15th book, it is his f^ip that is firft attacked by the Trojans, 
as it lay the neareft to them. 

We may likewife guefs how it happens, that the ffiips of Achilles 
were placed neareft to the fea ; for in the anfwer of Achilles to Ulvfef 
in the 9th book, v. 432. he mentions a naval expedition he had 
ma^ while ^amemnn lay (afe in the camp: So tftaC hi» Aips at 
their return did naturally lie next the fea.) which, without this con-^ 
fideratk>n, (ni^t appear a ftation not to becoming this hero*a 
^ouragiB* 



* 5 ^vx^Y^^X*^ 
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Supported on thek fpears, they took their way, 45 

Unfit to fight, but anxious for the day. 
Kijlor's approach alarmed each Grecian breaft, 
'\^'hom thus th6 GenVal of the hod addret. 

O grace and glory ofth" Acbaian name! 
What drives thee, N(/or, from the field of fame? l^ 
Shall then proud HeBor fee his boaft fulfill'd, 
Our fleets in aihes, and our heroes kill'd ? 
Such was his threat,^ ah now too Toon made goody 
Oh many a Grecian bofom writ in blood. 
Is cv'ry heart inflamed With equal rage 5J 

^gainft yoni* King, nor will one chief engage ? 
And hftve I liv'd to fiee with mournfd eyes 
4n evVy Greek a new AchiUa rife ? 

Gerenian Nejlor theii. So Fate has will*d i 
And all-confirming Time &as Fate fulfill'd. ^ 

Not he that thunders from the aerial bowV, 
Not Jo<ue himielf, upon the faft has pow'y. 
'riie wall, our late inviolable bound. 
And beft defence, lies fmoaking on tlie ground i 
Ev^i to the (hips their conquering arms extend, 65 

And groans of ilaughter'd Greeks to heav*n akend. 



T. 47. NefloT^^f apfrtaeb ediBrm^d,'] That lb laborious a perfim m- 
Uejior has been defcribed, (o indefatigable, fo Iktle indulgent of bi» 
extreme age, and one that never leceded from the battel, (hoold ap- 
proach to meet them ; this it was that ftruck the Prinoct ¥mh 
unazement, when they faw ha haA Ufl xht4idi« Eufkubltu, 
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On fpeedy meafires then employ yoar thought; 

Yn fach diftrefs if counfel profit eoght ; 

Arms cannot moch : The* Mars our fboTs incite ; 

Thefe gaping wounds with hold us firoaa the fight. 76* 
To him the Monarch. That our army bends. 

That Troy triurophaat our high fleet afccndsy 

^nd that the rampart, late our fureft trufl, 

And heft defence, lies fmoaking in the dud : 

All this from ^Jw^'s afflictive hand we bear^ 75 

Who^ fAT from ^rgos, wifls our ruin here. 

Paft are the days when happier Gnece was bleft. 

And all his favour^ s^ his aid confefl; 

Now heaven averfe, our hands from battel ties. 

And lifts the Tryan glory to the fkies. 8a 

Ceafe we at length to wade our blood in vain,. 

And launch what ibips lie neareft to the main ; 

Leave 



y. 8r. Ctafi viae at kqrtB, &c.] ufgamenmon either does not know 
what coiurie to take in this diftrefs^ or only founds the fenttments of 
kit nobles> (as he did in the iecond book, of tlie whole army.) He 
delivers hiauelf firft after Iihfl$r^B Tpeech, a» it became a coun^sllor 
t9do: But knowing this advice to be diihonourable, and unfuitable 
to the charafter he aifumes elfcwhere, i^peSan yuiv roi TfX«fA«V,. 
&c, and coniidering that he ihould do np better than abandon his 
pof^, when before he bad threatened th«f deferters^ withdeath ; he- 
reduces his counfel into the form of a proverb, difguifing it as hand- 
fomely as he can under a fentence. Jt is better to Jbun an evii, &c. 
It is obfervable too how he has ^alificd the expreilion : He doe& not 
iky, to^0 the battdy for that had been unfoldicrly ; but be foficna 
the phrafe, and calls k, to ihun eoili this word efvil he applies twic» 
toG6thcr> in adviiio|..thex»>.to leave the co^gement. 
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•Leave thefe at anchor 'dU the coming night : 
Then, if impetuous Tr^^ forbear the £ght. 
Bring all to Tea, and hpift each fail for flight. 
Better from evils, well forefeen, to run, 
Tjian periih in the danger we may ihun. 

Tl^is he. The ii^e Ulyfa thus replies^ 
While anger flamed from his difdainful eyes. 
What ihameful words (unkingly as thou art) 99 

Fall from that trembling tongue, and tim*roas heart I 
Oh were thy fway the curfe of meaner pow'rs, 
And thou the (hame of any hod but ours ! 
A hoft, by Jovi endued with mard^ might. 
And Uught to conquer, or to fall ia fight ; 95 



It IS farther remarked/ that this was the nobleft opportunity for a 
General to try the temper of his officers ; for he knew that in a 
calm of aflfaicsy it was commoB with moft people, either out of flat> 
tery or refpe^t, to fuhmit to their leaders : But in imminent danger 
fear does not bribe them, but every one difcovers hi» very SomX, valuing 
all other conflderations, in regard to his fafety, but in the fecond 
l>lace. He knew the men he fpoke to were prudent perfony, and not 
eafy to caft themfelvts into 'a precipitate flight. He might likewife 
jjuve a mind to recommend himfelf to his army by the means of his 
«6licers \ which he wras not very able to do of himfelf, angry as they 
were at him, for the affront he had ofiered Achilles, and by confe- 
ouence thiaklng him the Author of all their prefcot calamities. 
tftfiathius* 

V. 92. Ob were tiy fwey the curje of meaner prnv" r», 
And thou the Jhame of any boft hut ours /] 

This is a noble compliment to his country and tx) the Grecian army, 
to fheW that it was an impofllbility for them to follow even their 
Ocneral in any thing that was cowardly, or ihameful j though the 
lives and fafeties of th«m aU were concerocd m it. 

AdvcB- 
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Advenf rous combats and bold wars to wage. 

Employed oar youth, and yet employs our age. 

And wilt thou thus defert the Trojan plain ? 

And have whole dreams of blood been fpilt in vain? 

In fuch bafe fentence if thou couch thy fear, loo 

Speak it in whifpers, left a Greei (bould hear, • 

Lives there a man fo dead to fame, who dares 

To think fuch meannefs, or the thought declares 9 

And comes it ev'n from him whofe fov'reign fway 

The banded legions of all Gruct obey ? 105 

Is this a Gen*ral*s voice, that calls to flight. 

While war hangs doubtful, while his foldiers.fight? 

What more could 7r^ P What yet their fate deniea 

Thou giv*|b the foe : all Greta becomes their prize. 

No more the troops (our hoifted fails in view, x 10 

Themfdves abandoned) (hall the fight purfue. 

Thy fhips firft flying with defpair fliall fee. 

And owe deflro^on to a Prince like thee. 



V. 104* And ama it ev^ti from bim wbofefiv* reign fway 
The banded kgiotu 9/ all Greece obey f } 

As who AouU fay, that another man might indeed have uttered the 
■famt advice, but it could not be a perfon of prudence ^ or if he had 
prudence, he could net be a governor, but a private man ; or. if a 
governor, yet one who had not a well-difciplin'd and obedient army ; 
^ laftly, if he had an army fo conditioned, yet it could not.be f» 
large and numerous a one as that of j^-amemnw^ This is a fine dl- 
max, and of wonderful ftrength. Et^atbius» 
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Thy juft repf6oft (Atridet calm replies) 
Like arrows pierce me, for thy words arc wife. 1 1 j 

Unwilling as I am to k)fe the ho(t, 
I force not Greect to qnit this hateful coafl:. 
Glkd, I fubuMt, wkoetr, or young, or old. 
Ought, more conducire to our vvea!, unfold. 

TydUes cut him ihort, and thus began. r20 

Such cottnfei if yon feelir, behold the mab 
Who bold!y |^ it; and whit he (hall fey^ 
Young the* he be, difdain not to ob^ : 
A youth, who from the mighty Tydeus fprings. 
May (fvlk to Coancih and aiTembled Kinp. 125 

Hear (ken In me the great Oenides* ion, 
Whofe honottf'd daft C^ race of glory run) * 



y. X iS. Whottty orjoimg^ w o&, ftc] TBis nearly refemblbs air 
iscient cuftom at ^uns, where in times of trouble and iMtxthr 
every one, of what age or quality foever, vras invited to give in his^ 
•piaion with freedom, by the publick crier- Bt^athius^ 

V. 120.] This fpeech of Diumed is naturally introduced, beginnittg. 
with an anfwer, as if he had been called upon to give his Advice. 
The counfel he propofes was that alone which could be of any real» 
ibvice in their psefent exigency : However, fince he vemvres to ad- 
vife where Vi[ffa is at a lofs, and Neftar himfelf filent, he thinks. 
it proper to apologise for this liberty by reminding them of his birth 
aad defcent, hoping thence to add to his counfel a weight and i^u* 
- tiMrity which he could not from his years and enerience^ It cafl^t 
indeed be denied that thi^ hiflorical digrefSon leems more ooi^of 
ftaiba than any of the fame kind which we fo frequently meet with 
in Homer, fince his birth and parentage muft have been fofficieotly 
known to all at the fiege, as he here tells them. This muft be 
VwnM a defeft not altogether to be cxcufed in the Poet, but which 
may receive fome alleviation, if conudered as a fault of temperaraenn 
For he had certainly a ftrong inclination to genealogical flories, and 
t^ Aequentiy takes eccafion to g^tify thit humour. 
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Lies whelmM in roiiis of the TBiian wall; 

Brave in his Ufe> aad glorious m his falL 

With three bold Tons was generous Prothous bleft^ 130 

Who Pieuron\ waHs and Caljdon pofTefl ; 

Meias and Jgrhis, but (who far furpaft 

The reft in coutage) Otneus was the laft. 

From hiflHy my Sire. From Cafydon expeU^d^ 

He paft to Jrgos, and in exile dwelled; tj j 

The Monarch's daughter there [fojove ordain'd) 

He won, and flowifhM where Adrafius reigned ; 

There rich in fortune^s gifts^ his acres tiH*d» 

Seheld his vises their liquid harveft yields 

Aad'numVoQs flocb that whitenM all the field. 

Such 7yiitts was, the fbremoft once in &ne f 

Nor lives in Grnct a dranger to> his name. 

Then, what for common good my thoughts infpire^ 

Attend, and in the fon refpe^l the fire. 

Tho* fore of battel, tho* with wounds oppsefi^ ^45 

Let each go ibrth> and animate the reft». 

Advance 



V. 15^5. Ih f«^ i§ Argot.} Tik it a vtry artM cokw t Ht- 
calli the flight of his father for killing one of hit hrotfatrt, frw* 
ViKag sud dwelStig jf Argot» viiliout mtotioBing t^ ctttfe and oc* 
caAon of hit retreat. What immediatcKr follows (& Jove erdmrCd) 
ieet not only contain in it a difgoife of his crime, but is a juft mo* 
Ihre like wife for our compaffion. l^u^mbiut, 

V. 146. Lh uu^gt fifth, and tmmaie tbi rtft,'] It is worth a. 
ftmarky with what management and difcretion the Ppet has brought 
thefe four Kings, and no more, towardt the cngagraient, fince thdie 
U% fuffioent alone to perform aU that he it(iuiit%« Iqi H^ y^qy^Cm 
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Advance the glory which he cannot ihare, 

Tho' not partaker, witnefs of the war. 

But left new wounds on wounds overpower us quite. 

Beyond the mifiile jav'lin's founding flighty 150 

Safe let us ({and ; and from the tumult far, 

tnfpire the ranks, and rule the diftant war. 

He added not: The lift'ning Kings obey. 
Slow moving on ; Atriies leads the way. 
The God of Ocean (to infliihe their rage) 155 

Appears a Warrior furrow'd o'er with age ; 
Fred in his own, the Gen'ral's hand he took. 
And thus the venerable Hero fpoke. 

Atrides^ lo ! with what difdainful eye 
Achilles fees his country's forces fly; 160 

Blind impious man ! whofe anger is his guide. 
Who glories in unutterable pride. 
So may he perifli, fo may Jonfe difclaim 
The wretch relentlefs, and overwhelm with fiiame ! 
But heav'n forfakes not thee : O'er yonder fands 1 65 

Soon (halt thou view the fcatter'd Trojan bands 



to them to inquire, if there be anyway or meass whicb prudence can 
dire^ for their fecurity. uigamtmMn attempts to diicover that me- 
thod. Uhjuffis refutes him, aa one whoTe method was diflionouxable, 
bttt propofea no other project. Dkmed iuppiies that 'deficiency, ;uid 
Aews what muft be done \ That wounded as they are, they ikould go 
forth to the battel j for though they' were net able to engage, yet 
their prefence would re-eftabli(h their affairs by detaining in arms 
thofe who might otherwife quit the field. This council is embraced, 
and readily obc|*d by the reft. Et^aibiuu 



Fly 
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Tly diverfe ; while proud Kings, and Chiefs renown'd 
Driven heaps on heaps, with clouds involved around 
Of rolling duft, their winged wheels employ 
To hide their ignominious heads in Troy, 170 

He fpoke, then ru(h*d amid the warrior crew; 
And fent his voice before him as he flew. 
Loud, as the fhout encoiintVing armies yield, 
When twice ten thoufand fhake the laboring field ; 
Such was the voice, and fuch the thund'riog found 17; 
Of him, whofe trident rends the folid ground. 
Each yirgivi bofom beats to meet the £ght. 
And grizly war appears a pleailng fight. 

Meantime Saiurnia from Olympus^ brow. 
High thron'd in gold, beheld the fields oelow ; i Sa 

With 



V. 179. Tbejfory of Jupiter and Juno.] I don't know a bolder 
fiction in all antiquity, than this of Jupiter % being deceived and 
laid afleep, or that has a greater air of impiety and abfurdity. 'Tis* 
an ob(ervation of Monf. de St* Svnmond upon the ancient poets, 
vhich every one~ will agree to : '* That it is furpnVng enough to 
** find them fo fcrupolous to preferve probability, in anions purely 
" human ; and fo ready to violate it in reprefenting the anions of 
^ the Gods. Even thofe who have fpoken more fagely than the 
" reft» of their nature, could not forbear to fpeak extravagantly of 
*« their conduft. When they eftablifli their being and their attri- 
" btttes, they make them immortal, infinite, almighty, perfeftly 
** wife, and perfectly good : But the moment they reprcfei^ them 
** a^ing, there^s no weaknefs to which they do not make them 
•* ftoop, and no foHy or wickednefs they do not make them commit.** 
The fame author anCwers this in another place by remarking, \' That 
'< troth was not t^e inclination of the iirft ages : a foolifh lye or a 
** locky faUhood gave reputation to impoftors, and pleaHsre to the 
" fredulous. *Twas the whole fecret of the ^reat and the wife, to go- ' 
" vern the fimple and igaora&t herd. The vulgar, wb« pay a pro- 
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Witlf joy theglorioas conflifi (he furvey'd. 
Where her great brother gave the Grttiam aid. 

Bat 



** found reverence to myfterious errors, would hare dc^pifed pkua 
*' truth, 4nd it was thought a piece of prudence to deceive them. 
' ** All the difcourfes of the ancients were fitted to to advantageuas » 
'* deiGgn. There was nothing to be (een but fi£tions> allegoriety 
*' and fimilitudes, and nothing was to appear at it was in itfelf.** 

I muft needs, upon the whole, as far as I can judge, give up the 
morality of this fable ; bat what colour of excufe f6r it Hotrur night 
hav& from ancient tnditioo, or what myftical or aliegorical £d|ft. 
might attone for the appearing impiety, is hard to be afcertalned at 
this diftant period of time. That there had been before his. age af 
tradition of yupiur*s being laid aileep, appears from the ftory q£ 
Hercules at Cws, referred to by our author, v< 2S5. There is alib f 
pafTage in DioJorits, Kh, i. c. 7. which gives fome fqiall light tothii 
fidion. Among other reafone which that hiftorian lays d«wn tor 
prove that Homer travelled into Eg^t^ he alledges this pailage of tjie 
interview of Jupiter^^ jfuno, which he fays was grounded upon an 
JBgjipttan feftivaly 9hert»n the nuptial aremomu of thtfi two dtitht 
noere celebrated, at which time hoth their tahernades, adorned vitbatt 
firts of Jlvwerty are carried lye the priefti to the top of a high mountain. 
Indeed at the greateft part of the ceremonies of the ancient religions 
confifted in fome fymbolical reprefentations of certain anions of their 
Godt, or rathor deified mMnrtalti fo a great part of ancient pctiry . 
confified in the defcription of the anions exhibited in tbcfe cereOi*-> 
A let. The Inves of Fenut and Monii are a remarkable inftance of 
this kind, which, though under dilferent names, were celehrated by 
annual reprefcntaticns, as well in Mg^pt as in fevcral nations of 
Crttce and AJia : and to the images vvhich were carried in thefe fc- 
ilivals, feveral ancient poets were indebted for their mod happy de* 
icriptions. If the truth of this obfervalion of Diodorus be admitted,, 
the prefent pa/Tage will appear with more dignity, being grounded on 
religion ; and the condu£\ of the poet will be more juftifiable, if that,, 
which has been generally counted an indecent, wanton fi£^ion, fhould 
prove to be the reprefcntation of a religious folemnity. Confiderin^ 
the great ignorance we are in of many ancient ceremonies, there may 
be probably in Hcmcr many incidents intirely of this nature \ where- 
fore we ought to be refcrved in our oenfures, left what we decry at 
wrong in the Poet, fhould prove only a fault in his religion. And 
indeed it would be a very unfair way to tax any people, or any ag^ 
whatever, with grolfnefs in general, purely from the grofs or abfurd 
ideas or pradices that vc ^ he ibond in their religions* 



BookXIV. homer's ILIAD. 91 

3at placed aloft, on Ida*% fliady height 
She fees her Jove, and trembles at the fight. 

79V§ 



In the acit place, if we hate reeoorfe to aJlegnyy (whkh foftciM 
and reconcikt every thing) it may be imagined that by the coogreft 
of Jutiter and ^mtf^ is meant the mingling of the mhtr and the atr 
(vUcb are generally faid to be fignifyM by thefe two deities). The 
ancients believed the ^her to be Igneons, and that by its kind ih- 
incnoe upon the air, it was the caafe of all vegetation : To which 
nothing more ezaAly corrcfponds, than the iiftion of the earth put- 
ting fOTth her flowers immediatdy upon -this congreis. yirgit ba» 
ibme lines in the fecond Georgte, that feem a pafe£t explanation of 
tiie hhlc into this fenfir* In defcribing the fpring, be hints at if 
ibmething of a vivifying influence was at that time ipread from tha 
upper heavens iato the air. Hb aM» Jupiter etpreny JStbtr, and 
rsprafeata him operating upon his fpouie for ths produdion of aU 
ihiags. 

Turn fatir emmpotms fifcumlit imhnhu$ atbtf 
Ctnji^h in gremio lata difcendiu, W onmtt 
Magmu aJitf magno commi$etus corport^ frntm^ 
fmrturit mmtis ggtr, &c. 

Bat, ba all this as it will, it is certain, that whatever flsay be 
tfiovght of this fabie in a theological or philofophical view, it ia 
one of the nsoft besutiful pieces that ever was produced by Poetry. 
Neither does it want its moral t An ingenious modem writer (whona- 
I' an pleatM to take any occafion of quoting) has given it us in thefh 
weeds. 

*' This paflTage of Homer may fuggeft abundance of inihu^lion to 
' «* a woman who has a mind to preferve or recall the affeaion of her 
** hoiband. The care of her perfon and drefs, with the particular 
** blandifliments woven in the Ctftus, are fo plainly recommended by 
*' this fable, and fo indifpe^fably neceifary in every female wlio de- 
•* fires to plaafe, that they need no farther explanation. The dif- 
'^ action likewife in covering all matrimonial quarrels from the- 
** knowledge of others, is taught in the pretended vifit to Tethys, in 
'♦ the fpeech where yum addreflbs herfelf to f^enus; as the cliafte 
" and prudent management of a wife's charms is intimated by the 
" Ame pretence for her appearing before Jupiter, and by th^ con- 
•* cealment of the Cejlut in her bofom. I fliall leave this talc to the 
" conHderation of fuch good houfewives, who are never well drcfs'd 
" but when they are abroad, and think it neceflary to appear more 
'* agreeable to all men living than their hu(haivd« *. K% aKo to v.huC« 
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Jo*vi to deceive, what methods (hall (he tiy, i8j. 

What arts, to blind his all- beholding eye ? 

At length (he trufb her powV ; refolv^d to prove 

* The old, yet ftill fuccefsful, cheat of love; 

Againft his wifdom to oppofe her charms, 

And lull the Lord of Thunders in her arms. 190 

Swift to her bright apartment (he repairs. 

Sacred to drefi, and beauty's pleaiing cares : 

With fldll divine had Fmlcan form'd the bowV, 

Safe from accefs of each intruding pow*r. 

I'ouch'd with her fecret key, the doors unfold : 195 

Self clos'd behind her (hut the valves of gold. 
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** prudent ladlet, who, to avoid the appearance of being over-foaff 
** entertain their huibands with indifference, averfion, MJles filenct^ 
•«* or exafperating language.** 

P* V. 191. Swip to her bright apartment Jbt repshs, ice A Thil pif- 
(age may be of confideration to the Ladiet, and, for their tika, I 
take a little pains to obferve upon it. Honur tells us that the ntf 
GoddeiTes, who are all over charms, never drefs in (ight of any oiei 
The Queen of Heaven adorns herfelf in private, and the doors lock 
after her. In Homer there are -no Dieux des RueiUs, no Gods are ad* 
mitted to the toilette. 

I am afraid there are fome earthly GoddeiTes of leis prudence, 
who have loft much of the adoration of mankind by the contrary 
pradice. Lucretius (a verjr good judge in gallantry) prefcribes as a 
cure to a defperate lover, the frequent fight of his mifhe(3 undrefs*d« 
yufM herfelf has fuffered a little by the very Mufcs peeping into her 
chamber, fince fome nice criticks are ihockM in this place of Homer, 
to find that the Goddefs wafhes herfelf, which prefents fome idea U 
if flie was dirty. Thofe^who have delicacy will profit by this re* 
nark. 



Here 
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e firft (he bathes ; and round her body pours 
oik of fragrance, and ambrofial fhow*rs : 
! winds perfumM, the balmy gale convey 
o* heav*n, thro* earth, and all th* aerial way : 200 
it divine, whofe exhaktion greets 
\ fenfe of Gods with more than mortal fweets. 
IS whHe fhe breath*d of heav'n, with decent pride 
artfiil hands the radiant trefles jty*d; 

Part 



'. 19S. Soft oils of fragrance.'] The praAice of yutio in anoint- 
ber body with pofamed oils, was a remailcable part of ancient 
«ia, though intirely difufed in the modern artt of drefs. It 
poffibly oflfend the nicenefs of modern ladies ; but fuch of them 
aint, ought to coniider that this practice might, without much 
ter difficulty, be reconcikd to cleanlinefs. This paiTage is a 
r inftance of the antiquity of this cuftom, and clearly determines 
oft Pb'fif, who is of opinion that it was not fo ancient as thofe 
!S, where, fpeaking of perfiim*d unguents, he fays, !^ts primus 
nmt, tion iraJitur I Iliacis temporibus non erant, lib. 13, c. i. Be- 
i the cuftom of anointing Kings among the Jnvs, which the 
iftians have borrowed, there are feveral allufions in the Old Te- 
Wnt, which fhew that this practice was thought ornamental 
<ag them. The PJabnift, fpeaking of the gifts of God, mentions 
6 and oil, the former to make glad the heart of man, and the 
!r to give him a chearful countenance. It feems moA probable 
: this was an eaftern invontion, agreeable to the luxury of the 
Xrdb, among whom the moft proper ingredients for thefe unguenta 
.produced J from them thfs cuftom was propagated among the 
Mr, by ^hom it was e(leemed a pleafure of a -very refined na» 
. Whoever is curious to fee inftances of their expence and deli- 
therein, may be fatisfied in the three firil chapters of the thir- 
th book of Pliny's Natural Hijiory, 

'.203. Thus tubiU Jhe breathed 'of beavn, &c.] We have here 
npleat pi£lure from head to foot of the drefs of the Yair Sex, 
of the mode between two and three thoufand years ago. May I 
leave to obferve the great Simplicity of Juno'i drefs, in compa- 
. with the innumerable equipage oi a modern toilette ? The God- 
even when fhe is fetting herfelf out on the greateft occafion, has 
her. own locks to tie, a white veil to caft over them> a mantle t.o 
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Part on her head in fhining ringlets rolled, 205 

Part o'er her (houlders wav'd like melted gold. 



drefs her whole body, her pendants> and her iaodals. Thit the Poet 
exprefly fays was all her drtfs [vdrra x6a-f4,o» ;*) and one may w- , 
fonably conclude it was all that was nied by the gneateftiMNdAi 
and fineft Beauties of thofe times. The good EufiaMus is nn^flui 
to find that heie are no w^/hes for the ^Ke^ &o dyes for tbe bitri 
and none of thofe artificial emi e!Mhinents fince in pra^ice | he atfi 
rejoices not a little, that Juno has no looking* glafs, tire-woma 0^ 
wailing- maia. One may preach * till deomfday 00 this fntjcAi^bat 
all the commentatoi^ in • the world will never prevail npon a Isdy to 
^t^ one pin the lefs in her gown, except (he can be convinced that 
the ancient drefs will better let off her perfrn. 

As the Afiaticki alw >ys furpa0* d the Grecians in whatever regarded 
magnificence and Itucury, fo we find their women far gone. in the 
contrary extreme of drefs. There is a pafTage in Ifaiah, ch. 3. thIt 
^ves us a particular of their wardrobe> with the number and uiekflT- 
neft of their ornaments ; and which 1 think appears very well 19 
contraft to this of Homer. The bravery oftbeir tinkHwg ermmeats ahwt 
their feet, and their cault, and their round tires like the moon: %* 
chsinf, and the bracelets, and the mt^ersy the bonnets, and the oru* 
ments of the legs, and the head-bands, and the tablets, and the aar-rivgit 
the rings and nofe-jcwels, the changeable fuiu of afparel, and the nm* 
ties, and the Tvifnples, and the crifping pins, the gUJfes, and the fat 
JineHt and the hoods, and the veils. 

I could be glau to af; the lad.et which they ihould like beft tt 
imitate, the OWeks or xht Afaticks f I would defire thofe that in! 
handibme ann wcll-n.ade, to confidcr, that the drefs oi Juno (whifJi 
is the fame they fee mjiatues) has ipanifeftly the advantage of 1;^ pre* 
/ent, in difplayiog whatever is beautiful : That the charms of the »eA 
and breaji are not Icfs Jaid open, than by tl>e modern ftays ; and that 
thofe of the leg are more gracefully* difcovered, than even by the 
hoop- petticoat : That the tine turn of the aiTns is better obimed) 
and that feveral natural graces of the Jhape and body appear. much 
more confpicuous. It is not to be de.'iyM but the Afiatiek and our 
prefent modes were better contrived to conceal fo«)e people's defefis } 
but I don't fpedc to fuch people : I fpeak only to ladies of tbaC 
beauty, who can make any faihion prevail by their teing feen in it ) 
and who put others of their fex under the wretched neceflity of being 
like them in their habits, or not being like them at ail. As for the 
reft, let them follow the mode of Judea, and be content with the 
name of Afiatich% 
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Around her next a heav'uly mantle flowed. 

That rich with Pallas^ laboured colours glowM ; 

J^arge dafps of gold the fcjdings gathered rounds 

A golden zone her fwelling bofom bound. 210 

Far-bcammg pendants tremble in her ear^ 

•fiach geoi illumined with a triple ftar« 

Tken o*er her head ihe caftsa veil more white 

Than new-fairn fnow, and dazling as the light. 

Laft her fair feet celeltial fandals grace. 2 1 j 

Thas z&aing radiant^ with majeftic pace. 

Forth from the dome th* imperial Goddess novel , 

And calls the Mother of the Smks and L(wis, 

How 



V. a 1 6. Thus ijuing radiant, &c.] Thus the Goddcfs comes from 
hoc apart^Aent, againft her fpouifi, in compleat annour. The. plea- 
lures of women mofUy prevail bv pure cunning, and the artful ma- 
nagement of their pcrfuns ; for there is but one way for the weak to 
fubdue the mighty, and that is by pleafure. The Poet ihews at the 
Came time, that men of underftanding are not mafterM without a 
great deal of artifice and addrefs. There are but three ways whereby 
to overcome another ; by violence, by perfuafion, or by craft : Ju' 
piter was invincible by main force ; to think of perfuading was as 
fruttlefs, after he had pafs'd his nod to Achilles \ therefore "Juno wa«j 
obliged of necefffity to turn her thoughts intirely upon craft ; and by 
the force of pUafure it is, that ihe enfnares and manages tlie God. 
'Eufiatbiuu 

V, a 18. And calls the Mother o^/i&tf Smiles cmd Loves. J Notwith- 
ftanding all the pains Juno has been at, to adorn hcrfelf, Hie is Aill 
confcious that neither the natural beauty of her perfon, nor tlie arti' 
6cial one of her drefs, will be fufHcient to work upon a hufband. 
She therefore has rccourfe to the Cefius of VcmUf as a kind of love- 
charnr, not doubting to enflame his mind by magical imharJmcnt ; a 
folly which in all ages has pofieft her fex. - To prooire this, (he ap- 
plies to the Geddefs of Love; from whom hiding her real defign un- 
der a fcigr.'djhry (another propriety in tlie character of the fair) 
ihe obtains the valuable prefent of this weadcr- working girdle. The 
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How long (to Venus thus apart (he cryM) 
Shall human firifes cddtial minds divide ? 220 

allegory of tlie Ceftut lies very open, tliou^ the impertiaences of Eih 
fiatbiut on this head are'unfpeakable : In it are comprised the noft 
•powerful incentive to loye, as well as the fhrongeft ^efft of the p>f- 
fion. The iuft admiration of this pai&ge has b^ always Ui great 
and univerfav that the Cefhts of Venut is become proverbial. The 
. beauty of the lines which m a ftew words comprehend this agreeable 
fi^ion, can fcarce be equalled : So beautiful an original has prtidncM 
Tery fine imitations, wherein we may obferre a few additional figures* 
txprefiing fome of the improvements which the affe^lationy or arti« 
fice of the fair fex, have introduced into the art of love fince'J?*- 
mrr*s days. Taffo has finely imitated this defcriptioa in the nagKi) 
girdle w Armida, GierufaJmme Hierata, Cant« i6« 

Teneri Sdegni^ epladde e tranquiOe 
Refmlfe, e cart vexxt, e liete pact, 
Sotrifif parrtlette, e dolciftille 
Di prunto, e fojpir troftcbi, emoUibad^ 

Monf. de la Mottit imitation of this fiction is UkcwHe fsonderfolly 
■beautiful* 

Ci tijfu^ UJimboh^ & la caufe a lafifs, 

Du peuvoir de P amottr, du cbarme defa loix, 

EtU enfiamnu ksyeux, de cct ardeur qui toucbe \ 

D^tin fourire encbanteur, elk anime la beucbe^ 

Paffontte la voix, en adoucit lesfotu, 

Prete ces tours beureux, plus fort t que let raifoasi 

Infinre, pour toucbery ces tendres firatagemesp 

Ces refus attiransy V ectteil desfages menus. 

Et la nature enfirty y voulutren/ermerf 

'Tout ce fuiperfuade, & ce qui fait aimer. 

En prenant ce tijfuy que Venus lui prefente, 
Jution n'etoit que belle, elle devient cbarmante. 
Les graces, &les risy les plaifirsy & Us jeux, 
Surpris cbercbent Venus, doutent qui l* eft des deux. 
L' amour meme trtn^, trove Junon plus beUe j 
£f/on arc a U main, diqa itolt apth eOe. 



hoK XIV. HOJ^ERU ILIAD. g-f 

ii, yet will FeMMiM^afurma*s joy, 

.od fet afide the aLtife of Greece and Troy ? 

Let ]ieav*n*s dread Emprefi (Cytberea faid) 
peak her reqaeft, and deem her will obeyed. 224 

*lMn^a»t me (ftid the <5uJcn) thofc conquViug charnw, 
liatpowVy whicK mortals and immortals warms, 
liat bve» which mdts mankind in fierce defires, 
knd boms the fohs of heanr*n widi (acred fires ! 

For lo! I ha^ to'thofe remote abodes^ 
I'tere the great parents (ftcred iburce of Gods f) 2^6 
)cum and Te^i thdff old empire keep, 
)n the laft limits of the land and deep, 
n their kind armsony tender years were pall ; 
Vhat time dtitSAtum^ from Oljf/ipns call, 
)f apperheiY^ftto Jove refign'd the feijgn, • 235 

VhehnM under thetiige niafi of earth and main, 
^or ftrife, I hear, has made the traion ceafe, 
Vhich held (b kn^^^thiit ancient pair in peace, 
^t honour, and M^iat love fhall I obtain, 
f I compofe tH&fe .fiital feods ag^n? 240 



SpMCtr, in y^s fourth book. Canto 5. defcribes a girdle of PeuMS 
' a very different nature ; for this bad the power to raifc ud loofe 
%n in ocJbers, that had a more wonderful faculty to fupprefsShem 
the perfon that wore it : But it had a moil dreadful quality, to 
irft afuJidcr whenever tied about any but a chafte bofom. £uch a 
-die, it is to be fear*d, would produce cffe&s very different from 
; other : Ilamer^s Cefius >yOuld be a peace-maker to reconcile man 
i wife J but SpencerU Ceftuf would probably d«ftroy the good agreC'- 
;nt of many a happy couple. 

Vol. JV. K OtiW 
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Once more their minds in mutoal ties engage^ 

And what my youth has ow'd, repay their age. ^ . 

She faid. With awe divine the Queen of Love 
Obey'd the fifter and the wife of Jo^^e : 
And from her fragrant bread the Zone uabiac'd^ 24; 
With various fkiU, and high embroidery gracM. 
In this was cv'ry art, and vi'ry charm. 
To win the wifeft, and the coMeft wann: 
Fond love, the gentle -row, thegay.defir^ ■ • 
The kmd deceit, the ftill-reviving £re, ^ _ . a$0 

Ferfuafive fpeech, and more perfu^five,^ghsy 
Silence that fpoke, and eloquenceof ^ycs. 
This on her band the Cyprian go4dei9 laid ^ 
Take this, and with it all thy wiih, fhe faid : 
With fmiles (he took the charm; and fmiluig prcft • a$5 
The powerful Cefius to her fnowy iM-eaft. 

Then Venus to the courts of J9^e withdrew ; 
Whilft from Olympus pleas'd Saturnia flew. 
O'er high Picria thence her courfe (he bone, 
O^tt fair Emathiaz ever.-plcafing Ihore, • z6o 

V. 255. AnA frejf The pwo'rful Ceftus to tcrfnovjy hrejjl-] 

Eujiatiius takc5 notico, tlwt the word Cf//w if not the namf, b"^ 
epithet onlv, of Vemi'% girdle ; tbor.j^:h the epithet lias prevailed '<> 
far as to become the proper name in common ufc. This has hip- 
pened to cithers of our Author's epithets j the word Pygrny is of thf 
iame natuve. Venus wore this girdle below her neck, and in open 
light, but June hides it in her bofom, to /hew the difference of th« 
two chaiadicrs : It fuits well with Vcnu* to make a (hew of whatevct 
i& engaging in her ; hut Jtmoj who is a macroa of prudence ^ 
gravity, ou^ht to be more modeft. 

OVr 



} 
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O'er Hamus* hills with fnows eternal croyim'd ; 

Nor once her flying foot approachM the ground. 

Then taking wing from Atbos' lofty fleep. 

She fpeeds to Lemnos o'er the rolling deep, ■ 

Ajjii feeks the cave of Death's half-brother, Skef. 265 

Sweet 

V. 264. She fpeeds to Lemnos o*er the rolling deep, 

jSMdfiih the cave of Death' * half -br other g Sleep.] 

In 6i!i fiffion fiWr intirodiices .a new divine peffpnage : It does not 
ttpear whether this Cod of Slfep was a God of Hom^^% creation^ or 
fTDCther hh ^letenAons to dlvjnjty were of more ancient date. The 
Pbet ' indeed ipeaks df lum as of one formerly a£^ive in fome hca* 
wnly tranfadUons. Be this as it will, fucceeding Poets have always 
acknoiwledg^ his title. Virzil would not. let his Mmid be without 
a peribn fo proper for poetical machinery \ though he has employed 
him with much kfs art than his mafter, (ince he appears in the fifth 
book without pyoTocatioA or commiflion, only to deftroy the Trojan 
PilotJ "*rfae^ oitickf, who Icanhot (ec all the allegories which the 
euDfflentators pretend tb £kd in ti(m(er^t divioitiesj muft be obliged. 
tb acknowledge thi reality and propriety of this ; fince every thing 
that is here'iaid of t^iis ima^nary Deity is juftly applicable to Sleep. 
Re Is caU*d the Brother of Death ; (aid to be protected by Night ^ 
tnd if employed very natural]^ to lull a hulband to reft in the cm- 
braces of bis wifej which ene€b of this conjugal opiate, even the 
tacMt Virgil has remarked in the perfons of Vukan and Vemu, pro- 
bably with an eye to this palTage of Homer : 

■ ■ \ — Flacidumque petivtt 
Conjugis infufus gremio per manhra fiporem* 

V. 264. 7o Lemnoei] The comipentatbrs are hard put to it, !# 
^ve a reaion why Juno ieeks for Sleep in'Lemnos* Seme finding out 
that Lemnos anciently abounded with wine, inform us that it was a 
proper place of refidence for him, wine being naturally a great pro- 
voker of Sleep.' Others will have it, that this God being in love 
inth PafitJbae, who reflded with her fifter the wife of f'ulean, in 
Lewuwst it wa3 very probable he might be f-.und haunting near hit 
iniftrefa. Other commentators perceiving the weakocis of tbefe con- 
iedures, will have it that Juno met Skep here by mere accident j 
\mt this is coDtndiftory to the whole thcead Qf tM mui'^awn* ^"^"^ 
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Sweet pleaiing Sleep ! (^aiumia tk\a begaii) 

Who fprcad*A thy empire o'er each God and Man; 

If e'er obfequious to thy jitm*s will, 

O Pow'r of Slumbers ! hear, and favour ftill« ' 

Shed thy (oft dews on yove's innnortaT cye»; ' ' ' iyb 

While funk in love's entrancing joys he lies. 



vfho knows vrhether Homer might not defigh iKis fiiftioii as a piece of 
raiUery upon the fluggiihnefs of the,Lfmwa^i ; tljLOt^jt^ ^aaptet 
of them does not appe^ ? A kind df itati^e like tb^t '0^.^/131^4, who 
makes the Angfel fihd ptfierd in a mtitaafljyy,? Or likjc jSatof iW- 
Itau in his Ltttrin, where he plates Molefi in a 'docjbiit6r||[ of titt 
Monks of St. ^ff"«in/. " '' .' ; , -, 

V. 266. Sweet pleafng Sleeps *&c J Vtrgil has copied fome.j^t 
of this converfation bctwefen Juno and Sleep,' \thm be^ADtroduc^ 
the fame Goddefs making aTe^eft'to JEoSu,' Scatif^tr, who fs'il* 
ways eager to depreciate Homer, and ze^ous to praife hi$ favouri^ 
Author, has highly cenfurtd thia padage 1 , But notv^ftan^'ng 'tl^^ 
critick's judgment, an impartial reader will!)ihd,'J don t.douht,,{auch[ 
:«iore art and beaiity ifi tn^ original than the ^Pf^^ In dte {pnoqff^ 
Juno endeaVcurs to engage Sleep in her ddi|n b^'t^^/^ooQJijps of a 
proper and valuable preferK \ but hating form,erIy ju a a. great; bajiaid 
in a like attempt, he is not prevailed upon. Hereupon !tkie Codde^^- 
knowing his paHion fbr one of the Gracss, engageis to ^ive her to his 
defires : This hope brings the lover to confent, . but not before he 
obliges Juno to confirm her promife by an oath in the moiljibleniii^ 
manner, the very words and ceremony whereof Tic prtfcribes to her. 
Thefe are all beautiful and poetical circumftances, moft whereof arc 
untouch'd by Virgilf and which ScaWger therefore calls low and vul- 
gar. He only makes Juno demand a favbur fromJBofus, which he 
had no reafon to refuf e ; and promife him a reward, which ^t does 
not appear he was fond of. The Lir/m Poet has indeed with great 
judgment added one circumftance concerning the promife of (Thllareo, 

,«— ^ pukhra facial te prole parentem. 

And this is very conformable to the religion, of the Remans, among 
vthom JUT» was (hppofed to prefide oVer human Mrth 3 hut it docs 
sot appear ihc btd ^ fiich office in tht'Gr^^ theoldgy . 
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\ fplendid footfiooly isid a tHrone^, that fhino 

iVith gold unfading, Somnut, fhall be thine i 

The work of FuUan ; to indulge thy eife, 

^heo wine aod fealls H^ golden hamoars pleafe. 275 

Imperial Dame (the balmy pow'r replies) 
Great Saturn s heir, aad emprefs of the &ies ! 
O'er other Godaii^pread my eafy chain ; 
The Sire of all, old Oa^ff^ owns myjreigii» 
And his kui]a'4:^'^^*^^^V^ ^^^ on.tiie main. aSo 

Bothowy onbidden, (hail I dareta fteep 
Jove^ awfol teii\^Ies m iktJkwot Utop^ 



\ 
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* V. %7%. A fpkndid foGtppQl.l .|fQt\yith/l%Ddiag the cavils of Sca- 
ler, it m9j be allowed ffaat att eily c^air «^as rio lobproper prefciit 
far }3eep. As to the footllool, lladam Daciers obfervation is a very 
jaft one } that befides its being a conveniency, it vi'as a mark of ho- 
Boai;, aiid was far from prefenting any low or trivial idea. It is upon 
%^ .accami^,.%vp fiofl it f^ f|Fei{u«jfttly mentioned in fcripture', where 

e^^.M ^^f^\ ^.fi»ifi^l (/ tpejhroiif of Gci* In Jermiab, 
lea is' cail*d (as a mark of diftinflion) thelbotftool of the feee 
of po^ Lawfpitf "7,; v, i. An4 bt. ttmmhrid not tbt fntflool of hit 
fitt, m tbe.^Ufjn ^ bit wrath, - We lee here the fi^ooe iaaps^ founded 
ao.do0bt upon tjie fane cuftomfl. Ihcur* 

V. 279. Sr^tf &« 0/ all, eld Ocean.] " Hmur (fays Plutarch) 
** calls the iea Father of AU, with a view to this dodWine, that all 
" thisgs were generate from water. Thaks the Milefian, the head of 
" the Ivmick S^, who ieems to have been the firft author of Phi- 
'* loiSiphyi affirmed water to be the principle from whence all things 
" fy[iti%^ and into which all things ate.refolved; becaufe the proli- 
" nek feed of all animals is a moiilure ; all plants are nouri/hed by 
•* moifture i the very fun and ftars, which arc fire, are nouriihed \vf 
**■ moift vapours and exhalations ^ and conie<{uently he thought the 
" world was produced from this element.'* Pint. Ofin, of Pbilof. 
lib. I. c. 3* 

V. 2S1. But bow, utthidden^ Sec.'] This particularly is worth re- 
Btarking i Sh^ tells Jua§ that he dares not a^i^roiBtVi ^futatcr >wvxfew*\. 
kiiowoQuder; whcnbrhe itcaa to inumaiftA t]^X9kVp3nX^^ ^^"^^ 

E 3 ^"^^^^^ 
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Long fincc too veDt*roiis, at thy bdd commaikl. 

On thofe eternal lids I laid my band : 

What time, deferting //rWs wafted plain^ 28{ 

His conquVing fon, JUides^ t}IowM the main : 

When lo I the deeps arife, the tempefts roar. 

And drive the hero to the Coan (hore : 

Great Jove awaking, ftiook the blcft abidde^ ' 

With rifmg wtatb, «nd tumbled Gods <m Qodi; *' 290 

hie chief he foagfat, and from the realms oh liigh 

Had hurPd indignant to the nether (ky>' • ■ • 

But gentle Night, to wbpm I. fled for aid, ■• • ■ 

(The friend of earth and heav*n) her wings difplayM; 

ImpowerM the wrath of Gods and Men to tame, 295 

Ev'n Jo've rcvcr'd the vdierablc daiiie. 



perior kind mty give itCelf up to avolantary fdTatioB of thought and 
a£lioa, though it does not want this relaxation from may weaknel^ or 
neceflity of its natore. ' 

V. 285. H^brnt'time, defirthig I|ion'# Wi^ed plain, &c.] One may 
obferve from lience^ that to make falfity m fables ulefal aiid fubfer- 
vient to our defigns, it is not enough to cauf^ the ftory to refetpble 
truth, but we arc to corroborate it by parallel places ; which method 
the Poet ufes elfewhere. Thus many have attempted great difficul* 
ties, and iurmounted them. So did HercuUs, fo did yanOf fo did 
PJat9, Here therefore the Poet feigning that Sietp is going to prac- 
tife infidioufly upon Jove, prevents the ftrangehefs and incredibility 
of the tale, by fquaring it to an ancient ftory ; which -ancient ftory 
was, that Siefp had once before got the niaftery of Jow^n the cale 
of Herculex, Eujlatbius* 

V. 296. Evn Jove rever'd the 'UenerahU dame ] • Jupiter is repie- 
fented as unwilling to do any thing that might be ofFenfive or un- 
grateful to Night 5 the Poet (fays Eufiatbius) inftru6Vs us by this, 
that a wife and honeft man will curb his wrath before any aweful 
and venerable perfons. Such was Night in regard of Jupiter^ feign'd 
as itt . anceHor, and hoxMutaibk on Skccounx ^ Vk:x wi^SiQ^ikY >b^' 
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lin are thjr fears (the Qaeen of heav*n replies, 
fpeaking, roHs her large majellick eyes) 
ik'ft thou that Troy has Jove*% high favour won, 
gTt2X JUities, his all conquVing fon ? 300 

*, and obey the xniftrefs of the fkies, 
for the deed expe£l a vulgar prize ; 
know, thy Iov*ii one (hall be ever thine, 
yoongeft Grace^ Pajttbae the divine. 



'. For the Crtek theology teaches that Night and Chaos wef€ 
! all thinp. Wherefore it was held facred to obey Night in the 
6b of war, as we £od by the adponitiont of the heralds to* 
'' and j^ax in the feventti Iliad, 

'JttM has made a &at u(e of this ancient opinion in relarion *o 
and Night, in the latter part of his fecond book, where lie 
bet the paf&fe of S^an thro! their empixe. He calls them, 

EkLJI Night 

^M Chaos, tnceftors of., nature i 

allodes to the fame, in thofe noble verlesy 



-Beheld the throne 



Of Chaos, and bit dark pavilion fpread 
tVide on the wajfeful deep : H^tb bint enthrond 
Sate fahle-vefled lii%ht, eldeft of thingt 
^'be confort of bit reign, 

Bnt Apoftrophe oi Spenfer has alfo the .fame alluGon, book 9, 

tboUf moft ancient grandmother of all, 

More old than Jove, whom tbsit atfrfididfl breed. 

Or that great boufe of Gods celeftial', 

Jfjoicb was begot in Daemogorgons ball. 

And fatvji the fecrets of the world unmade, 

E 4. ^^^ 
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Swear ^en (heOudJ by thc^e timendo^f: floo^i . pj 
That roar thro' hell^ and biml th" invoking Gods.: , 
Let the great parent Earth one hand fuibki. 
And ftretch the other oVr the facred Main. 
Call the black fitans that with Cbronos dwell^ 
To hear, and witnefs frj>|;n the ^epths of heU; 3 if 

Thatihe, mylov'd.pne, 0udl be ever mine» 
The youngeft Graces Fafithai the divine, 

The Queen aflents, and from th* infernal bowVa 
Invokes the fable Sabtartarean powVs, 
And thofe who rule tV inviolable floods . %\^ 

•Whom mortals name thfe dread tifanUft Q^ti. 

Then fwift as wind, o^trLemttos fme^y ^ffp, . ' 
They wjog their w^y, and Inihrui' fea-beat foil, ' ^ 
Thro' air unfeen involv'4 u) darkne^ glide. 
And light on Lc^os^ on the point of Ue^ ;- 320 



V. 307. het the great far ^t earth orti hand fuftain^. 

And fir etch the other o'er the facred Main, Uc,"^ 

There is fomething Mronderfully folenin in this maoner of fwearsng 
propofcd by Sleep to "Juno, How anfwcrable is this idea to the dig- 
nity of the Queen ot the GoddeiTes, where Earth, Ocean, and HelV 
itlclf, where the whole creatiort, all. things vifiblc and invifible> aje ' 
called to be witrtefies of *the Oath of the Deity ? 

V. 311. That fljc, my lov^d-one, &c.] Sleep is here made to re- 
peat the words of Junc^t promife, thaa which repfttUion ntothing, I 
think, can be more beautifiijl or better placed. The kver fired witK 
thefe hopesj infifts on the promife, dwelling with pleafure on each 
tircumftance that relates to his fair-one. The throne and footftool, 
it feems, arc ^uite out of his head^ O 



(Mother 
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jMother of fiivages,. whoile echoing hills 

Are heard reToanduig with h hundred rills) 

Fair Ida trembler andemcath the God ; 

Hu(h*d are her moontains, and her forefts nod. 

There on a ^^ whofe fpiry branches t\^ 3^2; 

To join it9 fummit to the neighboring fkies. 

Bark in embowering (hade, conceai*d itoia iighr. 

Sate Sleep, in likeneis of the bird of night. 

(Chaicis 



V. 313. Fair Ida tremhki.'] It is ulually fuppofed at the approach 
or prcfcnce of any heavenly being, that upon their motion al! fliould ^ 
(luJcp that lies hefieath them. H^J^ the Poet giving a dticriptioa 
otthe defccnt of thefe Deities upon the ground at heEioSy fays that 
the loftieft-oftJw wooi^ trembled «i»d«r their feet: Which expreffloa 
is to intimate the lightnefs and the fwiftnefs of the motions of hea- 
venly beings ; the wood does not ihake under their feet from any 
corporeal weighty but from a certain aweful dread and horror. Ek- 
fiatbiuu 

V. 328. In likeneji of the bird of night. "l This is a bird about thfi» 
fiz'c of a hawk, intirelybkck 5 ' and that is tfic reaibn why f/biW^ 
d^(cribes Skef under ijs fprin. Here (4a}s EufiutbiHsJ lUmer lets u» 
know, as well as in many other places, tlfat he M no ftraiigdr to the 
language of the Gods., Hobba. has taken May much from the di^-, 
nity of this i'uppolition, in trannaiing the prefcnt ^ncs in tlii/ 
manner. , 

^ Jind there fate S\Rt^., ill Hhr.rfs cf a fa^^vlf 
U^liifh Codi do Chaicis call^ arJ nun an Qtifft^ 

^f^ fin3 i^ Vht^i Cratylus a difcourfe of great fubtiityy ^roundeil, 
cbieRy on this obiervation of Homer ^ that the Gods and mtn call tbct 
fame thing by ^liferent names. The Phiiofopher fuppoies that int. 
the origiBol lan^age every thinjg was cxpreJfs'd by a word 5 whofv 
found was naturaily apt to mark the nature of the thing iSgnified. - 
This |;reat work he afcribcs to tlie Gods, flncc it required more 
kniiwledgp both in- the, nature of founds and things, than man ha4 
attained to. This reifemblance, he fays, was almoft ioft in inoderj^, 
languages by the unfkilful alterations men had mapcfe, and the' great 
iiceocc they b^ad t^en in compounding of words. However^ he ot - 

£ 5 fe^SC^yM 
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(Chalets his name^by tbofe of lieav'oly birtfa^ 

But caird Cjmttdis by the race of earths) . , 33^ 

To Ida's top fucccfsful Jun9 flies; r .. 
Great Jo^e furveys her with defiring eyes: 
The God, whofeJight'ning fets the heav'ns on fif^ . 
Thro' all his bofom feels the fierce defire ; 
Fierce as wbeo firft by Health he feia?d.iier charms, 339 
Mix'd with her foul, and melted in her arms. 
FixM on her eyes, he fed his eager look, 
'i'hen prefs'd her hand, and thus with tranfport fpoke. 

Why comes my goddefs fro© th* 8|thereal fty^ 
And not her fteeds and flaming chariot, nigh ? ^40 

Then (he I Ixiile to thofe remote abodes^ 

Where the great parents of the deathlofs godi^ 

The rev'rend Ocean and grey Tethys reign. 

On the lad limits of the land and mixi. 

I vifit thefe, to whofe indulgent caret * 34^ 

I owe the nurfing of my tender years. 



Sgnt% tl^re were yet among the Gneks fome remains of this er^iiial 
iMtguage, of which he gives a few inftances, adding> that many moi^ 
^ere to be found in fome of the bsM'barou^ languages, that had ^ 
viated lefs from the Original, which was ilill preferved intire athoO||^ 
the Gods. This appears sk notion (b uncommon, xjaztl coinld hot 
forbear to mention it. 

V. 345. To wbofi indulgent cant tow the nurfing^ &€.! 

The allegory of this is very obvious. "Jum is conftantljr onderftood 
to be the airi, and we are iiere told /he was nouriHied by the Taponn. 
which rife from the Ottan and the Zarih% for ^J^ftkyi is the &me- 
«tthJU>«0. SitfUtbim, 
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Forilrife, I hear, bas made that umbb d^afe. 

Which held fo long this ancient pair in peace. 

The fteedsy preparM my chariot to conrey 

O'er earth and fcas, and thro' th' aerial way, 350' 

Wait under Ide: Of ihy fuperior poWr 

To'ufk confent, I leave xYC'Oiympran bow*r^ 
Nor feeic, unknown to thee, -the facrtd celB 
Deep under feas, where hoary Ocean dwells. 

For that (faid Jove) ftiffice another day r J S 5 

But eager love denies the lead delay. 
Let fofter cares the prefent hour employ. 
And be tfaefe momenta {ttatdi aQ'tb joy. 
Ne'er did my foul fo firong'a^ pdffion prove; 
Or for an earthly^ or a hcav'nly love : j6o 

Not when I prefs'd i^'m's matchlefi' dame. 
Whence rofe Peritbom like the Gods in fkme« 
Not when Uat JXanae felt the fliowV of gold' ' 

Stream into life, whence Perfiut brave and boidi 



'^' 3 59* J This courtffiiip of Jupiter to Juno mvf poffibly be thought 
pfotty Bsgular. He endeavoors to prove the ardour of his paflion to 
bcr, by the inftances of its warmth to other women. A great many 
wopk will look upon this at; no very likely method to recommeod 
hiimelf to Juno^i favour. Yet, after all, fomething may be faid in 
defence ofjutiur^i way of thinking with- refped to the Ladies. 
Pieriiapt a man s love to the fyx in. general may be no ill lecommenda- 
tion of him to a particular. And to be known or thought to have 
been fucce&ful with a good maoy^ is what foroe moderns have found' 
BO unfortunate qualification in gaining a lady, even a moft virtuous 
^aftlikn Juiw, efpecially cftC who (like her) hai had the experience 
flamirieiftaic. 



^ 
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Not thus I bamM for other Tbtbim dame. 56; 

{Bacchus from this, from that AUuUs came.) 

Not Thcenix" daoght^r, bototifal and yoang, 

Whence godlike RbadamoMtb and Minos fpruog. 

Not thus I bum'd for fiur La$omah face. 

Nor comelier Ores* more majefttck grace, . .. $7# 

Not thus ev'n for thyielf I fdt defirc^. 

As now my veins receive the pleafing lie. 

He fpoke ; the Goddels with the charming eyes 

Glows with celefUal redy and thas replies. 

Is this a fcene for lov^ ? Qi^ t4a'% height . 375 

Exposed to mortal, and iQifB^rUil fight ? 

Our joys prophan*d by ejieh ffmiljarf eye 1 

The (port of heav'n^ and fabk of t]ie iky. 

How (hall I e'er review the bljeil abodes. 

Or mix among the fenat^ 0/ the Gods? }8o 

^ Shall I not think, that, withdi(or4^d ctoms. 

All heav'n beliofds me recf i^t frpip thy^ins^ . 

With (kill divine has Vulcan form'd thy bowV, 

Sacred to lote, and to the genial hova* ; 

If fuch thy will, to that rccefs retire, 3*5* 

And fecret there udolge thy fqft defire; 
She ceas'd ; and imiling with fiiperior love. 

Thus anfwer'd mild the doud-cpsbfelling Jo've, 



Npi 
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Nor God, nor9KM4flMUP9r.jo)ribehold» 
Shaded with cloadf* aii4: circuoiftii'd in gold, ^90 

Not ev*n the fun, who darts thro' heav'n his rays, « 

And whofe broad eye th* extended earth furveys. 

Gazing he fpoke, and kindUng at the view. 
His eager arms around the Goddeff threw. 
Glad eartlt perceives, and from Jier bofom pouijs 395 
Unbidden herbs and ? oluntary flow'n : 

Thick 



y. }9l5. <rW earth ^^iwt, !(%•] It u an ^hCtivtldn o£ MjhiSf 
in the 25th chapter of his Poeticks, that when Homer is oh\i^;tak 
dcfcribe any thing of itfelf .abfuri pr too inoprobable, he conftantly 
contrives to blind and dae«le the judgment of Tiis readers with fomc 
{hioikg deftiiflioa. Tiiis paHage is a reiriaikable inftance of that ar- 
tifice ; for having imagined a fifil^O0k 9i vety gieat abAiMity, that the 
Supreme Being ihould be laid aHaq) in a femak embxacf, he imme- 
diately, as it were to divert his reader from reii.e^n^ on his boldnefs, 
pours forth a great variety of pdetical oTname nts ; by ^efcribing the 
various fiow^s the earth {h,oot^ up to cpmpoie their couch^ th/e g^old^a 
cletids that ^ncdinpaflf^d ' thel^,. and thfc'urij^t' heavdtly 4ews, that 
wcrp fhoweredroynd then). Evffathius oiiktiti h as aii inftanccx>f 
Somtr^s inodeR ctmdnB in fo d^lhrate tj^ afl^lr, that he das purpdfety^ 
adorn'd th^ ^bd cf Jupitir' with fach ^' tarfety of beautiful ^bwcrs^j' 
that the r^cr'a Aod Sxts bcmp intircly taken u^ witK theft i)rn4i 
mcfnts inight have no room tor loofe imaginations, {n tlie fame 
manner an ancient SchoHaftlias obferved, that the golden clQu'd uas 
contrived .to lock up this adtion frbm any farther rn^dry'b^ th^ 
reader. 

I cannot conclude tJje notes on this ftory of yupker and Juno^ 
without obfervlilg wtkh. ^yhat paiticslar czttil^iifon h«« ^itated the 
ieveral beautiful parts of this ^tib4er InirodilciQi tjbe«i 'v^on different 
occafions as the fubje^ 0^ his poem would admit. Ttiecircvmftance 
or Sleep'^ fitting in likenefs of a bird on the fir-tree upbn^ mount Ida^ 
n alluded to in his 4th hwM, where Satan ihs in likends of a cor- 
morant on the tree of life. The creation is made to give the 
fame tokens of joy at the performance of thie nu^tiel rites of our 
iirft parents^ as ibe does here at the congrefs of Jstfit^ amdjuno, 
Lih, 8« 

■■-■■'••••■^ •■-■•• •-'•' To 
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Thick new*bom vi'lets a foft esrpet fpitKd/ 
And daftVing Lotos fweli^d tkf riiiiig bcd^ 



And 



-To (3tf nuptial how'r 



I bd ber blujbing like the mom, all beav^v 
And bafff cett/ieUmmtt on that hour 
Sbed tbeir JeltBefi infiuence\ tbe eartb 
tjovejignof gratuhthriy arid tacb hill \ 
Joywu tbe_ birds } frejh gales amd gtntle mirr 
fVbiJperd it to the woods, and from their Vfinp- 
Flung roje, flung odours from the fptcy firubt 

Thofe lines alio ia the fottrth book are nanifeftly fiom the isa^ 

J UtJoiandJeffamine 
Mtar^d high tbeir floi^Jk^d beadibavfetn, aadtom^bt 
Mofaic, underfoot tbf violetf 
Crocus and by adnib with ricb inlay 
Brmder^d tbe ground, * 

Where the very turn of Hemer*9 vatks It ohfenfed,; and. die cadeocei 
and almoft the words,, finely tranllatcd. 

But it is with, wonderful judgment and decency he 'has ufed thtt 
eiceptionable paflfage of the dalliance, ardour, and enjoyment : That 
which feems in Homer an impious fi^ion, becomes a mioral leflbn in 
JUibon i fince be makes that lafcivious rage of the paflion the imme- 
diate effect of the fin of our firft parents after the fall, jiJam cs» 
Kreflei it in the words of Jupiter*. . 

For never did thy beauty. fince tbe dey 
l faw tbee fbrfly and wedded thee, adorn^d^ 
With all perfe&ions, fo- enflame nyfenfcf 
Wkb ardour to enjoy tbee^ fairer now 
^Tban ever 5. bounty of thifuirtuous tree ! ' 

So Jaid he, and forbcre not glance or toy 
Of amorous intent, iveH underftood 
9f Eve, wbofe eye darted contagious fire* 
Utr band be fiix^df and 99 a fiady bank 
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And {}jA^tSifljaHnth$ thetdrf h^row. 

And flamy Crocus mdde the mountaiii glow. 400 

Tbere golden clouds conceal the heav*nly pair. 

Steeped in foft joys, and circumfus'd with air; 

Celeftial dews, deiicending o'er the ground. 

Perfume the mount; and breathe Amhr^fia round. 

At length with lave and fleep's foft powV opprcft, 405 

The panting Thund'rer nods, and finks to reft. 

Now to the navy bom on filent wiogs^ 
To Neptunt*s ear foft Sleep \m meflage brings ; 
Befide him iiidden, anperceivM he flood. 
And thos witli gentle woids addrefs*d the God. 41a 

Now, Neptune! now, tb* important hoar employ^ 
Te check a while the haughty hopes of 7ro^ z 
While Jtyve yet refts, while yet my vapours flied 
The golden vifion rodad his iacred head ;. 
Tor jMr0*s love, and Somnus' pleafing ties,. 41^ 

Vmti cloa'd thofe awfol and eternal eyes.. 



nwt- wer-bidd with verdimi r^^euhtmtr^d^ 
He led her, nothing loatb : Jow*n vierc the coucb^ 
Fanfieu andvioUts,, and afpbodel,. 
jSndkfodntbY oarth' » fkijbeft^ fifit/t hp.. 
nen thej tbek filof lovt and hvitdifport 
7wk largeljf, of tbar mutual' guilt the feal\, 
TCbe folace of tbeir fin : ^titt dewy Sleep. 
^ppTifCd tbtm, Vftarf of tbeir anmvus play*. 

MiltOD> 1. 9k 
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Thus having fai^^ the fOwV tf fl^abcf fl«w» 
Qfi hunum lids ta <kop ^ M^y d«w. 
Neptune^ wifh zejU incTfas'd, tesAwa. ht$ cav^ . 
And tow'ring in the foremoft ranks of war, 426 

Indignant thus^r^Oh .once of oiartial &aie f - 
O Greeks! if xtt ye can deferiee the nape! : • . "-^ 
This halC-rccovcr'd day ftall Trajrobuia? • / . * 
Shall HeSlor thander at your (kips agim? ' / j 
Lo dill he vaunts, and threats the fleet with fires^ 425 
While (lern Achilla in his wrath retites. ' - •' 

One hero's lofs to^tjooely yomidieplipre, .- . .. • ; . 
Be (ill yourrelves/.aniweJluiliieed/ttdaarcw - 
Oh yat, if glory aay Tbo^KBwahnfy >» * ^ . •' 
Brace on your firadib heims, acd fland to arms : 4^0 

His ftrongeftfpcar each valiant Grecian wield^ 
Each valiant Gr^ri^f^ttaehtt broad^ftthicMri • _ 



V. 417. Tbepaw'rof-Jlufftbkt'fiiv3.'\ ^'.DUcierm 'hef trsttiih-' 
tion of this pa 1 age has thought fit to diflent from the common in- 
terpretation, as well 'as obvious i^ni^ of the words. She reftrains the 
general expreffion f«i %>Jiy^ ^"^ oiA^%^*t.tlH fint»ni nations cf 
men, to %iify onk. the coujotry p/ tb? Lfmniofif^ -^'ho, fhc fays, 
v/cxc much celdratej on iis:Qouixt o^ i^u/can. But this ftrained inter- 
pretation cannot be admitted^ efperiaJly when the fibvipas meaning of 
the words exprefa wh^c is v^ .fta^pwsitiii 4utxufal*> -The God of 
Sleep having luftily deii^fcijd, .hig; jpii^I^ -to iV^ft«fy» limmediately 
leaves the hwrry of the battel, (whigh was no proper fc^e for him) 
and retires among the tribe' of mankind. The wor4» xXvrot on 
Which M. £>^"^r grounds hrt criticifm, is an expletive epithet very 
comn>on in Hotngr, and no way fit to point otrt «ne certain nation, 
cfpecially in an author one of wh»fe moff diftinguifliing charaOers is 
farticularity in dcfcription. 

Let, 
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Let, to the weak, thp lights arin^ belongp 

I'he pond'rous targe bs wielded by the (bong* 

(Thus arin*d} not HeSior (hall our prefeuce (lay ; 4^5 

Myfelf, ye GmhJ my felf will lead the way. 

The troops adgat; tbeir martial arms tbey change,. 
The bufy chiefs their banded legioas range. 
The Sings, the* wounded^ aiul ppprefs'd with pain, 
Widi helpful hands themfelves affift the train. ' 440 

The flroAg and combVous aima the vldiant wicldf 
The weaker warrior ukes a lighter (hield,. 
Thas fheath'd in (hining. brafs in bright arra^r. 
The legions mfik,^ ,»Bd l^ri^^ \^ ^^,yi^t • 



V. 44a. nt weaker warrior takes 4 Ughterjbie!d,1 T-hUarch feemi 
to «Dade to this parage in the be;ginning -of the life of PehpidaH 
" Hmtrf favs he, makes the braved and Aputeft of his warriors 
" maroh to battel in the heft arms. The Grea'^tt jegiilatoii punini'4 
** thofe who caft away their i&leldsy but not thofe who loft their 
** fpean or their fwordt ; as an intimation that the care of preferving 
^ and defending ourielves is preferable to the wounding our enemy, 
** efpedally in thofe who are Generals of armies^ or Governors of 
" Hates.*' Euflatbius has obfcrv'd, that the Poet here makes the 
bdl warriors take the largeft ihields and longeft fpears, that they 
night be re«Iy prepared^ with proper arms, both ofFenfive and de* 
fenfive, for a new kind of fight, in which they are foon to be 
mgaged when the fleet is attacked. Which indeed Teems the mod 
rational account that can be given for Neptune'' z advice in this 
exigence. . " 

Mr. HoSSet has committed a great overiight in this place ; he 
Bakes the wounded princes (who it is plain were unfit for the battel^, 
uid do not engage in the enfuing fight) put on arms as well as the 
)thers| whereas they do no more in Homer than fee their orders. 
>bey*d by the reft, as to this change of arms. 

V. 444. The legions marcby and Neptune leads the way."] The chief 
advantage the Creeh gain by the flcep of Jupiter ^ fcttMiX.o\ifc^^vi • 
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His brandiih'd fiolchion flames before their eyes, 445 
Like lightning fUfhing thro* the frighted fkies. 
Qad in his might th' Earth-lhaking pow> appears; 
Pale mortals tremble, and coafefs their fears. 
Trefz great defender fUnds alone anaw*d. 
Arms his proud hofl, and dares oppofe a God : 450 

And k>! the God, and wondVoos man appear: 
The fea's ftern ruler there, and Heffor here. 
The roaring main, at her great mafler^s call, 
Rofe in hoge ranks, and formed a watry wall 
Around the (hips : Seas hanging o*er the ihores, 455 
Both armies joi»: Earth dmnders, Ocean roars. ' . 



Replant unwilling to offend Jupiter has hitherto concealed hil^ 
in difguifed fliapes ; fo that it does net appear that Jupiter knew cf 
his being among the Greeks, fince he takes no notice of it. Thii 
precaution hinders h:ni from alTifting the Greeks otherwiie than bv hit 
advice. But upon the intelligenjce received of what Jtni§ bad aone^ 
he liHumes a form that manlfefh his divinity, infpiring courage ioto 
the Grecian chiefs, appearing at the head of their army, brandifluog 
a fword in his hand, the Aght of which ftruck fudi a terror into 
the Trojans, that as Homer hy$, none durfl approach it. And ibere- 
f)rc it is not to be wondered, that xht Trojans who arc no longer 
fuftained by Jupiter, immediately give way to the enemy. 

V. 451. ^nd to! tb* God, and wond^rous man appear,"} What 
magnificence and noblenefs is there in this idea ? where Homer oppofes 
Hjclcr to Neptune, and e<|ualizc8 him in feme degree to a God. En' 
Jf at hi us, 

V. 453. The roaring main, &c.] This fwelling inundation of the 
fca towards the Grecian camp, as if it had been agiuted by a florni, 
is meant for a prodigy, intimating that the waters had the fame 
refentments with their commander Neptune, and feconded him in bis 
quarrel. Eujfatbius, 
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Not half fo load the bellowuig deeps refouncf. 

When ftonriy winds difdofe the dark profound ; 

Lefs load the winds, that from t\CjEolian hall 

Roar thro* the Woods, and make whole forefb fall; 460 



V. 457. Not half Jo hudy &c.] The Poet having ended the Epi- 
fode of Jupiter and Jumoy Bccurnt to the battel, where the Grttki be- 
ing animated and led on by Nejtune, renew the fi^^ht with vigour* 
The noiCe and outcry of this freih onCet, be endeavours to ezprefs hj 
tbefe three founding comparifont ; as if he thought it ncceHTary to 
awake the reader^s attention, which by the preceding defcriptions 
might be lulled into a forgctfulne^s of the iight. He might likewife 
iefiga to fliew how foundly Jupiter /lept, fince he is not awaked by 
ib terrible an uproar. 

This paflfage cannot be thought juftly liable to (he objections 
which have been- made agamft heaping cemparifons one apon ano- 
ther, whereby tlie principal object is lofl anudft too great a vatiety 
©f different images. In this cafe the principal image it more ftrongly 
impreflfed on the mind by a multiplication of fimiles, which are the 
natural product of an imagination labouring to exprefs fomething very 
tail: But Ending no /ingle idea fuf?icieiit to anfwer its conceptions, 
ft endeavours by redoubling the cciiparifons to fupply tMs defcft: 
The different founds .of waters, winds, and flames, being as it were 
noited in one. We have feveral inflances of this fort even in fo 
caftigated staA fcfiftred a writer- as*^^r7, who has j;:ned ^together the 
images of this paflfage in the fouith Ceorgic, v. 261. and apply'd 
them, beautifully foftened by a kind of parody, to the buxzing of A 
bee-bdve. 

Fn'giJii's ut quondam fyt'-jis immurmurat Auftr^ 
Ut mkre f«lli<fkum flridct refuerttrhus utidi*y 
JEftuat ut clanjis rapidus fornacibut ignis, 

Tajfo has not only imitated this particular pafTage of Homer ^ but 
likewife added to it. Cant, 9. St, 22. 

Rapido J% che torblda procella 
De cavemoji monti efce piu tardai 
Fiume, cb* albert infieme, e cafe fveUa: 
Folgorcy che le torri tthhatta, &f arda : 
Terrcmoto, ckt U mondo empia £ horror e, 
Sm fieckU JMjia/ixt ml Jao funrt^ 



\j&k 
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Lefs loud thewoods^ when flames in. tpKren^four, 
Catch the dry mountain^ and it$ (hades :devQur. 
With fuch a rage the sne?tin£ hojb are fixhr]^. 
And fu^h a clamour fhak^ the foundipg ht^v^n. 
The firfl bold jav'lin urg'd by HeSior's force, 46J 

Direft at ^jax" bofom wing'd its cpurfe ; 
But there no pafs the crofiing beltft afiScNxl, 
(One brac'd his ihield, and one fiifiain'd his Avofd^ 
Then back the difappomted Tnjan drcWj . . 

AjA cnrsM the lapce that unavailing flew : 47O 

But fcapM not j^jaxi his tempefluoas hand 
A poAd-fou^ftQn^ up-h^skving fnm ihe £uid» 
(Where h^aps laid loofe beneath the'iv^ripr*-s.|i^ . 
Or ferr'd to ballaft, or to prop the fleet) ^ 
Tofs'd roand and round, the miflive marble flings j 47; 
On the ras*d (hield the fallen ruin rings. 
Full on his bread and tjiroat with fprce defiBe&da * . 
Nor deaden*d there its giddy fury fpends. 
But whirling pn, with many a fiety round. 
Smokes in the dufl, and ploughs into the ground. 480 

As 

V. 480. Smohn in the duft, gnd fihugia into the gwndJ] 

Thcfc words are trapflated by fcveral, as if they figaify'd that HcSfet 
was turned round with the blow, like a whirlwind 5 which would 
enhance the wonderful greatnefs ofjfjax^s ftrength. Etffiathius rathtr 
inclines to refer the wonTs to the ftone itfelf, and the violence of its 
motion. Chapman^ I think« is In Xhit tt^xi> ^m^ -the latter, but 



jfeoitJM^: /^irikvix/^fb. 117 

\s when the 'bolt/ red- Silungl&bfnabov^^ 

Darts on the confecrated plant of jove, 

Tke inoiintarnx>ak Tn ifamlng ruin lies. 

Black from the blow/ &n<r fmokes of farphiir''fffe ; 

Stiff with amaze the pale behoTders Ssaid, 4S j, 

And own the tcrrors'of A^ATmighty *hau<f if 

So lies great He^or proftrate on the fhore ; 

HTs-ilackenM hand defeats the laoc^ it bpre; , 

:..-;> \ . :;! . I. ■:-.:> . . *. •.■■ ^ ..'» 
His followiog fliield the fell^ chief o'crfprcad 5. . . . 

BeneaA his hehnet dropp'o hi$ faiotug hoad ; 4^ 

His load of armour finkii)g to the gi:ound, . . , 

Qanks on the field ; a dead^ and hollow ibund. . . ^ 



he ihould not Jvive taken the interpretjitioii to.hi/pfejf. He. fairt^ it 
ii above th4 wk of rhan- H^=^ tf-^iibfe'^^ .llltftotibn hoth of 
^4**8 ftrcngth and i/<^«rY^ of^jfj- (or ^yiog^bch 'a foifo.|« the' 
ftone, that it could nrft fp6n4 itielF on iJIfSFor ; "but aftcrwarts'turn'd 
upon the earth. «hkh thA^ViKi\a^eyiAA:pf:Hefhr,.f^ Adittiing; thef 
blow fo roli<ffy': for without llhat confideration, the "flone could, 
never have recoiled fo fiercely. This image, together With tfie nehfe' 
fimile following it, feems to have given Spencer the hint of thofc 
fublime verTes. ■ . . « 

As iuhen abm'gbey^]^vt,i* 'ttfrathfiil moo^, ■ ' •■ ■ 
To lortak the guilt cf mortal fim u hmty . ' . 

Hurls forth bis tbund''ring dartj ^oitb deadly food 
EnrolVi^ of flakes, and fmouldrhg driarimettt : 

TSfo* rivtn chmUy And molten fihMfittnt, 
The fierce tbrei forked tnginc making way. 

Both lofty tow'rs and higheji trees bath rent. 
And all that might bis dnadf id -faffdgefiayy 
Andjh^i^ in, tk^^e^Hby ^E^, <t^ « wnw^d vf xUy^ ' ; - 

His boifi' roux club Jo bury*d in the ground, 
/, . Be could not rear again, ScQ^ 



Loud ihouts of tritunpb fill ^e croodcd flfLxn-i, 

Greece fees, in hope, Trofs great defeoder ilain : 

AW. fpiing to feize ium; ftorms of arrows fl/; 495 

And thicker jav'lios intercept the fky«^ 

In vain an iron tcmpc/jk hi^(^ ro^nd ; ^ , 

Re lies proteded. and without a wouind. 

Tj>lyiamas^ Jgenor the divine. 

The |Hous warrior of Ancbijes* Une^ joo 

And each bold leader of the Zycf4« b^d $ 

With covering fluelds (a fneadSy circle) ftand^ 

Rb moamfttl folIoWen, wim aMatit care. 

The groaning herd to h& chariot bear ; 

His foaming conifers, fwifter than the wind, 50; 

Speed to the town, and leave the war behind. 

When nowithey. (<mch'4,the jae^*s.enamd*d fide. 
Where gentle AoiT/iwj r6lis hi^ eafy tl^e. 
With watiy drops the diief they fprinkle round, 
FlacM on the noargin of the flowery ground. 5 19 

RaisM on his knees, he now ejefls the gore ; 
Now faints anew, low finking on the (hore ; 
By fits he breathes, half views the fleeting ikies. 
And feals again, by fits, his fwimming eyes. 

Soon as the Greeks the chief's retreat beheld, 515 

With doul!e fury each invades the field. 
O'ilean Ajax firU his jav'lin Iped, 
Pierced by whofe point the Ton of Einfe bled ; 

(Salmitt 
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(Satm'uj the brave, whom beaateom Niu bore 

AmdSt her flocks on Satmo's filver (horc) 520 

Strock thro* the belly's rim, the warrior lies 

Sopioe, and iba^es eternal veil his eyes. . 

An arduous battel rofe around the dead » ^ 

By turns the Greth, by turns the Trfjam Ucd. 

Fir'd with revenge, folyiamtu drew near» 525 

And at Frv/^^«0r (hook the trembUng fpear ; 
The driving }av*lin thro' his fhoulder throft. 
He finks to eardi, and grafps the bloody dufi. 
Lo thus (the vidor cries) we rule the field. 
And thus their arms the raoe of Ptfs/ioK/ wield: 530 

From this unerring hand there flies no dart 
But bathes its poiot within a Gndan heart, 
hopt on that fpear to which thou ow*fl thy fidl. 
Go, guide thy darldbme fteps to P/v/^'s dreary hsQ I 
He (aid, and forrow tooch'd each Argiwi bread : 535 
The fi>ul of Ajax barn'd above the reft. 
As by his fide the groaning warrior feU, 
At the fierce foe he launched his piercing fleel ; 



y. 533. Propt on that ^Hor, &:c.] The occsifion of this iarcafm 
^ Volydamai fcems taken from the attitude of his falling enemy, whd 
IS transfixed with a fpear through his right fliouliler. This pofture 
l?earing fome refemblance to that of a man leaning on a ftafF, might 
probably fuggcft the conceit. 

The fpcech of Fdjdavuu begins a long firing of farcaftic raillery, 
in which Eujfatbita pretends to obferve very different eharaclers. 
This oi Polyd€nruu^ he fays, is pleafant; that of y$tfx, lerouk ^ that 
fif Acamaiy flain j and that of Peneteus, pafhetick^ ' 



i2o Hb^MtRh-ILiJiy. B6o*3a?: 

The foe rccHrtftlg, fhunn'd Ac flyfcg flewli ; 

But fate, Jrchilocbus^ diiuancb thy breath : J40* 

Thy lofty birth no fuccour cduM iiilpart. 

The wings of death oVrtookr th^ on 'the'dflit. 

Swift to pcrfonn htav'tt's'fitd WflT'it ffed. 

Full on the jii'tfCtote' of the heck a[iid hdid, ' 

And took the joint, ahd dut the nerv^ in twaih'; 545 
The dropping head fkit CdftiBled to the plain. 
So juft the ftrokc, ftat yet 'fhe Body* flood ' ^ - 
£re£t, then r(XC6, dbng the fands^^oHl ' " 

Here, proud fbtydamas^'Yittc turn ihy C]^cs7 
{life tow Ving-^<7Ar loud- infijltiiig cries) ' 550 

Say, is this chief cAended on 'the plaJii 

A worthy vengeance for Fr(7/i^wr flab ? 

Mark well liTs'port { his ffgurc and his' face 

Nor fpcak" him vulgar, nor 'of* vulgar face ; 

St)me lines, methinks, may make his'lmcagie knoWn, 555 

^ntenor's brother, or pefhap's hrs"fon. 

He/pake, and fittil*d fevfcfrfc, foV weH he knew 
The bleeding ya^^ : Trof faddeh'd ^t the view. 
But furious Jcamas aveng'd his caufe ; 
As Promachus his flaughter'd brothfcr draws, 560. 

He picrcM his heart Such fate attends you all, 

Froud Argi'ves ! deftinM by our arms to fall. 
Not Troy alone, but haughty Greece (hall fhare 
The toils, the ftmrows, and the wounds of war. 



yroar Promatkus d^v^d of brcith» 565 

n owM to my hrave buodier's death, 
sppeas'd bo enters Pluf^ geto, 
aves a.biochflr to xeveoge ku &te. 
t.pierdDg angaUh firuck die Gruian hofl^ 
chM the bread of bold Pemieus moft $ 570 

proud boofter he dire£U his courfe ; 
after fties, and fliuns faporior force. . 
»g Bi^mus receivM the fpear ; 
, his Other's ofAy care: 

u the rich, of all the Trojan train 575 

Hirms Iov*d, and taaght the arts of gain) 
his typ the weap<m chanc'd to fidl, 
Mn the fibrct^fcoop'd the rooted ball» 
thro' the neck, and hurl'd him to the plain: 
his miferaUe arms in vain I 5 80 

is broad faulchion fierce Pentleus (pread« 
nn the fpouting fhouUers ftnid: his head ; 
th at once the head and hehnet fly ; 
MOy yet fticking thro* the bleeding ^e^ 
5torfeiz'd; and as aloft he ihook 5^5 

«ry vifage, thus infoking fpoke. 
im ! year great Uionetu bdiold f 
to hb father l^t the tale be told : 
high roo&rerQOttd with ftaatic woe^ 
&s the houfe otPromacttu malt, know } sgo 

*• IV. F ^^^ 
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Let doleful tidings greet his mother's ear. 
Such, as to Promacbus* fad fpoufc we bear ; 
When we, vidlorious (hall to Greece return. 
And the p^e matron in oar trinmphs moaro. 

Dreadful he fpoke, then tofs'd the head on high ; 
The Trojans hear, they tremble, and they fly : 
Aghaft they gaze around the fleet and wall. 
And dread the ruin that impends on alU 

Daughters of Jove ! that on Olympus ftiine. 
Ye all beholding, all recording nine! 



V. 599. Daughters of Jove \ &c.'] Whenever we meet witl 
frefh invocations in the midft of a£lion, the Poets would £ 
give their readers to underftand, that they are come to a point 
the dcfcription being above their own flrengtb, they have c 
for fupernatyral afTiflance 5 by this artifice at once exciti: 
reader's attention, and gracefully varying the harratioh. In ti 
lent cafe, Homer feems to triumph in the advantage the Gre 
gain'd in the flight of the Trojans, by invoking the Mufa to 
the brave a£lions of his heroes from oblivion, and fet them 
light of eternity. This power is vindicated to them by the p 
ivci y occafion, and it is tp this tafk they are {o foleinnly a 
<jucntly fummoned by our Author. T^o, has, I think, int; 
one of thefe invocations in jn very noble and peculiar manner ; 
on occafion of a battel by nipht, he calls upon the Ni^bt t< 
h'nr\ to draw forth thoiiei mighty deeds, which were pcriorxne 
the concealment of her fh^des, 7ij\A to difplay their glories, ij" 
ftaadins their difadvaatagC; to all pofferity. 

Nottey che net profondt ofcuto feno 
Chiudejiif e ne T ohiio fatto Ji grande 3 
Piacciati, ch* to ml tmgga, en hel Jcreno 
A la future eta lo fpieghi, e mande, 
f^va la fame lero, e traf itw gloria 
S^ Unda del fnfco tuc P filta memori^f 
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O fay, wken Neptune made proud liiott yield. 
What chief, what hero firH embru'd the field ? 
Of all the Grecians what immortal name, 
And whofe bleft trophies, will ye raife to fame ? 

Thoa firfty great j^jax / on th* enfangoin*d plaia 605 
Laid Hjrtius^ leader of the Myfian train. 

Fbalces and Mermer, Ntftor^ fon overthrew ; 

BoMMfr/^/r, MorySf zvA Hippotionfkw, 

Strong Periphates and Prothoon bled. 

By TeMcer*s arrows mingled with the dead, 610 

Pierc'd in the flank by Menelaus* ileel. 

His people^s paftor, Hyferenor fell ; 

Eternal darknefs wrapt the warrior round. 

And the fierce foul came rufhing thro' the wound* 

Bat ftretch*d in heaps before O'ileus' fon, 6 1 5 

Fall mighty numbers, mighty numbers run ; 

^ax the leis, of all the Grecian race 

SkillM in purfuit, and fwiftefl in the chace. 
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The A R G U M E N T. 

The fifth battel at the fhips j and the afts ef 
Jjax. 

JUPITER aiuaking, fees the Trojans repulfedfrom tU 
trenches ^ Hector in a fauoon^ and Neptune at the Jfud 
of the Greeks: He is highly incenfed at the artijtee rf 
Jono, nxjho appeafes him hy her /uhmijpon ; Jbe is thenfent 
to Iris and Apollo. Juno repairing to the aj/emhly of thi 
Gods, attempts ivith extraordinary addrefs to incenfe them 
€igainft Jupiter ; in f articular Jbe touches Mars ixith a 
^jiolent re/entment : He is readi to take arms, hut is pn* 
'vented hy Minerva. Iris and Apollo ohey the orders of 
Jupiter; Iris commands Neptune to lea*ve the hattelf, to 
iJihichf after much reluSlame and pajjson, he confiwis* 
-Apollo re-infpires He£tor wth 'vigcur, bringt him huh 
to the battel, marches be/ore him ivith his ^gis^ mU 
turns the fortune of the fight. He breaks dotx^n great 
part of the Grecian iMall: The Trojans rujb in, and at' 
tempt to fire, the fir ft line of the fieet, but are, as yet^ 
npclkd by the greater Ajax ^ith a podigious Jlat/ghter^ 
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' OW in fwifi night they pafs the trench profound. 
And many a chief lay gafping on the ground : 
Then (lopp'd and panted, where the chariots lie j 

Fear on their che»k» and horror in their eye. 

J^ean while awaken'd from his dream of love, 5 

■- On IdiC^ fummit fate imperial Jtrje : 

Round the wide fields he cad a careful view. 

There faw the Trojans fly, the Greeks purfue ; 

Thefe proud in arms, thofe fcatter'd o'er the plain; 

And^ ^midil the war, the Monarch of the main. 

F4 
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Not far, great HeUor on tbe dail he fpies, 

(His fad tfibdatcs round with weeping eyes) 

EjediDg blood, and panting yet for breadi» 

His fenfes wandering to the verge of death. 

The God beheld him with a pitying look, 15 

And thus, uicens'd» to fraudful Juno fpoke. 

O thou, dill adverfe to th' eternal will. 
For ever fiudious in promotiog ill ! 
Thy arts have made the godlike Iie£for yield. 
And driv'n his conquering fquadrons from the field. 20 
Can'fl thou, unhappy in thy wiles ! withftand 
Our powV immenfe, and bmve th' almighty hand? 
Haft thou forgot, when bound and ^x*d on high, 

From the vaft concave of the fpangled iky, 

Jhoig 



V. 17.] j9dam in Taradije Loft, awakes from the emWace of 
Eve, io mnch the fame humour with Jupittr hi this phce. Their 
circumftance is very parallel ; and each of them, as foon as hit paf* 
fion is over, full of that refentment natural to a Superior, who it 
impofed upon by one of lefs worth and fenfe than himfelf, and iin* 
pojfed upon in the worft manner, by ihews of tendemefs and ^ov*. 

V. 23. Hafi thw forgot, &c.] It is in the original to this effed. 
Have you forgot bow you fwung in tbe air, ^fben I bung a load of 
(fwo anvils at your feet, and a chain of gold on your bandxf '* Tho* 
** it is not my defign, fays M. Dacier, to give a reafon for every 
« ftory in the ptgan theology, yet I can't prevail upon myfelf to pau 
*' over this in filence. The phyfical allegory feems very apparent ta 
'*' me : Homer myfterioufly in this place explains the nature of the 
<' jiir, which is yuno ; the two anvils which Hie had at her feet are 
^' the two elements, earth and water ; and the chains of gold about 
*^ her hands are the ^ber, or fire which fills the fupcrior region i 
«< the two grofler elements are called anvils, to (hew us, th^t 
<' in thefe two elements only, arts are exercifcd. I don^t know hot 
** tUaC il moral aUegory may here be found, as well as a phyfical one; ' 

«« the 



Book XV. HOMER's ILJJD. 129 

2 huDg thee tremUing, ia a golden chain ; 25 

And all the raging Gods opposM in vain? 

Headlong I had'd them from th' Olym^an hall, 

Stonn^d in the whkly and breathleft with the falL 

For godlike HircuUs thefe deeds were done, 

Kor feeffl'd the vengeance worthy fuch a ibni 3a 

When by thy wiles induc'd, fierce Boregj toft 

The (hipwreckM hero on the Coon ooaft : 

Him thro* a thooTand forms of death I bore^ 

And fent to Argot ^ and his native fhore. 



** die Poet hf tbde nnflei tied to the feet ofyuap, aod by the chain 
** of gold with which her hands were bounds might fi^ify> not only 
***^that domeftick affiiirs /hould like fetters detain the wife at home ; 
*' tot that proper and beautiful works like chains of gold ought to 
M anplov her hands.** 

The phyfical part of this note belongs to HcracUdu Ponticusf Eu^ 
pAiMiy and the Scholiaft : M. Dader might have been contented 
witfi the credit of the moral one> as it feems an observation no lefs 
fingabr in a Lady. 

y, s-j.J Eufiathiui tells us, that there were in fbme manufcripts 
ttHmar two ▼erfei^ which are not to be found in any of the printed 
fdidoiity (which Hen, Stepbem places here.) 

KtfiOCflE^tp ^p« flr^^olTo teat tave^fotff'i viAta^cn. 

Mflkefe two nrles Homer fliewa us^ that what he hys of the ponjfh- 
wmut ^ ytfto was not an invention of his own, but founded upon an 
anciait tradition. There had probabW been fome ftatue of yutu with 
MrHte «t her feet, and chains on her hands ; and nothing but chains 
ttl aovils bdng left by time, fuperftitioas people rais*d this flory ; fo 
Hat Btmer only followed common report. What farther confirms it, 
is what £w/Utbius adds, That there were ihewn near Troy certain 
Maa^ which were fiud to be the xtmains of thefe maSet. Dacier. 
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Hear this, remember^ and our fury dread, 3$ 

Nor pull ch' unwilling vengeance on thy head ; 
Left arts and blandifhments fuccefskrs prove. 
Thy fofc deceits, and well ^Hfiembled love. 

The ThundVer fpoke: Imperial yi/^^ mourn'd. 
And trembling, thefe fubmiffive words return^. 40 

By ev'ry oath that pow'rs immorta! ties. 
The foodful earth, and all-infolding fkies. 
By thy black waves, tremendous Styx ! that flow 
Thro^ the drear realms of gliding ghofts below t 



V. 43. By the Slack waves, tremcnctous Styx.] The Epithet Etmtr 
here gives to Styx is >ca\itS6[MfOf, fuhterrabens, which 1 take to reftf 
to its pafTage through the infernal regions. But there is a refioemcnt 
upon it, as if it fignified ex alio fit Hans, falling drop by drop from oa 
high. Herodotus, in his fixth book, writes thus. " The Arcadians 
** fay, that near tlie city Nonacris flows the water of St^j and that 
" it is a fmall rill, which diililling from an exceeding high rock, 
*' falls into a little cavity or bafon, environed with a hedge." P«- 
fanias, who had Icen the place, gives light to the pa/Tage of Herodotus* 
'* Going from Pbereus, fays he, in the country of the Arcadians^ 
** and drawing towards tneWeff, we find on the left the city«rf 
** Cfytorus, and on the right that of Nonacris, and the fountain of 
" ^x,^ which, from the height of a fhaggy precipice falls drop by 
*« drop upon an exceeding high rock, and before it has traversed this 
•* rock, flows into the river Cratbis .• this water U morUl both to 
•* man and beaft, and therefore it is faid to be an infernal fonotain. 
*< Homer gives it a place in his Poems, and by the defcription which, 
** he delivers, one would think he had feen it." This ihews the 
wonderful exaAnefs of Homer, in the defcription of places which be 
nentions. The Gods fwore by -Sr^x, and this was the ftrongoft oath 
phey could take ; but we likewife find that men too fwore by this 
fatal water : for Herodotus tells us, Cleomaies going to Arcadia to 
engage the Arcadiam to follow him in a war againft Sparta^ had a 
dcflgn to aflemble at the city Nonacris, and make them fwear by the 
water of this fountain. Dacier, Eufiatb, in Ody/j'^ 
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By the dread honours of thy facred head, 45 

And that unbroken vow, our virgin bed I 

Not by my arts the ruler of the main 

Steeps Trey in blood, and ranges round the pkin : 

By his own ardour, his own pity fwayM 

To help hb Greeks ; he fought, and difobey'd: 50 

£l(e had thy Juno better connfels giv'n, ' 

And taoght fubmiffion to the Sire of heav*n. 

Think*ft thou with me } faur Emprefs of the fkies .' 
(Th* immortal Father with a fmile replies !) 
Then foon ^e haughty Sea god ihall obey, 5 j 

Nor dare to ad, but when we point the way. 
If' truth infpires thy tongue, proclaim our will 
To yon' bright fynod on th' Olympian hill j 
Our high decree let various Iris know,. 
And call the God that bears the (liver bow. Go 

Let her defcend, and fVom th' embatterd plain 
Command the Sea- god to his wat'ry reign: 
While Pbaehus haftes, great He^or to prepare 
To rife afrefh, and once more wake the wr.:, 



▼.■47. Not' l^ my artSy ic] This apol.-ij;'/ Ji v.\!i C'rittlw-." ,. 
Jwtto could not-fwear that (he had not deceived J.-jiicr, fur :!:! i..:.i, 
veen entirely falfe) and Homer would be far from .liili.'i./i.-.i; ;.i:\:. ,- 
by(b great an example. jMno^ we fee, thi'j. ? 'Mit. cl" tht; !..-.l: w^ 
Ntftune^ by (hewing fhc ha4 not afted in co:.. it v.iil. :.ir.;, : " .,'.. ■ 
thtm% 
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His labVing bofom rc-inrpires with breath, 65 

And calls his fenfes from the verge of death. 
Gr€C€e chas'd by Trey ev'n to Acbillts' fleet. 
Shall fall by thoufaods at the herols feet. 



V. 67. Greece chai^d by Troy, &fc.] In tills aBcourie pl^Jfi^ 
ttr, the Poet opens his dehgn, 1>y giviiK his reader a iketch of the 
principal events he is to expe<A. As thjs coikhi£k of Jfmmr mtff ts 
many appear no way artful, and fince it is a principal artkk of the 
charge brought againft biin lyy fame late Frejith critkks» it willjiot 
be improper here to look a little into this difpute. The cafe wi)l 
be beft ftated by tranflsting tkc following paflSig^ inm Mr. tk ii 
Mont's RtfeSiioM fur la Critifue* 

'** I could not forbear wifhing that ffowrr hid an ait, trittcbti^ 
'< feems to have neglected, that of preparing events wkbovt aiakiag 
** them known before hand ; fb that whea they fiappciiy vat oUght 
** be furprized agreeably. I could not Jkt f^tt ^tisficd to Kcpr 
*< Jufrter, in the middle of the Iliad, give an exa£l abridgmtat d 
*< the remainder of the adion. Madam Jkider ailedg»iM aa tao^ 
** that this paft only between Jupiter and Juno \ as if the reader war 
'* not let into the fecret^ and luid not as much Aase in the ca»> 
•» fidencc.*' 

*' She adds, " that as we are capable of a great deal of fle«fbro 
** at the reprefentation of a tragedy which we have /eea bt&iCji ^ 
** the furprizes which I rehire are no way necdTary to oii^. enter-' 
^ tainment. This I think a pure piece of ibpbiftrj : Pne mtj hove 
*f two forts of pleafure at the reprefentation of a- tragedy; in the 
*' firft place, that of taking part in aa action of importance theiift 
«« time it pafTes before our eyes, of being agitated by f.:ar and hofl 
•< for the perfons one is mod concernod about, and in fine, of p«- 
•< taking their felicity or misfortune, as they happen to faccoed, €» 
'« be difappointed. 

" This therefore is the firft pleafure which the Poet flioiild defigtt 
** to give his auditors, tp transport them^by p^heUckfu^priHa^prhNtlw 
** eicite terror or pity. The (ccond pleafure muft procc^ .fVom a> 
^ view of that art which the author has fhewn in rjufing this IbnWa 

•* 'Tis true, when wc have fccn a piece alieaidy, we baye no 
^ longer that firft pleafure of the furprisie, at leaft not in ail it» 
** vivacity ; but there ftill remains the fccond, which could never 
'* have its turn, had not the poet laboured fuccefsfully to excite 
** the firft, it being upon that indifpeaiible obiig^tioA that we judge 
•• of his art* 

4i Tht 
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He, not untanch'd with pit^, to the plaiti 
Shall (end Pafrocba, but fhall fend in vain. yd 

Whit 



'< The art therefore confiib in tefling the hearer only, trhat is 
" oeteflary to be tol4 bim, «Rd in tcUing him only a» moeh as is 
** requifite to the dcBgn of pleafing him. And although we know 
** this already when we read it a leoond time, yet talle we the 
*^ pleafure of that order and coodaA which the ait rafnirtd. 

** From hence it follows, that every poem ought to be contrived 
<< for the firft imprifioi» it is to ma|aB» If it be od»wile, it gifiet 
<< vs (inftead of two i^esfures which we expe^ed) two (brts of 
" difgufts ; the one, that Bf being eool and untouched when m% 
'* flkmld be movM and tranfported r the other, that of j^eroovia^ 
^ the defca which caufed that di^tfR. 

** This, in one word, is what I have found 'in the Vuid* I wag 
^ not mterefted or touched by the jtdv^htures, and! law it was diia 
^ co^Ung preparation that prewaited my being ib.** 

It appears clearly that M. Dader's defence no way excufes the 
?Mt*s condu^} uthsrtfare J 4hdl add two .or three conMrationt 
which may chance to fet it in a better light. It muft be owned' 
duit a fukpriM artfii% tnaaAgBd, which arifei froua uMipeAed re- 
solutions of great actions, is extremely pleating. In this confifta 
Ae principal ^eafinre of a Ro matt, or wtll-vrrit Tragedy. But be- 
£des this, there is in the relation of great events a difiia^nt kind 
of pleafure, which arifes from the artful unravelling a knot of ac- 
tions, which we knew before la the grofs. This is a deligfat .pen 
culiai' .to Hiftory and lEipic Poetry, whkh is founded on Hiftory* 
In iAitCt fci^s of writing, a preceding fummavy knowledge of 
Ihe events defcribcd does oo way. damp our curioficy, but radier 
iMkca it more ea^er for the detaul. This is evidemt in a good 
hiAosy, where generally the read<er is affe^ed with a .greater delight 
ita froportkaa to his preceding knov^ledge of the fa£U deTcribed i The 
llttfiire in this cafe is like that of an Architeft's Srfl view of iome 
tiagttHScent buildijaig, who was before well acqo^ted with tbo pio- 
ftirtiont of it. in an Epic Poem the cafe is of a like nature i where^ 
ai if tbfe hiftorical fore-knowledee were not foffictent> the mofk Ju-. 
dkioos Po^ts never fail to excite their reader*s curiofi^ by iome 
Cnall fkettheS tf their defien ; which, like the outlines of a fine 
^Qure, will neceiTarily raiie in us a greater deire to ice it ia it» 
BaHbed colouring. 

Had our author been inclined to follow the method of managing 
cor paflions by furprizes, he could not well have fucceeded by thifr 
manner In the Aibjeft he chofe to write upon, which being a ftbry 
9( great ixoportaace^ the principal events of which wu« HitULksMNitw 



J 
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What youth he daughters' ander IlMt wilb? . 

Et*d my lov'd Ton, divine Barpedsn feUt-f 

Vanquifh*d at laft by Heffor'z lance he lies. 

Then, nor till then, (halt great AchilUi rife : 

And lo! that inftant, godlike He3or dies. 

From that great hour the war^s whole fortune tomSy 

Dallas aflifby and lofty Ilion burns. 

Not till that day fhall> Jove relax his rage,. 

Nor one of all the heav'nly hoft engage 

In aid of Greece. Tlie promife of a God 8e 

I gave, and fealM it with th* almighty nod» 

Achilles' glory to the ftars to raife r 

Such was our word, and fate the word obeys. 

The trembling Queen (th' almighty order giv^n) 
Swift from th' Idaan fummit ihot to heav'o^ 8$ 



to the Creeks, it was not poflible for bim to alter the gronnd-worlt 
of hit piece ; and probably be was willing to mark fometimet by an- 
ticipation, fometimes by recapitulations, how much of his ftory was 
founded oil hiftorical truths^ and that what is fuperaddod were the 
poetical ornaments. 

There is another conAderatibn worth remembring on this head, 
to juiiify our author^s conduct. It Teems to have been an opinion 
in thofe early times, deeply rooted in moft countries and' reli^ons, 
that the a£Uons of men were not only foreknown, but predeftinated' 
toy a fuperior being.. This ientiment is very frequent m the moft' 
aficien^ writers' both, (acred and prophane, and fcems a diftinguifliing 
chiurafter of the writin|s of the greateft antiquity. 91^ ward of tht 
Lord 'iuoi fulfilled, \z the principal obTervatioh in the hiftory of the 
Old ^eibment \ and A»o( ^ iteXeUIo Ct}^)| is the declared ai)d 
moft obvious moral of the IHad, li this great moral be fit to be 
irprefented in poetry, what means fo proper to make it evident, aa 
this introducing Jupiter foretelling the events which he had decreed P 

As 
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As fome way-ftring many who wanders a*er 

In thought, a length of lands he trod before. 

Sends forth his adive mind from phce to place, - 

Joins hill to dale, and meafures fpace wichfpace : 

So fwifc flew Juno to the bleft abodes, 90 

If thought of man can match the fpeed of Gods. 



V. 86. -A fim wn-firing matr, IkiJ.J The- dircourfe oiyuptter 
to yuno being ended, (he afcends to heaven with wonderful celeritj^ 
which the Poet explains by this comparifon. On other occafioos he 
has illuftrated the a£Uon of the mlad by fenfible images from tht 
motion of the bodies ; here he inverts the ca&, and fhews the great 
velocity of Juno* s flight by comparing it to the qukkneit of thooght* 
No other comparififh could have equalled the ^eed of an heavenly 
being. To render t^is mors beautiful and exa£t, the Poet dcfcribet 
a traveller who revolves in his mind the feveral places which he 
has feen, and in an inftant paiTes in imagination from one diftant 
part of the earth to another. Mibou feems to have had it in hia- 
eye in that elevated pailage r ■' 



-The fpeed of Gods 



Time counts- mt, tbo* mntb Jwiftefi minutes voing^d. 

As the fenfe in which we have explained this palTage is exa^ly 
literal, as well as trulv fublime, one cannot but wonder what ihould> 
induce both Hobbes and Cbafman to samble fo wide from it in their 
tsanilations. 

This /aid,' WM^ Jmoo t$ Olympw bigi. 
As ivbe/i a man looks o'er an am^U flain^ 

To any difiance quickly goes bis eye : 
So fwiftif Juno fooBf witb Uttli fain,. 

Chapman* i is yet more foreign, to the fubjedt. 

Bui as the mind of fiub a man, that bath a great way gtne^ 
And either knov/ing not his way, or then would let alone 
His furpoCd journey. I is.dijlra&, and in bis 'vexed mind 
Bejolvei now not to go, now. goes, JiiU many ways inclin^d-^ 

There 
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Tbere fate tbe pow'ia m «wfid fysod piac'd s 
Tbey bowM, «id made obeyftace as flie fth'd. 
Thro' all tke btaBOi doom: With gcMeig crewa^d 
They hail htrQgeeiti tiie^fiB^Arilrcaiitsaroiiad. 9$ 
Fair Ti^wii firft prefestt the golden bowl^ 
And anxioua aks what cares difioib her tatsl i 

To whom the whitearm'd Goddeis thos replies? 
Sooni^ tfaott biow'ft th^ tjrramt of the (kiei^ 
Stverdy beat his purpofe to fulfil, Uio 

UnmoT*d his mind, and tmrcftraui'd his wS. 
Gothou, the Itafts of heav*n attend thy odls 
Bid die caown'd Ke&ar cirde rowid the hidl p 
But 70«# JbaU thunder thro' tk* otherial doaar. 
Such fiem decrees, fuch threatned woes to.come» k; 
As foon ihall freeze roaDlond with direiuxprize^ 
Aad damp th' eiemal baskets of the Ham. 

The Goddefs &id, aad iaUea took Jier places 
Blank horror fadden'd each celdoal face. 
To iee the gathering grudgjs in ev'ry bread, tio 

Smiles on her.lifs a ^f^CNsnlol jo)r cxpicft. 
While on her wrinkled front, and eye-brow bea^ 
Sate ftedfaid case, and lowering 4 



pifltge worthy our obfexvatioii. Hmtr feigpM, that Titms, tlMt it 
Joftice> preiides over the feaib of the Go^s; to let M knoWj thai 
flic ought itticb mose to prefidt over the fcsftt of am* S^^MtMt 



Thm 
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Thus fhe proceeds— -^Attend ye pow*fo above f 

But know, 'tis laadtteft to cootcft with 7<^'*' t^S 

Supreme be'fiits and-iees, in pride of fwajr. 

Your vaflal'Godiwadaigiradgii^ty obey ; 

Fierce in diewajeftyof pow'r contrauii. 

Shakes all the thrones of heav'n, and bends4he polii. 

Sjd>miis, tnio&l»rtals ! all he wiUs» obey » 120 

And thou, greatitf^#, begin Aad fiiew die way. 

fiehdd A/cali^hui ! behold him die. 

Bat dare not marmur, dare not ment a figh; 

Ti^r own Iov*d boafted offi|>rii^ lies o-erthrown» 

If diat k>v*d bcailcd offspring be thy own. 1 25 

Stem Mar$^ with anguifh for his flaughter'd foB, 
Smote his itbelling breaft, and fierce begun. 
Thus then. Immortals ! thas (haU Man obey: 
Foigive me, Gods, and yirid my vengeance way: 



V. 1x4. Jano*i j^i^ to theGoisi\ It wa* no fort of enggcnh- 

tlon what the aodenta have affiraoed of Hwnery that the examples of 
all kinds of oratory are to be found in his works. The ^efent (^eech 
of Juno J8 a mafter-piece ia that (brt, which Teems to iay ozie wing, 
and perToades another: For while Ihe is only declaring to this Gods 
the orders of J^pittr^ at the time that fhe tells them they muft obey, 
Ae fills them with a relu£laace to d<9 it. By reprefenting fo ilrongly 
the fuperiority of his power, fhe makes them uneafyatlt, and by 
particularly advifing that God to fubmit, whofe temper cooM leaft 
brook it, fhe incites him to downright rebellion. Nothing can be 
fly and artfully provoking, than that flroke on the death of his dar- 
ling ion. Do thou, Mars, teach Obedience to^ ua ali, for it is ufon thee 
fbttt Jupiter has put the feverefi trial: Afcalaphus thy fin lies fiain h 
his mans i Bear it with fi much temper and moderation^ that the world 
9iajf Vtf ihimk he viai thy fi». 



1^^fX^\!^'^ 
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Defcending firft to yon' forbidden plain, 130 

The God of battels dares avenge the flain ; 
Dares, tho' tbc.thander barfting o'er my head 
Should hurl me blazing on thofe heaps of dead. 

With that, he gives command to Ftar and FUght 
To join his rapid courfers for the fight : 135 

Then grim in arms, with haf^y vengeance flies ; 
Arms, that reflect a radiknce thro' the ikies. 
And now had Jove^ by bold rebellion driv!n, 
Difcharg'd his wrath on half the hofl of heav'n s 
But Pallas fpringing thro^ the bright abode« H^ 

Starts from her azure throne to calm the God. 
Struck for th' immortal race with timely faar, 
From frantic Mars fhe fnatchM the (hield and fp^ar; 
Then the huge helmet lifting from his head. 
Thus, ta th* impetuous homicide (he faid. ' ^' 

By what wild pafHon, furious I art thon toil? 
Striv'ft thou with Jo've? thou art already loil. 
Shall not the ThundVer's dread command reArftiiiy 
And was imperial Juno heard in vain ? 



V. 134. To Fear and Flight ] Homer does not fay, t ^ 

Mars commanded they lliould join his horfes to his chariot, ^^^^g 
hoifcs were called Fear and flight. Fear and Flight are not "^^ 
names of the horle« of Man, but vhe names of two furies in ^^ 
fcrvice of this God : It appears likewife by other pafTages, that tlT^ 
%verc his children, book 13. v. 299. This is a very ancifent miftalc:^ 
Eujiatbius mentions it as an error of Antimacbui, yci Hobbes and m--^ 
ethers have fallen into it. 



B«^ 
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the (kies woald*fl thoa with fhame be driv^Di 150 
hy guilt inrdve the hoft of heav'n ? 
I Greece no more fhould Jon^e engage ; 
s would yield an ampler fcene of rage, 
nd guildefs find an eqaal fate, 
: vaft ruin whelm th* Olympian date, 1 55 

ea thy ofFspring*s death onjnft to call ; 
ts great have dy'd, and yet fliall fall. 
)u]d heaven's law wh fbolilh man comply, 
id from the race ordained to die ? 
menace iix'd the warrior to his throne; 160 

t fatei and curb'd the rifing groan. 
tme callM (Jove'^z ordcn to obey) 
)ged /r/V, and the God of Day. 
: the Thund'rer's wilt (Saturnia cry*d) 
tall fummit of the fount-fall Ide: 16^ 

There 



« €• wait tin ^uti^nrU wiii"] It if remarkable, thai 
t is familiar with the Poet to repeat his errands and rocf- 
c hfi introduces yuno with very rew words, where fhe car* 
patch from Jupiter to Iru and Apollo. She only fays,, 
ommands you to attend him on mount Ida^^ and adds no- 
what had pafsM between herfelf and her confort before*. 
>n of this brevity is not only that /he is highly difgufted 
r>«r, and fo unwilling to tell her tale from the anguiih of 
: but alfo becaufe Jupiter had given her no commiflion to 
ly the fubjedl of their difcourfe: wherefore flie is cautious, 
ng what poilibly he would have concealed. Neither does 
imfelf in what follows reveal his decrees : For he lets Apolh 
X into his will, that he would have him difcomfit and rout; 
% : Their good fortune, and the fuccefs which vras to enfue, 
from him^ as one who £a.voured the ca»ft qC TrQ;|. Otw^ 
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There ia tlie Fatber't awful' preCeacsr fiaad» 
Receive, and execute his dread commaad. 

She faid, and fate: The God that gikb the dajv 
And various Iris wing their airy way. 
Swift as the wmd, to Ida^z hilb they came, 17a 

(Fair nurfe of fountains, and of iavage game) 
There &te th^ Eternal; he, whofe nod coatroub 
The treadding world, and fliakes the fieady Foici. 
Veiled In a niil of fragranoe h|fi they found. 
With clouds of gold and purple circled round. 17$ 

Weilpleas'd the Thnad'rer £iw their cameft can^ 
And prompt obedience to the Queen of Air 1 
Then (while a fnule ferenes hi( awful brow) 
Commands the Goddefs of the fliow'ry bow. 

Irii / defcend, and what we here oidain iSo . 

Report to yon* mad tyrant of the main. 
Bid him from fight to his own deeps repair. 
Or breathe from daughter in the fields of air. 
If he refufe, ^en let him timely weigh 
Oof elder birthright, and fuperior fway» 1S5 

How fliall his ra(hne(s ftand the dire alarms^ 
If heav'n*s omnipotence defcend in arms ? 



mvf remtrk in this palTnge Bmtr'i various tonMk and dilcretioD 
concen^ng what ought to be put in ftz&kc, or left undone ; ^i^ierebf 
His reader nay be ittlormed how to regulate his own affairs. Eufa* 



Strive 
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Strives he with me, by whom hb powV wts giv*o, 
And is there Equal to the Loid of Heav'n ? 

Th' Alm^hQr fpoke ; the Goddefi wiogM her Bi^ 190 
To (acred Sion from th* Id^ewi he^ht 
€wift as the nt^ling hail, or Aeecy ftows 
Drive thro* the flues^ mhtn Boreas fiercely Uowi;- 
So from the doads defoeadii^ Iris h\ki 
And to hlue Niptma ^os die Goddeis calb. 49$ 

Attend the mandate of the Sire above^ 

2p me behold the o^fliBoeer of 7<»Mtf 

lb bids thee fiom forbidden wars repair 

To thy own deeps, ors»the£tldsofair. 

TUs if refbs^d^ he Uds thee timely weigh ^ 

lb ddcr birth-light, aad fiiperior fway. 

How fhall diy raftnefrftand the dire darmn^ 

If heavVs omnipotence defceod inmns? 

fitriv^ thoa widi hun, l^ whom all powV is giv^n f 

And art thou equal to tbeJLord of Heav'a? . aoj . 

What means the haughty Sovereign of the ikie^ 

(The King of Ocean thus, incens'd, replies) 

Aofe as he will his porttonM realms on high ; 

No vafial God, nor of his train am I. 

lliree brother Deities from Saturn came, z\ o 

And ancient Rhea, earth*$ unmortal dame : 

AAgnM 

V, aiOt lUfree irother Btitiesfiom Saturn came, 

And ancient Rhea, tartVt immortal damt \ 
Jffftffi*d hy iQt, 9ur trifle rule vjt hivw^lx,^^ 



^^«A 
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AflignM by lot, our triple rule we know ; 

Infernal Pluto fways the (hades below ; 

O'er the wide clouds, and o'er the (larry plain^ 

Ethereal yo'ue extends his high domain ; 21$ 

My court beneath the hoary wavesf I keep. 

And hufh the'roarings of the facred deep : 

Olvmfus, and this earth in common lie ; 

What claim has here the tyrant of the iky ? 



Some have thought the Ptatemc Philofophen drew from hence tfae 
notion of their I'nad (which the Chriftian Platanifti fince imagioei 
to be an obfcure hint of the Sacred Trinity.) The 7rf« of Pte» it 
well known. To avro 09, fSf ^UfUtf^o^, 19 rS ida^ ^V^Xil* 
In his Gorgiai he tells us, rov^OfLyifdv (autcremjcfuijfe) tJj tm hr 
fA^fyiKur Tpiet^ixn^ vwofdatuq. See Proc/, in Plat, Tbeol, lib. I. 
c, 5. Lucian Pbilopatr, Arijhtiedc cetb, Ub, x. «. i. fpeaking of 
the Ternarian number from Pythagoras ^s thefc words ; T« Tp»» 
warra, xj rl rpi? veivrfi. Ka* ^p&j Taj ap»rs»«? ruf Of** 

yopstoi, TO v£p jc^ Ta ^drrx roTq Tpio-iv tSpircu, TtXivri yd( 
x) fA,ia&9 xj «px»» Tof dpi^^ov ixjti fov rS frctyroi' recvra ^ tw 
r?? rctdooq. From which paffage Trapexuntiui endeavoured very 
ferioufly to prove, that Ariftotle had a perfect knowledge of the Tri- 
nity. Duport (who furnished me with this note, and who feems to be 
fenfiblc of the folly of TrafexuntiusJ nevcrthelefs in his Gnomobgii 
Homcrica, or comparifon of our author's fentences with thofc of the 
Scripture, has placed oppofite to this verfe that of St. John: Tbert 
art thru tvho give tejiimony in bea'ven, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoji, I think this the ftrongeft inftancc I ever met with of 
the manner of thinking of fuch men, whofe too much learning has 
made them mad. 

Lapantiusj defalf. relig, lib. i. cap. xx. takes this fable to be t 
remain of ancient hiftory, importing, that the empire of the then 
known world was divided among the three brothers ; to ympiter the 
oriental part which was call'd Heaven, as the region of light, or the 
fun j to Pluto the occidental, or durker regions ^ and to Nefimie the 
fovereignty of the fett. 

Fit 
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Far in the difbnt clouds let him controul, 220 

And awe the younger brothers of the pole; 
There to his children his commands be giv'o. 
The trembling, fer?ile, fecond race of heaWn. 

And muil I then (iaid fhe) O Sire. of Floods! 
Bear this fierce anfwer to the King of Gods ? 225 

Correal it yet, and change thy rafh intent; 
A noble mind difdains not to repent. 
To elder brothers guardian fiends are giv^o. 
To fcoarge the wretch infultiog them and heav*n. 

Great is the profit (thus the God rejoined) ^30 

When Miniilers are bleil with prudent mind : 
WajPn'd by thy words, to pow'rfiil Jove I yield. 
And quit, tho* angry, the. contended field. ' 
Not but his threats with jufiice I difclaim. 
The fame our honours, and our birth the iame. 235 

If yet, forgetful of his promife giv'n 
To Hermes, Pallas, aad the Queen of heav'n ; 
To favour IJion, that perfidious place. 
He breaks his faith with half th' ethereal race; 



V. 228. To elder brothers.] Irisf that /he may not fecm to upbraid 
Neptune with weaknefs of judgment, cut of regard to the greatnefs 
and dignity of KIs perfon, does not fay that Jupiter is ftronger or 
braver ; but attacking him from a motive not in the leafl invidious, 
fuperiority of age, (he fays fisntentiouny, that the Furies wait upon 
our elders. The Furies are faid to wait upon men in a double fenfe : 
cither for evil, as they did upon Orefics after he had flain his mother; 
or elfc for their good, as upon elders when they arc injured, to pro- 
tect them and avenge tlieir wrongs. This is an inftance that the 
Pagans look* J upon birth-right as a right divine. Eufiatbius, 

Give 
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Gvft him to knoWy m^eft tfa« Gnasm tndn 240 

Lay yon^ proud ftraafifes level with the pfaus^ 
However th* i^nce by other Gods be pa^ 
The v^rath of Neptune (kail for ever hib 

Thus fpeakmg, fiirious from the field he firode. 
And plung'd into the boTom of the flood. 24; 

The Lord of Thunders from his Mty height 
Beheld, and thus befpoke the Source of light. 

Behold! tlie God whofe liquid arms are hurPd 
Around the gtobe, whofe earthquakes rods: Ae world i 
Deiifb at length his rebd- war to wage^ 25^ 

Seeks his own feas, and tremlte at our rage ; 
Elfe had my wrath, hearVs thrones $11 fluddng romid, 
BumM to the bottom 6f Ac feas profomid; l^ 

And all the gods that round old Sau/m dwells 
Had heard the thunders to the deeps of hdl. 25; 



V. 251. Elfe had cur wratk, Sec.} This reprtieatatioa of t3ie 
terron which muft have atUnded the coniUA of two fuch misjbqr 
powers as Jupiter and Neptune^ whereby the elements had been maii 
in confufion, and the whole frame of nature endangered^ it imacpd 
in thefe few lines with a noblenefs fuitable to the oomfioo. M^m 
has a thought very like it in his fourth book, where he reprefisntt 
ivhftt mHft have happened if ^atan and Qabntl had eacoiiatKr'd^ 

iVof mly Paradife 
tn this commotion^ but the ftarty €6pi 
Of beav'tif perhttpiy and aU the ekmmtt 
Jkleaft had gone t9 wreck, dtjluryd and t^nt 
H^tk mclence of this emJiH, had not fun 
WAkm^tji fpnvint fuch hwrid fray f 9k. 

Well 
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Wdl was the Grime, and wdl the veogeanoe fpar*d{ 

Ev^n powV iminedfe bad found foch bittd hard. 

<70 tbooy my fon! the trembfii^ Gry«^«]ara^ 

Shake my broad jEgis on Uiy a^ive arm, 

Befod-like i%^«r> thy peculiar care, 260 

Swell his bold heart, and urge his ftrength to war: 

Let ///Mr conqaer, "^^ tW Acbaian tsmn 

Fly to their fhips and HelUfpotrt again-t 

Then Gnece (hall breathe ivom toils— <the Godhead fiud$ 

Eb will divine the fon of Jfwe obeyed. 265 

Not half fo fwift the idling falcon fiie?. 

That drives a turtle thro* the liquid fttes^ 

As Phctbus (hooting from th* Idaan brow. 

Glides down the mountain to the plain below, 

^ere HeSor feated by the ftream he fees, 2fo 

His fenfe returning with the eoming breeze ; 

Again his pulfes beat, his fpirics ri(e> 

Again his lovM cdfepanions meet his eyes; 

3W^ thinking of his paios, they pad away. 

To whom the God who gives the golden day. 775 



V. 274. Jove thinking of hit paim, they pafi away,'] Eujlatbiui 
<«bferves, that this is a.very iublime reprefentation of the pow/er of 
Jupiter, to make He{ior*t pains ccafc from the moment wherein Ju» 
fiter firft t«rn*d his thoughts to him. j^pollo finds him fo far reco- 
^Kred, as to be able to fit up, and know his friends. Thus much 
was the work of Jupiter j the God of health psrfc^s the cure. 

Vol. IV. G "«M 
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Why fits great BeMcr from the fidd fo far. 
What grief, what wound, with-Jiolds him from the war? 

The faii^ting hero, as the Tifioii bright 
Stood (hining o'e; hioi, half unfeal^d his fights 
What bled immortal, with commanding breath, 280 
Thus wakens HeSor from the fleep of death ? 
Has fame not told,, how, while my trafty fword 
Bath'd Greece in flaughter, and her battel gor*d, 
T^e mighty jfjax wich a deadly bbw 
Had almoft funk me to the ihades below? ^j 

Ev'n yet, methink^, the gliding ghofb I fpy. 
And heirs black horrors fwim before my eye. 

To him, Jpollo, Be no more difmay M ; 
See, and be ftrong I the ThundVer fends thee aid, 
Behold ! thy Phashus ihall his arms employ, 290 

Phcehus^ propitious dill to thee, and 7r^. 
Infpire thy warriors then with manly force. 
And to the fhips impel thy rapid horfe t 
^ Ev'n I will make thy fiery courfers way, 
Atid drive the Grecians headlong to the.fea. m 

Thus to bold HeQor fpokc the fon of Jove^ 
And breatbM immortal ardour from above. 
As when the pamper^ deed, with reins unbound. 

Breaks from hb dall, and pours along the ground.; 

With 

V. 29S. At when the famper^d fteedJ] This comparifon is ^ 
/aaccd iAun the fixth book, aygfi >Nt tst t»UL Uut the ao^i ori^ 
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th apiple ftrokes he raihes to the flood, 
bathe his iides^ and cod his fiery bloody 
head,DOw freed, he tofles to the fkies ; 
mai^e diihsvel*d o*er his fhoulders fliet: 
fnuffs the females k the welt-known {^ahi, 
d fprings, exuking^ to his Mds again : 
;*d by the voice divine, thus He3or flew, 
1 of the God ; and all his hofts parfue. 
when the force of men and dogs combin*d 
ade the mountain goat, or branching hind ; 
from the hunter's rage fecnre they He 
fe in the rock, (not fated yet to die) 
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ned no more than the two firft verfes and the four laft in thb 
5, and that they gave the verfes two marks 5 by the one (which 
the aftcrifm) they intimated, that the four lines were very beau- 
; but by the other (which was the obelus) that they were ill 
*d. I believe an impartial reader who confiders the two jilaces 
be of the fame opinion k 

affo has improved the juftnefs of this fimile in his fixteenth book, 
re Rinaldo returning ^om the arms of Armida to battel, is com- 
d to the fteed that is taken from his ^aftares and tnares to th# 
ce of the war : The feverfe of the circumftance better agroeiag 
I the occafioB. 

Slual feroce deft tier, cb^ al faticofi 

Hsmr deV arme vindtorfa fofto, 

£ lafcivo marito in vil rifofo 

Fra gli armentiy e ni fafibi erri difciUto-% 

St* I defia $ fuon di tromba, lummfo « 

Acciar, coli tofto ataiitendo i 'volto ; 

Via ff'i brama t- arringo, i V buom fil dorfo 

Portand^ urtato riuntar ml corfo» 

^ 3ix« Not fated yet tcrdie.'\ Dacier hat a. pretty reodii^ 011 tKk 
Ige, that Hmtr extended deftiny (that it, ^Mft Cttt ^ ^Vv^tw^^ 
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When lo! a Hon (boots acrois the way ! 

They fly : at once the chafers and the iprey. 

So Gnece^ that late in conquering troops pnrfuM, 

And mark*d their progrefs thro* the ranks in blood, 315 

Soon as they fee the furious chief appear. 

Forget to vanquiih, and confent to fear. 

7boas with grief obferv^d his dreadful coorfi^ 
7boas^ the braveft of th* JEtolian force : 
Skilled to dire^the jav'lin's diilant flighty 320 

And bold to combate in the Ending fight; 
jKor more in- councils fam'd for folid fenfe. 
Than winning words and heav'nly eloquence. 
Gods! what portent (he cry 'd] thefe eyes invades ? 
Lo! He^or rites from the Stygian (hades! it^ 

We faw him, late, by thundVing Jjnx kill'd ; 
What God refiores him to the frighted field ; 
And not content that half of Greece lie (lain. 
Pours new de(lru6lion on her fons again ? 
He comes not, ^Jove/ without thy powVful will ; 330 
Lo ! (till he lives, purfues, and conquers (lill f 



even over the beafts of the field ; an opinion that agrees perfedly 
with true theology. In the book of yotias, the regard of the crea- 
tor extending to the meanefl rank of his creatures, is ftrongly ex- 
preiTed in thofe words of the Almighty, where he makes his com- 
piflion to the brute beafts one of the realbns againft deftroying Ni- 
nyoeh. Shall 1 not fpare the great cityy in tvhich there ^re more than 
Jbefcore thoujand perjonsy and aifi mud cattelf And what is ftill more 
^irallel to this pafiage, in St. Matthew, ch. lo. Are mt ^uw fpar* 
w^ttn fold for a fartbingf And yet tm tf tbtm Jb^U mm fttU f tht 
mrmid, vftkun ymr father. 

Yet 
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Yet hear my couDfely and his worft withftaod ; 

The Greeks main body to the fleet command ; 

But let the few whom brifker fpirits warm» 

Stand the firft onfet, and provoke the ftorm : 335 

Thus point your arais ; and when fuch foes appear, 

J^ierce as he is, let Hc3or learn to fear. 

The warrior fpoke, the lift^ning Greeks obey. 
Thickening their ranks, and form a deep array. 
Each 4jax^ Teucer^ Merion^ gave command, 340 

The valiant leader of the Cretan band, 

And Mars'hkt Meges : Thefe the chiefs excite. 

Approach the foe, and meet the coming fight. 

Behind, unnumbered multitudes attend. 

To flank the navy, and the fhores defend. 345 

Full on the front the preffing Tr^ans bear. 

And Hea^r firft came towVing to (he war. 

Fbeebus himfelf the rdhing battel led ; 

A veil of clouds involved his radiant head : 

High- held before him, Jove'*% enormous fliield 35a 

Portentous (hone, and (haded all the field, 

Vulcan to Jove th* immortal gift confign'd. 

To fcatter hofts, and terrify mankind. 

The Greeks expedl the ihock^ the clamours rife 

Prom difF*rent parts, and mingle in the fkies. 355 

Dire was the hi(s of darts, by heroes flung. 

And arrows leaping from the bow- firing fung; 

G 3 '1>rrS» 
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Thefe drink the life of genVotis warriors flain ; 

Thofe guiltlefs fall, and third for blood in vain. 

As long as Fboebm bore anmovM the (hield, 360 

Sate doubtful Conqueft hovVing o*er the field; 

But when aloft be (hakes it in the (kies. 

Shouts in their ears, and lightens in their eyes^ 

Deep horror feizes evVy Grecian bread, 

Their force is humbled, and their fear confeft. 365 

So files a herd of oxen, fcatter'd wide. 

No fwain to guard 'cm, and no day to guide. 

When two fell lions from the mountain come. 

And fpread the carnage thro^ the fliady gloom. 

In)pending Phoebus pours around *em fear^ 37^ 

And Troy and HeSior thunder in the rear. 

Heaps fall on heaps : the.flaughter He£for leads; 

Firft great Arcejilas^ then Stichius bleeds ; 

One to the bold Daotiam ever dear. 

And one Miwfiheui friend, and fam'd compeer. 375 



V. C62. But luben ahft hejhaket.'\ JfoJh m fh!§ ptiRee, by tWi 
mere making his /Egh, without aiding offenfively, annoys and pull 
the Greeks into diforder. Eujiathiui thinks that fucK a motion might 
poflibly create the fame confufion, as hath been reported by biftoriani 
to proceed from panic feari : or that it might intimate fomc dreadful 
confuHon in the air, and a noife iiTuing from thence ; a notion which 
feems to be warranted by Apollo's out-cry, which prefently follows in 
the fame verfe. But perhaps we need not go fo far to accottnt for 
this fiftion of Homer : The fight of a hero's armour often has tba 
like effeft in an Epic Poem s The ftiield of Prince :drtbur in Spenfir 
ivorks the fame wonders with this ^-gis of ApoUo* 

Mdm 
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don and lafiis^ jEneas fped ; 

lis rprang from Pheltu, and th* Atbtmam led; 

t haplefs Medon from O'ileus came; 

im Jjax l^nourM with a brother's name, 

bo' bom of lawlefs love : From home expell'd^ 380 

bani(h*d man, in PbyLne he dwell'd, 

efs'd by the veogeance of an angry wife, 

oy ends, at laft, his labours and his life. 

'ecyjies n^^t^ Polydamas 6" tnhxtwi 

dd thee, brsive C/onius f gn&t Jgenor dew* 385 

r Paris, Deiocbus inglorious dies, 

crc'd thro' the (houldcr as he bafcly flies. 

elites* arm laid Echius on the plain ; 

retch'd on one heap,^ the vidors fpoil the flain. 

'he Greeks difmay'd, confus'd, difperfe or ^, 390 

)me feek the trench, fome ikulk behind the wall, 

labile thefe fly trembling, others pant for breath. 

Ad o'er the flaaghter flalks gigantick Death. 

in rufh'd bold Hedor, gloomy as the night; 

orbids to plunder, animates the fight, 395 



V. 386. By Paris, Beiochus inglorious dies. 

Pierced tbro' tbejhoulder as be bafify flies,'} 

tm is one that falls under the fpear of Paris, fmitten in the esctre- 
)xy of his (houlder as he ^was flying. This gives occafion to a 
etty obfervation of Euftatbius, that this is the onlv Greek who falls^ 
f t wound in the back ; fo careful is Homer of the honour of his 
luntrymen. And this remark will appear not ill grounded, if we 
wept the death of Eiofieus in. the beginning of Ub, 6. 

G 4 "^wssi 
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Points to the fleet: For by the Gods^ who flics. 

Who dares bat linger, by this hand he dies f 

No weeping filler hb cold eye fliall do^e. 

No friendly hand his funVal pyre compofe. ^ 

"Who flops to plunder, in thb fignal hoar, 400 

The birds fliall tear lum, and the dogs devour. 

Furioas he iaid ; the fmarting fconrge reibundss 
The coarfers fly; the fmoaking chariot boimdb: 
The hods rufli on ; loud clamours fliake the fliore; 
The horfes thunder. Earth and Ocean roar ! 405 

Apello^ planted at the trenches bound, 
Pufh^d at the bank: down funk th* enormous mound: 
Roird in the ditch the heapy ruin lay ; 
A fudden road \ % long and ample way. 



V. 396. For hy the GoJs, wbt JUes, &c.] It fometimes happeni 
(fays Longiata) that a writer in /peaking «f fome peribii, all. on J 
fudden puts himfelf in that other's place, and a£ts his part ; a figure 
which marks the impetuofity and hurry of paffion. It it this wfakk 
Homer pradlifes in thefe verfes ; the Poet ftops his narration* forgets 
his own perfon, and inftantly, without any notice, puts this pred- 
pitate menace into the mouth of his furious and tranfported hero* 
How muft his difcourfe have languiflied, had he ftaid to tell us, HtC' 
tor then faid tbefe, or the like words f Inftead of which, by this unex- 
pected traniition he prevents the reader, and the tranfition is made 
before the Poet himfelf feems feniible he had made it. The true and 
proper place for this figure is when the time prelTes, and when the 
occafion will not allow of any delay : It is elegant then to pafs from 
one perfon to another, as in that of Hecat^us, The b€rald, extram^ 
difcontented at the orders be bad received^ gave command to tbe l^eraclld« 

to witbdraw It is no way in my power to belp you j if ibtrtfin 

you looutd nbt ferifb intirelyt and if you noould not involve me too in your 
ruin, depart, and feek a retreat among fome otber peopk, Longinus, 
chap. 23. 

O'er 
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O'er the dread fofle (a late- impervious fpace) 4^10 

Now £tetds, and men, and cars, tamultuous pafi.^ 
The wondVing croods the downward level trod: 
Before them flamed the fhield, and marched the God; 
Then with his hand he (hook the mighty wall^ 
And lo ! the turrets nod, the bolwarks falL 41 5; 

Eafy, as when alhore an infant ftands, ' 

Aad draws imaging hoofes in the fands;. 
The fportive wanton, pleas'd with fome new plaj^ 
Sweeps the flight works, and fafhion*d domes away. 
Thos vanifli-d,. at thy touch, the tow*rs and walls;. 42V 
The toil of thoufands in a moment falls. 

The Grecians gaze around with wild deijpair,. 
Confused; and weary all the powers with prayV; 
Exhort their men^ withpraifesj threats, commands r 
And urge the Gods,, with voices, eyes, and hands. 4^5 
ExgpriencM NeJIor chief obtefts the fides. 
And weeps his country with a £uher*s eyes.. 



¥.416. A»-^9bem ajkore am hfam JIawdt,] Tbn fimai of than 
kni i» inimiuMe ; it is not ea^ to imagine any thing moie aa£^ 
aad cmphatical te dcfcribe the tumUing aad confiit*d hei^ of a wall,-. 
in a moment. Moreover, the comparifon here taken frooa iand is> 
the jufter, as it riiet from the very place and fcene before as. For 
ihe wall here demoliibed> as it was founded on the coaft, moil needs g 
krder on the (and $ wherefore the fimilicode is borrowed immedi- 
ati^ firam the fobjcft matter under view. Eufiat h Juu 



G-S, aj0^l' 
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O Jo've ! if ever, on hts oative (horc, 
One Greek enrick'd thy (hrinc with offer'd gore; 
If e'er, in hope our country to beheld, 430 

We paid the fatted >firftlings of the fold ; 
If e'er thou fign'ft our wiflics with thy nod 
Perform the promife of a gracious God ! 
This day, preferve Qur navies from the flame. 
And fave the reliqites of the Grecian natnfe. 43 J 

Tha^pray'd the (age : Th* Eternal gave confent. 
And peals of thuader (hook the firmament. 
Prefunpptaoiis Trey miftook the accepting (ign. 
And catch'd new fuiy at the voice divine. 



V. 42S. Joyc! if ever, &c.} The form of iV^«r*a prtycr i» 
this place refembles That of Cbryfes in the firft book. And it tt 
worth remarking, that the Poet well knew what fliame and eonfu* 
lion the reminding one of paft benefits is apt to produce. From the 
iCune topick yicbtiles tatks with his mother, and TietU heyielf accofti 
yove ; and Kkewife Phoenix, where he holds a parley with Achilla* * 
This righteous prayer hath its wiihed aecompliihment. Bufimhim* 

V. 438. Prefumptuous Troy mijiook tbejign,'\ The thunder of J** 
filer is defigned as a mark of his acceptance of Nejfor^s pAy^Vs, inl 
a fign of his favour to the Greeks, However, there being nothing in 
the prodigy particular to the Greeks, the Trojans expound it in their 
own favour, as they feem warranted by their prefent fuccefs. This 
felf-partiajlity of men in appropriating to themselves the fkiote^on 
of hcaven> has always been natural to them. In the fiime mawiet 
Firgil makes Turnus explain the Transformation of the ^rpfJMi ikipt 
into nymphs as an ill omen to the Trojam* 

Trojanos bac monflra petunt, his JupiPer i^ 
s Auxilium JoHtum eripuit, 

Hi(!ory furnifiies many inftances of oratles, which by fttlhu (Jf 
this partial interpretation, have proved an occafion to lead men 
into great misfortunes : It was the cafe of Crtefus in hit virars with 
Cyrus ; and a like miftake eng^tged Pyrrbus to make war upon the 
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As, when black tmpefts mix the feas and iklcs^ 440 

The roaring deeps in watry moantains rife, 

Above the fides of fosie tall (hip afcend. 

Its ^omb they delage, and its ribs they rend : . 

Thus loadly roaiii^, and o*er-pow*ring aD, 

Mount the thick Trofans up the Grecian Wall; 44 j 

Legions on legions fh>m each fide arife : 

Thick found the keds ; thie ftorm of am^s files. 

Fierce on the fhips above^ the cars below, 

Thefe wield the mace, and thofe thejav^in throw. 

While thus the thunder of the battel rag*d, 450 

And laboring armies roand the works engaged; 
Still in the tent Patroclus fate, To tend 
liife good Eurypylus, his Wounded friend. 
He fprinkles healing balms, to anguifli kind. 
And adds difcourfe, the medicine of the mind. , 455 

But when he faw, afcending up the fleet, 
Vidorious Troy ; then, ftartihg from his feat. 
With bitter groans his borrows he exprell. 
He wrings his hands, he beats his manly breail. 
Tho' yet thy ftate require redrefs (he cries) 460 

Depart I siuft : What horrors firike my qres I 

IT. 448. On tbefitfs ahw, th €ars httvto^l ^hi» 19 a new fort 
tfiiattel, which Homer has never before mentioned f HbKGneks od 
their ifli!p9, and the Trojans ib their chariots, as oxt apUin. £»- 
fiitttius* 
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Charged with Jcbiliei' high commands I go, 

A mournful witnefs of j^his fcene of woe : 

I hade to urge hio^, by his coqntry^s care. 

To rife in arps, and fhine again in war. 465 

Perhaps fome favVing God bis foul may bend ; 

The voice is powVful of a faithful friend. 

He fpoke ; and fpeaking, fwifcer than the wind 
Sprung from the tent, and left the war behind. 
Th' embody *d Greeks the fierce attack fuftain, 470 

But flrive, tho' nnmerous, to repulfe in vain. 
Nor could the Trojans, thro* that firm amy. 
Force, to the fleet and tents, th' impervious way. 
As when a'^ihipwright, with PalJadian art, 
Smooths the rough wood, and levek evVy part; '47$ 
With equal hand he guides his whole defign„ 
By the )u(l rule, and the direding line : 
The martial leaders, with like fkill and care, 
PrefervM their line,; and equal kept the war. 
Brave deeds of arois thro* all the rank& were try*d,. 480 
And ts'^ry ihip fulUin^d an equal tide. 



V. 472. Ner ceuU the. Trojms , Force to. the feet m^ teatt tV 

impervioui way. J Homer always marks diftindlly the place of battel f 
he here (hews us clearly, that the Trojans attacked the firft line of 
the fleet that flood next the wall, or the TefTels which were drawn 
iiorcmoft 00 the land : Thefe. veflela were a ftrong rampart to the 
tents which were pitched behind, and to the other line or the naty^ 
which ftood nearer to the (ea^ to penetrate therefore to the tents, 
they muft neceiTarily force the fixA line, and defeat the troops .whicK 
defended it. Eufiatbiui^ 

At 
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At one proud JKirk, high-towMng o*er the ffteC 

Jjax the great, and god-like HeSor meet ; 

For one bright prize the matchlefs chiefs contend 1 

Nor this the (hips can fire, nor that defend ; 485 

One kept the fhore, and one the veflel trod 1 

That fix'd as Fate, this dded by a God. 

The Ton of Gytius in his daring hand. 

The deck approaching, ihakes a flamsiig bnmd ; 

Bat piercM by Ttlamoii% hoge lance expures; 490 

Thundering iie falls, and drops th' extingoiih'd firca* 

Great He^or viewM him with a fad furvey. 

As ftretch'd in duft before the ftern he lay. 

Oh! all of Tr^mt, uH of lya'an nqe I 

Stand to your arms, maintain this arduous fpace. 49; 

Lo! where the fon of royal C^iau lies. 

Ah iave his arms/ fecure his obfequies f 

This faid, his eager jav'lia fought the foe: 
But J^ax fhunaM the medicated blow. 
Not vainly yet the forceful lance was throwa; 509 

It ftretch^d in dud unhappy Lycophrwt 
An exile long,, (uftain'd at Jjax^ boards 
A faithful fervant. to a foreign lord f 
In peace, in war, for ever at his fide,. 
Near his lovM matter, as he liv'd, he dy'd. $P5 

Ffom the high poop he tumbks on the iand, 
And lacs a Ufeleft load, along the land. 
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With angoifh Jjax views the piercing^figh^ 
And thus ioAames his brother to the £ght. 

^eucer^ behold! extended on the ihore 510 

Our friend, OQr loT-d companion f now no ttioie ! 
Dear as a paisent, with a parentis care 
To fight our wars, he left his native air. 
This death deplor'd to HeSor's rage we ow^; 
Revenge, revenge it on the cniel foe. 515 

Where are thoTe darts on which the Fates attend ? 
And where the bow whkh Pbaphus Caught to-bend? 

Impatient Ttucer, hafl*Ding to his aid. 
Before the chief his ample bow difj^yM ; 
The well-ftor'd quiver on his (houl^ershifflg : 5^6 

Then hifs*d his arrow, -and the bbw><lHiig Aingw 
Gytusj ?ifenor\ fon, rchown'd in fame, 
(To thee, Polydamas ! an honoorM naine) 
Drove thro* the thickeft of the embatterd plains 
The ftartling fteeds, and'ihook his eager reiiis. 5215 

As^ll on gloiy rftn'his ardcrtt mind, ' "* 
The pointed death arrefts him frdm behind: 
Thro' his fair neck the thrilling «rrow flies; 
In youth^s firft bloom i^kfkntly he dies. 
HurPd from the lofty feat, at diftiince far^ 556 

The headlong eourfers fpurn his empty cair; 
•Till fad Polydamas the ikeds reftrain*d. 
And gave, ^j^0<//, to thy careful hand I 

Then, 
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rhen, fir*d to veDgeGmce, rufhM amidft the foe, 

lage edgM his (wojrd, and (trengtfaen'd every blow. 53$ 

Once more bold Teucer, in his country *s caufe, 
^t HeSor^s breaft a chofen arrow draws ; 
And had the weapon found the deftinM way. 
Thy fall, great 7rojan! had renowned that day. 
Bat HeSor was not doomed to periih then : 540 

Th* all- wife Difpofer of the fates of men, 
(Imperial Jove) his prefsiit death withftandi ; 
Nor was fuch glory due to 7eueer\ bands. 
At his full flretch as the tough ibing he drew. 
Struck by an arm unfeen, it borft in two; ' ^^^ 

Down dropped the bow: the ihaft wtdi brazen head 
Fell innocent, and on the daft lay dead. 
Th* aflonifh'd archer to great Ajax cries % 
Some God prevent oar deftin^d enterprise: 
Some God, propitious to the l^r^an foe, -ij^i^ 

Has, from my arm unfiling, ftnick the bow. 
And broke the nenre my hands had twinM with fur^ 
Strong to impel the flight 'of many a dart. 

Since heav*n commands it {^Ajax made reply) 
Bifmifs the bow, and hry thy arrows by 1 5 jj 

Thy arms no Ms fuffice the knee to wield^ 
And qait the quiver for the ponderous ihield. 
In the firft ranks indulge thy thirft of fame. 
Thy brave example (hall the reft- inflame. . . 
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Fierce as they arc, by long fuccefies vain; 560 

To force our fleet, or cv'n a fhip to gain, 
y^iks toil, and fweat, and blood : Their ntmoft might 
Shall find its match No more: 'Tjs ours to fight. - 

Then Teucer laid his fdithlefs bow aiide; 
The fourfold buckler o'er his Ihoulder ty'd; 565 

On his brave head a creiled helm he placM, 
With nodding horfe-hah* forMdably grac'd ; 
A dart, whofc point with brafs refulgent fliines^ 
The warrior wields; and his great brother joins. 

This He^or few, and thus exprcfs'd his joy. 57O 

Ye troops of Z^yf/*?, Dardanus, and Troy f 

Se mindful of yoni^lv€s, yom* ancient fame^ 

And fpread your gk>ry with the navy^s flame. 

yove is with us ; I faw his hand, but now. 

From the proud archer flrike his vaunted bow. 57; 

Indulgent Jove ! how plain thy favours fhine^ 

When happy nations bear the marks divine I 

How eafy then, to fee the linking flate 

Of realms accurft, deferted, reprobate \ 

Such is the fate of Greece^ and fuch is oars: 580 

Behold, ye warriors, and exert your pow'rs. 

Death is the worft ; a fate which all mufldy^ 

And, for our country, ^tis a blifs to die.^. 

The 



T. $%%» Death is the tiwft, &c.] It is with vety gnat •MgeB, 
Ihat CO Ihe bUteineisof dcath^ be ajds the adrantasn thit weie to 

.4Kcne' 
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The g^nanc man, tho' flain in fight he be. 

Yet leaves his nation fafir, his children free; 5:85 

Entails a debt on all the grateful flate ; 

His own brave friends fhall glory in his fate s 

His wife live honoured, all his race fucceedj 

And late pofterity enjoy the deed ! 

This roQZ^d the foul in ev'ry Trofati breall : 590 

The godlike Ajax next his Gneh addced. 

How long, ye warriors of the Argi*ve race, 
(To genVous Jrgos what a dire difgrace {) 



accme after it. And the andentr an of opmion, that it would S« 
as advantagious for young foldiers to read this Icflbn,. conciie as it is^ 
as all the volumes of Tyrtaus, wherein he endeavours to raife the 
fpirits of his countrymen. Hcwur makes a noble enumeration of the 
parts wherein the happinels of • city confifts. For having told us In 
another place, the three great evils to which '» town^ when taken, 
is fobje£l ; 'the Daughter of the men, the dellru£bioB of the place by 
fire, the leading of their ¥Mves and children into captivity : now he 
reckons np the bleflings that are contrary to thoie calamities. To 
the flaoghter of the men indeed he makes no oppofition \ becaufe it 
is not neceifary to the well-being of a city, that every individual 
ihould be fayed, and not a man flam. Emflgtbiut* 

V. 59X. 7be gadliAg Ajax tuxt,j T^e oration of Heff or is more 
fplendid and (hining than that of ytjaxy and alfo more folemn, from 
his fentJments concerning the favour and ailiftance of yupiter. But 
that of yijax is the more politick, fuller of management, and apter 
to perfuade ; for it abounds with no lefs than feven generous argu- 
ments to infpire refolution. He exhorts bis people even to death, 
from the danger to which their navy was expofed, which if once 
confumed, they were never like to get home. And as the Trojant 
were bid to die, fo he bids his men dare to die likewife ; and indeed 
with great necelTity, for the Trojans may recruit after the engage- 
ment, but for the Greeks, they had no better way than to hazard 
their lives ; and if they ihould gain nothing elfe by it, yet at leaft 
they would have a fpeedy difpatch, not a Ungring and dilatory de- 
ftrui^on. Eufiatbiuu ^ ^. 

» 
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How long, on thefe cursM confines will ye lie. 
Vet undetermined, or to live, or die ? 595 

What hopes remain, what methods to retire. 
If once your velTels catch the Trojan fir^ ? 
Mark how the flames approach, how near they fal!. 
How He^or calls, and Troy obeys his call ! 
Not to the dance that dreadful voice invites, « 600 

It calls to death, and all the rage of fights. 
*Tis now no time for wifdom or debates ; 
To your own hands are trufled all your fates ; 
And better far in one decifive ftrife. 
One day fhould end our labour, or our life; 605 

Than keep this hard- got inch of barren fands. 
Still prefsM, and preis'd by fuch inglorious hands. 
The lift'ning Grecians feel their leader's flame. 
And ev'ry kindling bofom pants for fame. 
Then mutual (laughters fpread on either fide; 610 

iy HeUor here the Phodan Scbedius dy'd ; 
^here pierced by Jjax^ funk Laodamas, 
Chief of the foot, of old Annnorh race. 
Tolydamas laid Otus on the fand. 

The fierce commander of th' Efeian band. 615 

His lance bold Meges at the vidlor threw ; 
The vidlor ftooping, from the death withdrew; 
(That valued life, © Phcehus! was thy care) 
But CrcsfmuP bofom took the flying fpear : 

His 
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-lis corps fell bleeding on the flipp*ry fliore; 6aa 

fiis radiant arms triamphant Meges bore. 

Dolop, the (on of Lamfus ruihcs on, 

Sprung from the race of old Laomedon^ 

hxA famM for prowefs in a well- fought fiddi 

He piercM the centre of his founding fhield : €2^ 

But Meges, Phyleus" ample bread plate wore» 

(Well ^nown in fight 00 Selles* winding fhore. 

For King Euphetes gave the golden mail. 

Company and firm with many a jointed fcale) 

Which oft, in cities ilorm*d, and battels Won, ' 630 

Had fav'd the father, and now fives the Ton. 

full at the Trojan's head he arg*d his lance. 

Where the high plumes above the helmet daace» 

New tingM with Tyrian die : In daft below 

Shorn from the creil, the parple hotaoory glow. 635 

Meantime their £ght the Spartan Kii^ forvey*d. 

And flood by Meges^ fide, a fodden aid. 

Thro* Dolops' fhodder nrg'd his forceful ddrt. 

Which held Its paiTage thro* the panting heart. 

And ifTu^d at his breaft. With thund'riiig found 640 

The warrior falls, extended on the ground. 

In rufh the conquering Greeks to fpoil the flain : 

Bat HeSors voice excites his kindred train ; 

The hero moft, from Hiataon fprnng. 

Fierce Melanipfus^ gallant, bravo, and yeong. 645 
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He (e'er to Troy the Grecians crofs'd the main) 

Fed his large oxen on Percote*i plain ; 

But when opprefs'd^ his country claimM his care^ 

Returned to Ilion, and excelled in war: 

for this, in Priam'% court he held his place, - 650 

BelovM no lefs than Priam' % royal race. 

Hitn HiSor fingledy as his troops he led. 

And thus infiam'd him, pointing to the dead. 

Lo Melanippus ! lo where Dolops lies ; 
And is it thus our royal kiniman dies ? 655 

O'ermatch'd he falls ; to two at once a prey, 
And lo I they bear the bloody arms away f 
Come on— a diflant war no longer wage. 
But hand to hand thy country's foes engage: 
*Till Greece at once, and all her glory end ; 660 

Or IHon from her tow'ry height defcend, 
HeavM from the lowed done ; and bury all 
In one fad fepulchre, one common fall. 

Heaor (this faid) rufh'd forward on the foes: 
With equal ardour Meianippus glows : 66$ 

Then J^jax thus Oh Greeh I lefpeft your fame, 

Kefpedl yourfelves, and learn an honed fhame : 

Let mutual rev'rence mutual warmth infpire. 

And catch from bread 10 bread the noble Ere. 

On valour's fide the odds of combate lie, 670 

The bra\'e live glorious, or lamented die; 

The 
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ic wretch that trembles in the field of hm€, 
*ets death, and worfe than death, eternal (htme» 
His genVous fenfe he not in vain imparts $ 
fiinky and rooted in the Grecian hearts. 675 

ley join, they throng, they thicken at his caQ^ 
)d flank the navy with a brazen wall ; 
ields touching fhields, in order bla|se above, 
id flop the Trojans, tho' iropell'd by ^w, 
be fiery Spartan firft, with load applanfe, 6to 

'arms the bold fon of Nffter in his caufe. 
there (he faid) in arms a yovth like you, 
I ftrong to fight, fo a6Hve to purfae ? 
^hy fland you diftant, nor attempt a deed ? 
[ft the bold lance, and make fome Trojan bleeds 685 
He faid, and backward to the lines retired ; 
wth ru(h'd the youth, with mardal fury fir'd, 
eyond the foremoft ranks ; his lance he threw^ 
nd round the black battalions cad his view. 
*be troops of Troy recede with fudden fear» 690 

i^hile the fwift jav'lin hifs^d along in air. 



V. 677. And fiatiKd the imty with a Brazmwalf.'} The Poet 
18 built the Grea'ans a new (brt of wall out- of their armsj and 
;rhap8 one might fay, it was from this pafTage Apollo borrowed that 
-ade which he gave to the Atbeniam about their wall of wood \ in 
ke manner the Ufanans were laid to have a wall of bones s If fo> 
•€ nu^ allow the Ood not a little obliged to the Poet. Eujfatbiuu 



hSasiV^iKsss^ 
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Advancing Melanippus met the dart 
With his bold bread, and felt it in his heart: 
Thundering he falls ; his falling arms ref<»undy 
And his broad buckler rings againft the ground, 695 | 
The vidlor leaps upon his proftrate prize ; ! 

Thus on a Roe the well- breath'd beagle fiiet. 
And rends his fide, freih-bleeding with the dart 
The diftant hunter Tent into bis heart. 
Obferving Ee^ar to the refcuc-flew ; 7C0 

Bold as he was, Antilocbus withdrew. 
So when a favage, ranging o'er the plain. 
Has torn the fhepherd's dog, or fhepherd fwain; 
While confcious of the deed, he glares ground. 
And hears the gathering multitude refound, 705 

Timely he flies the yct-untafted food. 
And gains the friendly ihelter of the wood« 
So fears the youth ; all Troy with ihonts purfue. 
While ilones and darts in mingled temped flew; 
But enter'd in the Grecian ranks, he turns 710 

His manly bread, and with new fury burns. / 
Now on the fleet the tides of Trojans drove. 
Fierce to fulfil the ftern decrees of Jovt: 
The Sire of Gods, confirming Tbetii prayV, 
The Gncian ardour quenched in deep defpair ; 715 

But lifts to glofy Tr$f$ prevailing bands» 
Swells all their hearts, and flrengthens all their' hands. 

Ob 
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11 Lia*s top he waits with longing eyes, 

b view the navy blazing to the (kies t . . 

'hen, nor *till then, the fcale of war (hall turo^ ^to 

'he Trojans fly, and coiiquer'd liiau bum. 

'hefe fates revolyVl in fai» alm^hqr mind^ 

[e ralfes HeMar to the work defigm*d, 

i)^ him witli more than mortal fary .glow, 

Lnd drives him, like a lightnings' on the Ibe. 72} 

o Afi7r/, when fauQian crimes Ibr vengeance caU^ 

>hakes his huge jay 'iin^ and whole armies falL 

^Iot with more rage a confiagratiott rolb, 

A^raps the vaft mountains, and involves the.polei. 

ie foams with wrath ; beneath his gloomy brow 730 

Like fiery meteors his red eye- balls glow : 

The radiant helmet on hw temples burns, . 

iVaves when h^ nods, and lightens as he tur;is : 



V. 743. Htraifit HeAor, ^^c^ Thit picture of HeShr, impola'd 
)y Jupiter, is a very Aniihed piece, and excels all the drawings of 
:his hero which Homer has given us in fo various attitudes. He is 
sere reprefented as an inftrument in the hand of Jupiter, to bring 
ihout thofc; daiign*^ the God .hM long prpjedie^ s And as his fatal 
&9WP now apprpachd?^. Jwf is willing to recompeofe his hafty deatA 
i^ thifi fliQirt-liv'd glory. Accordingly, this being the laft fcene of 
ri^ocy |i«^.to appear in, the Po^t introduces him wit|i all ixnagi- 
Btble pomp) and adorns hiin; with all the terror of a conqueror ; Hj^ 
Byet fpsMrklp. with fir?, his mouth foanas with fury, his figure is coxzi^ 
p^rfd to the God of War, his rage is equalled to a conflagration aA4 
a AprfD» aj|4 th? deftru^ion he cauies is refemWed to that which « 
lion makes among the herds. Th? Ppetj by this he^ of f»iY)paMi-f 
fons, raifes the idea of the hero higher than any fimple defcription 
coKld reach. 
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For Jo^i his fplendoar round the Chief had thrown^ 

And call the blaze of Jboth the hofis on one. 73{ 

Unhappy glories ! for his fate was near, 

Dae to (tern Pallasy and P elides^ fpear : 

Yet Jwe deferred the death he was to pay. 

And gave what ^Ette allow*d» the honoun of a day! 

Now all on fire for iame» his brcaft, his ejres 740 
Bam at each foe* and £ngle ev*jy pricei 
Still at the deleft ranks, the thickeil fight. 
He poitits his ardonr, and exerts his m^ht. 
The Grecian Phalanx moveleis as a tow*r 
On all fides battered, yet refifls his powV: 7^ 

So fome tall rock «*erhangs the hoary main. 
By winds affail'd, by billows beat in vain, 
UnmovM it hears, above, the tenpeft blow. 
And fees the watry mountains breafk below. 
Girt in furrounding flames, he feems to hl\ 750 

Like£re fron Jove^ and barfts opon them all.: 



V. 736. Wtfau^oat m a r Due n ftem Pislki.] It 

a»y be aflced, what Pallas has to do with the Fatei, or what Power 
•lias ihe over them ? Homer fpeaka thus» becauie Mtmrvs has already 
reTolved to fuccour j^bilks, and deceive HiSitr in the oombaU be- 
tween thefe two heroes, as we find in book %%, Properly fpeakingy 
Fallas is nothing but the knowledge and wifdom of yove^ and it ii 
wifdom which prefides ever the coonfels of his proTid^ice \ therefore 
ihe nuiy be looked upon as drawing ail things 10 the fatai tefm ta 
which ihey^ttc decreed. Daa*r» 



BokOs 
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Borfts as a wave that from the doads impends^ 
And fwen*d with leoipefts x>ii'lhc (hip deicendi ; 



Whito 



v.. 75ft. Surfls as w ioave, &c.] Loiigifms, oSferring that often- 

timet the principal beauty of writing confifb in the judicious aflfem- 

bUng together of the great drcamftjuices, and the ftrength with which 

ihff tac marked in the proper place, chufes this paflage of Hotmr as 

m'^falin inftanoe of it. ^ Where (fiiyt that noble crititk) hi dderi- 

** bing the terror of -a ttrnpefta he take* care to expreis whatever aw 

^< the accidents of moft dread and horror in fuch a fitoation : He it 

'«< not content to tell us that the mariners were in danger^ but ho 

«< brings them before our eyes, as in a pidure, upon the point of 

^' being every moment overwheUqed by every wave { nay^ (he very 

« words and fyllables of the defcription, give us an image of their 

«< peril.** He ihews> that a Poet of lefs judgment would amitfe 

liimfelf in lefs important drcumflances^ and fpoil the whole effect of 

4ie Image by minute, ill-chofen^ or fuperfluous 'paiticahurt* Thai 

Aratus endeavouring to refine upon that line, 

And ir^lani death on cv*ry noavi affiant 

He tttn*d it thiify ; 

Afienderphnk freferves thimfrom thar/ate» 

Which, by flouriihing upon the thought^ has loft the loftiness flnl 
terror of it, and is fo far from improving the image, that it leflens 
and vaniihes hi his management. By confining' the danger to a fingla 
Jine, he has fcarce left the ibadow af it $ and indeed the word /r<^ 
ferves takes away even that. The fame critick produces a fragment 
of an old poem on the Arimajfians, written in this falfe tafte, whoitt 
author, he doubts not, imagined he had'faid fomething wonderful ifi 
the following affedled veries. I have done my beft to give them tha 
iame turn, and I believe there are thofe who will not think them 
M onci. 

Te fov^rt ! what madnefs ! How onjbipi fo frait^ 

(Tranendout thought J can thought lefs mortals fail f 

For ferny feas thcf fuit the fleoRng platn, i 

Plant looods in waves, and JSStamdfi tbi iMtfh ■' ■' 

Far o'er the deep (atraehlefs path) they gp^ 

And wattdtr Mimsp in pnrfuit of VKe% 

ret, JVs 9 ^* 
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White are the decks with foam ; the winds aloud 
Howl o'er the mafts, and fing thro* evVy ihreod : 755 
Pale» trembling, tir'd, the Tailors freeze with fean; 
And inilant death on ev'ry wave appears. 
So pale the Gmks the eye^ of HeStor meet^ 
The diiki fo thonders, and fo ihakes the fleet. 

As when a lion» ruflung from his den, * 760 

Amidil the plain of fome wide-tyaterM fen, 
(Where numerous oxen, as at eafe xYiitf It^ 
At large expatiate o*er the janker mead ;) 
Leaps on the herds before the herdfman's qres; 
The trembling herdfman far to diidance flies : 7(S5 

Some lordly boll (the reft difpersM aiid fled) 
He Angles out; arrefts, and lays hiiik dead. 
Thus from the rage of Jovt^Vkt Heffor flew 
All Grace in heaps $ but one he feit'd, aiid fkw: 
Mjcenian Perifhts, a mighty name, 770 

In wifdom great, in arms well known to famiBi 
The minifter of ftern Euryjth£us\ ire 
Againft Jlcidn, Copreus was his fire : 
kht fon redeemed the honours of the raoc^ 
'A fon as genVous as the fire was bafe ; 77$ 



No eafi tbeir begrtt^ M reft their e^n Mff fnd^ 
On beav*n thar keh, and on the wavet tbeir kinii 
Sunk are tbeir J^n'ri ft, v/bik tbeir arms they rear | 
^nd G9A art vtaryd wth tborJmiUp fra^r^ 



o*« 
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Xyet all bis country's yoath confpitfuoas far 

In ev'rj virtue, or of peace or war: 

But doom'd to HeSorH fbonger force to yield ! 

iAgaioil the margiri of his ample fhield 

He ({ruck hn hafiy foot : his hedt up-^rung % 7ib 

Supine he fell ; his bmasen helmet rung. ; 

On the fallen Chief tb' invading Tr^ prdi. 

And pIungM the pointed ja?*iin in his breaft. 

His circling friends, who ftrove to guard too htie 

Th* unhappy hero ;. fled, or ihar*d his &te. 7^5 

Chas'd from the foremoft line, the Grecian traia 
Now man the next, receding to^'rd die main: 
WedgM in one body at the tents they Hand, 
Wall*d round with fterns, a gloomy deTp'rate band*. 

Now totely ihame forbids th* ingloriods flight i fqo 

Now fear itfelf confines them to tbe £ght; 

Man courage breathes in man; hak N^ moft 

(The iage preferver of Uie Grician hoft) 

Exhorts, adjures,- tagoard thefe ntmoft Ihoitss 

And by their pard&ts, by thdnftlves, impk^es. 795 

O friends! be men: your genVoas breafls inflame 
With mutual Koiiom^, ifad iMth mntOiti Ihimel 

Think 

V. 796. Keftor^ij^lfti^:] 'hdlipb^^ hahitigite of A'^or is juftly 
cxtoU*d u the ftrongdl and JAolb pirfuafiTe piece df oratory imagi- 
nable. It contains in it ercrysiMtiTe by which men can be alFe£led; 
the prefenratioh of thojr wives and children, the iecure poflfeflions of 
their fortunes, ttab i<^^# Wr Utibg pucfttli i& the due regard 
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Think of your hopes, your fortunes ; all the care 
Your wives, your infants, and your parents ihare: 
Think of each living father*s rev*rend head ; 8oc 

Think of each anceftor with glory dead ; 
Abfent, by me they fpeak, by me they fuet 
They aik their fafety, and Chehr fame, from you: 
The Gods their fates on this one af^ion h^. 
And all are loft, if you defert the day. ^ S05 

He fpoke, and round him breathed befoic fiics) 
Mimrva feconds what die fage infpires. 
The mift of darimefiT^vtf around them Arew 
She cleared, reftors^ all Ae war to view; 



for the nefflofy of thofe that were aeptrtea i By thefe he ^^erts d^ 
Gredant from any tbou^ti of flight in the article of extreme periL 

This noble ezhorUtioa is finely imitated by T^, Janjdcm, /. lOt 

■ ■ Ovabroft, tor via con ftteftm 

Faccia, ritor la freda a ad ra^ta* 
V imagine ad akuno in mevte dtfia^ 
GBtiafiparM^uafip egbefadHia 
Dt la frigan^e fairia • dt ia mtfis 
SuffUce famigHvola Jhigottita* 
Cndi (dicea) ebeiatua fairis ffiigh* 
Ptr la mia lii^gua in tat panU i fr^bi* 
Cuarda tklemie leggi^ t ijacri temfi 
Fa cb"* it diijangue mio non bagidg f lavi^ 
Jlji(itt[a U virgini da gU m^, 
£ if^okbri, 4 it dnen de^'omi 
A tt fiangttidt i kr fagaei itm^ 
Mwfirm is hignta ebim^ t vutbi gram i 
Aiila magUe^ e k mammtUt, a^lptM, 
i> on^ e I jlf $9 ^1 Mritel I«%Uttft, 
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;n ray ihot beaming o*er the plain, 9 lo 

ew*d the fhores, the navy, and the main : 
they faw, and all wha fly, or fight, 
ene wide-openmg to the Maze of light. 
' the field, great jl^ax^ ftrikes their eyes. 
It majefticky and his ample fize : 815 

i'rous mace with ftads of iron crownM, 
renty culnts long he fwings aroand ; 
rhts like others fix'd to certain ftand?, 
»ks a moving towV above the bands % 
)tk the decks with vaft gigantick ftride, Sao 

idlike hero ^ilks from fide to iide. 
SB a horfeman from the watry mead 
\ in the manage o£ the bounding deed) 
four fair courfers, pra6ib*d to obey, 
ne great city tliro' the pobli^ way ; 82 j 

Safr 



r4. Tirft of ibefiehl, ^ruf Ajax.] Ih thfelJook> Homer, tb- 
e value of Heffor, gives him Nejftune for aa antagonift \ and 
: that of J^ax, he firft oppofed to him Heffor, fupported by 
and now the fame Heffor impelled and feconded by Jufiter 

Thefe are ftrokes of a mafter-hnnd. Euflatbius, 
24. Drvoet four ftur courfen, &c.] . The compariiun which 
here introdoce», is a demonftration that the art of mounting 
inaging horfes was brought to fo great a perfeflion in thefe 
mes, that one man could manage four at once> and leap from 
the other even when they run full fpeed. But (ome obje£l, 
ie cuftom of riding was not known in Greea at the time of 
jan war : Befides, thev iay the comparifon is not juft, for the 
are faid to run full fpeed, whereas the ihips ftand firm and 
ed. Had Homer put the comparifon in the mouth of one of 
»es, the objection had been juft, and he ^ilt^ q( «n. \tvs.Q!Ck- 
H ^* ia«»B\\ 
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Stfe in his art, as fide by ^t they roii» 

He (hiftt his feat, and yaolti from one to one; 

And now to this, and now to that he Qips; 

Admiring numben follow with their eyes. 

From (hip to (hip thos j^ax fwiftly flew» 9}0 

No k(* the wonder of the warring q-ciw. 

As fiirioiis HfSor thander'd threats aloud. 

And ruih'd enrag'd bitforf the Tt^^on crood : 

Then fwift invades the ihipv wi)of<; b^aky pfQr« 

Lay nmk*4 contiguous on the bending ihotei: ^ 

$0 the (bong eagle from his airy height. 

Who marks the fwans or cran^ embody*d fligbCf 

Stoops down impetuous, ^hUe th^y light for fqod^ 

And ftooping, darkens with hi? wing^ the ik>Q4 

Jove leads him on witl^ his almigl^ty hvid, 840 

And breathes fierce fpifits in his following ban$l. 

The warring nations meet, the battel roan. 

Thick beats the combate on the founding prores. 

Thou would^ft have thought, fo furious was their fire. 

No force ^cottld tame them, and n^ toil could tire ; 84$ 



Mtncy ! but it is he himfelf who fpeaks : Saddle-hories were in ufe 
in his age, ^d any poet may be allowed to illuftrate pieces of and* 
qnity by images familiar to bis times. This is fufficient for the fiift 
•bje^Uon ; nor it the fecond more reafonable j for it is not abtoluiely 
neceflaryy that comparifons Ihould correfpond in every particular } it 
iuffices if there be a general refemblance. This is only introduced 
to (hew the agility of Ajax, who paiTes fwiftly from one vcffel to an- 
other, and is therefore i^itlrcly juft. Eufiatbius. 

As 
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As if new vigour from new fights they won. 

And the long battd was bat dien hegtin. 

Gneci yet unconqaerM, kept alive the war. 

Secure of death, confiding in defpair i 

fny in proud hopes, sdready viewM the nmin 9jo 

Bright with the bhze, and red with heroes fflaito f 

Like ibength is felt from hope, and from defj^, 

A118 each contends, as his were aU die war. 

*Twas thou, bold HeS^^r whoTe refifUeTs hand 
Krft fciz*d a (hip on that contefted f!rand » 855 

The fame which dead fntefiUui bore. 
The firft that touched th* unhappy Trtjan fiiore : 
For this, in arms the warring nations ftood. 
And bath*d their genVous breafts with mutual blood. 
No room to poize the lance, or bend the bow 1 0^9 

but hand to hand, «nd man to roan they grow; 
Wounded they wound; and feek each Qther*s keaita 
With faulcbions, axes, fwords, 9nd fliorten^d darts* 
The faulchions ring, ihields rattle, axesibund, 
Swords flafli in air, or glitter on the ground; 86 C 

With ftreaming blood the flipp'ry ihores are dyM» 
And flaughter'd heroes fwell the <}r(^drul ti^^. 



V. 8 c6. *tl^ fame wbicb dead Protefilaus hore.'\ JJmer feign&-th«t 
IfrfTcr laid hold bn the ihip (^ the'ifead ProtefikMi}, rather thaa.pj^ 
that of any other/ that 'te nughtf hot" dif^race any] of his pirtaan 
Generals* Eufiatbius* ..'■•* 



126 MOMER^s ILIAI>. BooicXV. 

Sdll.raging lUSor with hts^ampjb haad. 
Grafp^ the high (tern, aod gives this loud commaod. 

Hafte, bring the flames! the toil of tea loog jpu% S70 
Isfiniih'd; and the day defirM appearsL 
This happy day with acclamations greets 
Bright with deiiruftion of yon* hoflile fleet. 
The coward counfels of a tim'rous throng 
Of reverend dotards, checked our. glory long: ^7^ 

Too long J^vi luird us with, lethargic charmSj ' 
Sut now in peals of thunder calli$ to arms:. 
In this great day he aowns our full deiires, . 
Wakes all our force, and fecoads. all our firi^. 



' V. 874 7be coward counfels of a tipCroM tbroni 

Of reverend dotards ] 

HcfKer adds this with a great deal of art and prudence, to anrwer 
beforehand al] the objeAioBS which he well fhrAyf might be madey 
bccauie HeSIor never *till now attacks the Grecians in their camp, or 
endeavours to burn their navy. He was retained. by the elders of 
Iroy, who frozen with fear at the fight of Achilles, never fuflfcrci 
him to march from the ramparts. Our Author forgets nothing that 
hus the reiemblance of truth ; but he bad yet a farther reafon for in* 
ierting this, a$ it exalts the glory of his principal hero : Thefc elden 
•f Troy thought it lefs difficult to defeat the Greeks, thpag^i defended 
vrith ftrong entrenchments, while Acbiltes was not with them j than 
to overcome them without entreocbments- when he aflifled them. 
And this is the reafon that they prohibited HeSlor before, and permit 
him now, to fally upen the enemy. Dacier\ 

V. S77. But now Jove calls to arms, SecJ HeSfor icems to be- 
fenfible of an extraordinary impulfe from heaven, fignified by thefe 
vrords, the moft mighty band of Jove pufiing him on. It is no more 
than any other petfon would be reaidy to imagine, >yho ihould rife 
from a ftate of diftrefs or indolence^ into one of good fortune TiS^iVa. 
Mid a^yity. Bujiathiuo 
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He ipoke— the warriors, at his ficKe commandy 880 
Poar a new dduge on the Grecian band. 
£v*n Jjax paus'd (fa thick the jav'Iint f^y] 
St^*d back, and doubted or to live, or die. 
Yet where the oars are placed, helhuids to wait 
What chief approaching dares attempt his fate : 885^ 

Ev'n to the Iafl> his naval charge defends,. 
Now /hakes his fpear, now Ufcs, «id now protends 1 
Sv*n yet, the Greeks with piercing ihouts infpireSr 
AfflidH attacks, and deaths, and darts, and fir^. 

O friends! OheiDes! names for ever dear, 890 

Once fons o£Mars, and thonderbolts of war f 

Ah?' 

'V. 890. The fpeeeh ©/"AjsiT.] There \t great l&ength, ck>(ener^ 
and fpirit in this fpeecb, and one might (like many criticks) employ 
a whole page in extolling and admiring it' in general terms. But fure* 
the perpetual rapture of fach commentators, who are always giving 
as exclamations inftead of criticirms> may be a mark of great admi- 
ration, but of little judgment. Of what ufe is this either to a 
reader who has a tafte, or to one who has not ? To admire a fine 
pafTage^ is what the former will do without us>. and what the latttr 
cannot be taught to do by us. However we ought gratefully to ac- 
knowledge the good-nature of moft people, who are not only pleafed 
with this iuperficial applaufe given- to fine pafTages, but are iikewife 
inclined td transfef to the critick, who onl^ points at thefe bteuties. 
part of tfiee admiration juftly due to the P6et. This is a cheap and 
eafy way tt> fame,, which many writers ancient and modern have pur- 
foed with great fuccefs; Formerly indeed this fort of authors had 
modefty,. and were humbly content to call their performances- only: 
Fhrilegia or Pofies: But fomc of late have pafle'd fuch «olle£l!one oa. 
the world for triticifms of great depth and learning, and feem to ex- 
peft the fame ilowers (li^ld pleafe us better, in-thefe' paltry nofegayi- 
of their^ own making up, thaa in the native gardens* vierc they 
grew. *As. this pra£tice of extolling without giving reafdnsis-very 
convenient for moft writers^ fo it excellently fuits the ignorance or 
lazinefs of moft readers, who will come into any fentimcnt rather 
thaatakt the trouble of refutijig it. Thu« the- «QQiig\isttuw\ S& m^ 
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Abl x^ be mindful of yoar old renown, 

Your great forefathers virtues and jonr own. 

What aids expeft yon in this ntmoft ftrait f 

What bulwarks fifing between 70a and fate? |9$ 

No aids, no bulwarks your retreat attend, 

Ko friends to help, no ci^ to defend. 

This fpot is all you have, to lofe or keep 1 

There ftand the Trojanx, and here rolls the deep. 

'Tis hodile ground you tread ; your native latick 900 

Far, far from hence : your faces are in your hands. 

Raging he fpoke ; nor farther wades his breath. 

But turns his javlin to the work of death. 

Wl^ate^er bold Trojan arm*d his daring hands, 

<^gainft the (able (hips with flaming brands^ 90; 

So well the chief his naval weapon fped. 

The lucklefs warrior at his dern lay dead : 

Pull twelve, the boldeft, in a moment fell^ 

Sent by great Jjax to the (hades of' hell. 



tual *. For as fuch criticki do not tax their readers vi^ a9| ^i^li^ 
j|o underftapd them, fo their readers io return, advance notmji| i» 
ipppofition to fuch criticks. They may go roundly on, adxniiiiig in^ 
exclaiming 4n this manner j JVbat an exfuifitf fpirit of foetry 
fTow bcaut^l a circtmflance fFiuft delicacy of fintimaiu -• 

^itb what art has the Poet In bovi fublime and jufi a manaer 

How fineh imagined Jflow tuwderfully beautiful ard fof 

thai- And w proceed, without one reafoa to interrupt the courfc 

*M their el r^uehce^ moft cofloibrtably and igooraAtly apoiffophifiog t^ 
tiic end of the chapter. 
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The ARGU MENT. 

The iixrh battel r The afts and death of 
Patroclus. 

PATROCLUS (in furfiumce of the refuifi •/ 
Ncftor Iff the elevixA hook) hareats Achilles to 
fuffer bim to go to the mffiftamce of the Grcdtt mth 
AchiUci^i trQ0p9^ and armour. He etgren to- it^ hit or 
the fanu time charges him to conteMt himfklf mrith refeuhtg 
the Jieetp without farther furfuit of the emtw^. The 
srmour, borfes^ fildiefs, and officers of Acliflles are de- 
fcrihed. Achflles ojfere a libation for the fitccefs rf hit^ 
friend, after which PatFOckis leaJt the Mynniddni tr 
hattel. The Trojans at the fight of Patrodus im Adul- 
lesV armour, taking him for that hero, are caft into the' 
tttmo/i confternation : He beats them off from the nfeffdsr 
Hector him/elf flies, Sarpedon is kill^dr tho" Japiter wmis 
cwerfe to his fate. Several other particulars of the hat" 
tel are defcrib'di in the beat of which, PkCrocla», mgleff' ; 
ing the orders of Achilles^ purfues the foe to the walls ff 
Troy ; where Apollo repulfes and difarms bim, Euphoiiiafr '. 
wotutds him, and Hector kills bim: which imtcMu Uk - 
vookt •. 
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So warr'd both armies on th* en(anguin'd IRorr,. 
While the black veflels fmoak^d with human gore; 
Meantime Ptf/r^/jvf to AcbiUes flies ;< 

The itreaming tear3 fall copious from his eyes;. 

Not 



• We have at the Entnuice of this book one of tUe moft beau» 
tiful ports of the ///W. The two diflferent chara^rs are admira- 
fcly faftain*d in< the dialogue of the twb heroes, wherein there it 
Bot a period lait ftrongly marks not only their natural temper, 
bat that particular difpofition of mind in ekher, i^ch arifes imaa 
the pxefent ftate of affairs. We fee Patroebu touched with the 
deepeft. corapaflton for the misfortune of the Gred^ {whom the 
^rofant had forced to retreat to their ihips, and which ihips were 
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Not fiifter, trickling ta the plains below, j 

lironi the tiB rojdc dke^fid>le witen flo^^^ 



•n tfae point of baraing) piofirttiflg fiim&If Ufiwf 't^ VeSet sf 
Aebiffety atfd pounsig oot Im tears' at W hti^' ^AMffu^j ffnidl. 
^th the gfkr of his (neaAy ddnuids die canfe. of it.' ^sin^ 
sointiiig to ^ H^jt, ^hiett the.'lUmes tlread^lM^to i^'Als 
aim he is harder than the h>cks or fea which lay in pro^e^ be*' 
lore theniy if he is not touch*d with fo moving a fpedade, and* 
can fee in cold blood his friends peri/hing before his evet. As 
nothing can be more natural and affe^ing than the ipeech of Pa- 
trocbuf fo nothing is more VntXf and piAuvefque than the attitude 
he is here defcrib*d in. 

The Pathetic of Pattothit fpeech is iTnely contrafled by tfaff 
Ttml of that of MbiUeu While the former \i teelting with 
Anrow for his coimtrynJen> the utmoft-hie can hope from the latter^, 
it but to borrow his armour and troops ; to obtain his perfonal affif- 
ttjice he knows is impoflible. At the very inftant that AckiUa 
li movM to aflc the cauie of his friend's concern, he ieems to iay 
that nothing could deferve it but the death of their fathers % vA 
in the fame breath fpeaks of the total deftrudion of the GrMJb- 
as of too flight a caufe for tears. Patrodtu^ at the opening of 
ifais fpeech, dares not name Agamernnon even for being woimded}. 
and sfter he has tried to bend him by all the arguments that could 
9SkQt an human breaft, concludes by fuppofing that ibme oraclr 
•r fupernatural infpiration is the- caufe- that withholds his arms* . 
What can match the fiercenefs of his anfwer ?' Which implies, that 
not the oracles of heaven itfelf ihould be regarded, if they ftood in' 
competition with his refentment : That if he yields, it muft be' 
t^* htt own mere motive-*. The only reaibn he h|» ever to yield,' 
k that nahire itfelf cannot fupport anger eternally s V^nd uT hs ' 
yields now, it ir only becaufe he had b^ore determined to do fo at 
a certain time, (/A 9^ ▼, 773.)' That time was not '11)1 the 
flames ihould ' approaoi to his own- ihips,. 'till the laft artide of 
ganger, and* that not of danger to Gteec^ but to himiel^ Thus 
his very pity has the fterneft qualifications in the woiU; After 
ally what is it he yields to ? only to fuffer his friend to go in his 
l^ad, juft to iave them from ^fent ruin^ but he oi^reOy fhr^ 
l^ds him to proceed any ferther in their afliftance^ than barely iff 
put out the fires, and fecure his own and his friends return mto 
&eir country s And all this concludes with a wiih, that (if it wcsc 
pofiible) every Creeh and every Tryan might periih except them- 
juves. ^uch is that wrath of AchiUtt, that more than wrath, as 
the Creek f4W( implies, which Hmir ha^ F^^ ^ ^ iboog ti 
colouring* 

Divkie 
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Divine Peiides, with compaffion niov*<iv 

Thus fpoke^ iodulgent to hb beft bdov^d. 

Fatroclut^ fay, wkat gnef xhy bofon beafs^ 

Tkatflbws fo iift in tliefc muiianly tean? t^ 

No ^1} no infant whom the mother keeps 

Fmft her lov'd bseaft,, with fonder paffion weeps ; 

NOI: 

\ 
▼. 9. In&i^ent to bit Beft hehv^d,^ The friendHiip of Ae^H^ 
and Patroclut is celebrated by all antiquity : And Homer, not* 
withftandixig the aB|er of Achilla wai hia- profeis*d fobic^, lifit 
Ibaiid the Tccret te diTcoYer, thro^ that Tenr anga'> raik ioHtt: 
laitt of hit ebarader. In this view we /Kali find him ^encnmr 
in hta temper, deTpifing gain and booty, and a« far as his honour i^ 
not concem*d, fond of his mifbreft, and eafy to his Ariend: N^t 
moAf but wheir injured j and not more revengeful when ill ufed,, 
^m gratefyi and gentle- when refpcdfnll^r treated. ** Pahvdk^ 
{hyt Pbdoftratus, *< who probably grounds 'his aflertion on fome: 
•< ancient tradition) was not ib mucb elder tha^ AebiBet 3M tO' 
** pretend to dire£t him, but of a tender, modeft, and unafluming-. 
** nature: conftant and diligent in his attendance, and fieming t6 
** have no aflStAions but tbofe of his friends.'* The iame authofr 
has a very pfttty paflage, where j^tue i» introduced inquiring ofi 
JtbiUes, ** Which of all his warlike actions were the moft difficult: 
** and dangerous to- him ?* He anfwers, Thofe which he undertook 
** for the fake of his friends* And which (continues jQmc) were- 
'< the moft pleafing and eafy? The- very fam^ replies Adbtlku tie: 
** the& alks him,. Which of all the wounds he ever bore in battels 
** was the moft painful to him f AcbiOei anfwers. That which he- 
^ receiv*d from Heffor, But Hefftty fays A^ax, never gave you at 
** W0undb Yes, repliea AcbUkSf a. mortal orte, when 1m flew mf. 
•* friend Fatrotbts^^' 

It is faid in the- life of AkxanJir tbe Great, that when that 
Prince irifited the' monuments^ of the heroes at Trey, and plikcd ». 
crown upon the tomb of AobtUet j his friend. HePbaftiou placed an- 
other on that of Patr9cbts^ as an intimation^ of His being^ to AleX" 
Meter what the other was to Acbillet, • On. which- occafion the (ay- 
ihg of Alexander is recorded ; That Achilles wtfi- bafpy indeed, fot^ 
bavhtg bad fucb a Frieftd to Ave him Uwng, and fucb » Poet to cek^ 
hvte birti dead. 

V. jx. No girl, no in/ant, &c.] I know the obvioot tranflatioii. 
ef this pai&ge aiakes the comparifoa coafift only in the tears of th* 
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Not more the mother^s fool that infant warma^. 
Clang to her knots, and reaching at. her anbs. 
Than thou haft fiiinef OhteH iae,. to- what end t^ 

Thy melting forrows thas purfae thy friend ?- 

Griey'ft thou for me» or for my martial band F 
Or come fad tiding$ from oar native land ? 
Oar fathers live, (our fird, moft tender care) 
Thy good. Meuaetius breather the vital air, 29 

And hoary Pelius ytt extends his days; 
Flieas^d in their agp to hear their children's praife. 

Or may feme meaner caufb thy pity claim ? 
Ferhaps yon* reliqoes of the Grecian name. 
Doomed in their fhips to fink by fire and fword, 2; 

And pay the forfeit of their haughty. Lord ? 
Whatever the caufe,. reveal thy fecret care,. 
And fpeak thofe forrows whioh a friend would ihare; 

A figh, that inftant, from his bofom broke^ 
Another followed, and P^fc/«i fpokc. jo* 



iafanty applied to thofe of PatrocUu. But. certainly the- idea of 
the fimile will be much finer, if we comprehend alfo in it tbo 
snotheVs fondnefs and concern, awaken'd by this uneafineis of th» 
child, which no left aptly correfponds with the tcndernefs of 
jlcbiUes on the fight of his friend's afflidion. And there is yet » 
third branch of the comparifon, in that purfoit, and conftant ap- 
plication the infant makes to the. mother, in the fame manner as 
Patroclui foVLoyt^jicbilUs with his grief, 'till he fercea< him to take 
notice of it. I think (all thefe circumlhinces laid together) nothina 
can be more affe£ting,or exa^ in all its views, than this fimilitudes . 
which, without that Vegard^ has p^haps feeoiM hut low aad trivial 
tt aa uoreAo^Uog reader* 



Let Greeci at lepgth with^ pity touch thy fareaft^ 
Thyfelf a Greek; and, once,, of GreeAs the bcftl 
Lo I cv^ry chief that inight her £ite pcyeot,. 
Lies pier€*d with wounds,, and bleeding ini his tent* 
Eutypyius, Tydides^Jtreus* fon^ 35 

And wife Vlyjfes^ tit the navy groan 
Mor« for their country's wounds, than for their own. 

Their 



I 



V. 31. Ltt Greece at length viUh pitjf touch the hnaji.y Tl^e 
cotnmentatofs labour to prove that thie'n^olrds- in the original, Siirhlcb 
begin this fpeech, m^ n^iaet^ ^^ '^^ ^'£7> "^ ^^t meaat t» 
defire ^billes to bear no farther refentment again ft the Greeks, but 
only not to be xiifpIeasM at ^e tears which Patncks (hedt fbr tbeir 
misfortune. Patroclus (they fay) was, not fo. imprudent to begia 
his intercefllon in that manner, when there was need 0/ fbmething 
more infinoating. Ltaltf this, to be an. e^^cefsof refinement: Th^ 
purpofe of every period in hfs' fpeech is to perfuade Acbifles to \zy 
afide his anger : why then? may he not be^a by defiring. it?- The 
whole queftion is, whether he may fpcak opcnJy io favour of the 
Greeks in the fkii half of the verfe, or in ^e htter? For. hi the 
fame line he reprefents their diftrefs. 

^ — _ xoroa ya^ *^f &iJik%Kvt 'Axai»f . 

*Tis plain ht treats him without much referve,-. ctallslum unpila* 
cable, inexorable, and even mifchievous (for alva-piTTi implies jio 
lefs.) I don't fee wherein the Caution of this fpetch cofififts ; iffs 
a. generous, unartful petition, whereof Aehilles's nature would much 
more approve, than of all the artifice of XJl^esy (to which he ex- 
(reis'd his hatned ia the-ninth book, ¥. 41:^) 

V. 35c Eurypylus, Tydides, Atreus' Jony 
Jlnd wife Ulyfles. ■ ■ X 

Pa^roehti in mentioning tho wounded Princet to Achilles^, takes care 
not to put /^amemnoH firfb, left that odious name ftriking his ear on 
% fudden, jfhould ihut it againft the reft of his difcourfe: Neither 
4nB> M QWML hin laft, for. fear Agkilks. dwelling upon it ihouli faU 
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■^ ioa Ate ^ hofe Rdicfi? 




V* 



4S 



f» 



55 



Bm he flUn k ■■» tkr I 

it with ^ R^ Aatl: ti^x mat W takcB tao mack 
•otic* «f. Mi that tk BiMS which fn^rdc aal faBow k p» 
iahiift Ac hauei it ai|ht cntc. Wliiiilnii he 4oc* act w 
wen M tttf i tnw ucf it vita aa cptutl* 

I tbisk tKe ram»f rtwamk of FUtOtms m ^vj i 
I fave pvn into ft S> ht, » to ^baSt'tiAa to suite Fji 
<all hifli j^rem* loo tbaH ^wtraw^ vhic^' TCt farmer' ftAcM ily 

tfMB it aiclit m vcD be iiBm*A ke Mk •f ^MtadbBi, i* 

— • . . . ." . y v* * . t . • 

Ctoi 
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(:kd in thy dreadfal arms if I appear, 

Proad Troy Ihall tremble, and defert the war: 

WIthoat thy perfon Grace fliall win the day, 6a 

And diy mere image chafe her foes away. 

P^s'd by frefli foKes, her overlaboured train 

Shall quit the ihips, and Greece refpire again. 

Thus, blind to &te! with fapplicating breath, 
Thou beg'ft his arms, and in his arms thy death. *6$ 
Unfbrtanately good \ a boding figh 
Thy friend retnrnM i and with it, this reply. 

Patr^ctus t thy Acbilht knows no fears i 
Nor words from 7^, nor Or«r//i he bean i 
Nor aught a mother^s caatfon can fbggeft s ^^ 

The tyrant's pride lies rooted in my breaft. 
My wrongs, my wrongs, my conftant thought engage^ 
Thofe^ my fole oracles, infpire my rage : 



T. 6 1. And thy men fmage chafi ber foet awn^'J It it htrd t» 
conceive a greater compliment, or one that could more touch th^ 
warlike ambition of Achilles, than thii which Homer putt into the 
mouth of Patrocbtt. It was alfo an encomium wfa^ch h^ could not 
iufpe^t of flattery j fince the perfon who made it defiret to hasard 
his life upon the fecurity that the enemy could not fupport the fight 
of the very armour of Acbilki t And indeed Achilkt 4iimielf feem» 
to entertain no lefs a thought, in the ^nfwer to this fpeech, wherr 
he afcribes the flight of Troy to the blazing of his helmets a cir* 
cumflance wonderfully fine, and nobly exalting the idea of this 
hero*« terrible charaAer. Befides afi this, Hdmer had h in hit 
view to prepare hereby the wonderful^ incident that is to en(ue in. 
the eighteenth book, where the very ^%ht o£ AcbSla bam. his ihip> 
tuios the fortune of the war» 



»g8 HOMER'S ILIAD. Book XVI. 

I made liim tyrant : gave him powV to wrong 
£v*n me : I felt it ; and fhall feel it long. 75 

The maidy. my black ey'd maid, he forced awajv 
Dae to the toils of many a well-fought day ; 
Due to my coDq,ue(l of her father*8 reign ;. 
Due to the votes of all the Grecian train*^ 
From me he forced her; me, the bold and brave; S9 
Difgrac'dy difhonour'd^ like the meaneH flave. 
But bear we this— *-the wroags^I grieve arepifi ; 
*Tis time our fury (hould relent at laii : 
I fix'd its date ;. the day I wifh'd appears : 
Now HeSor to my (hips- his battel bears, 
- The flames my eyes, the fhouts invade my ears. 
Go then, Patroelui f court fair honour's charms 
In 7r0y*5 fam'd fields, and iti.AcbUleji* arms.: 
Lead forth my martial Mjrmichm to fight. 
Go fave the fleets, and conquer in my right. 90 

See the thin reliques of their baffled band. 
At the Tail edge of yon* deferred land ! 
Behold all Uion on their fhips defcends ; 
How the cloud blackens, how the florm impends f 
It was not thus, when, .at my flght amaz'd, 9$ 

Iray faw and trembled, as this helmet blaz'd : 
Had not th* injurious King our friendfhip loft,. 
Yon* ample trench had bury'd half her hoft,, . 



•i 
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No camps, no bulwarks now the Trojans fear, 

Thofe are not dreadful, no Jchilles there: too 

No longer flames the lance of Tydtvs* fon ; 

No more joox General calls his Heroes on: 

HeSor^ alone/ 1 fiear ; hn dreadful breatk ' 

Commands your flaaghter, or proclaims jowc deatb 

YetooWy Patroclus, iflae to the plain; 105 

Now fare the (hips, the rifing fires reftram. 

And ^lv« the Gneb to vifit Gretce again. 



} 



T. lox. No longer JIames t§e Jance 9f Tydens* ,^1 Bf whtt 
jkUffes heft fays, joining. Dhmede ■ tfr j^ametmiM in this tauatin^ 
lefle^Uon, one may juftly fufpe^ there was fome ptrticolar diia- 
gteement and emulation between thefe two Heroes. This we may 
fiiypofe to be the more natural, becanie Diotfude was of all the* 
Greeks coniefledly the neareft'in fame and courage to- AchiSetf and- 
tiierefore the moft Ukdy to move his envy, as bcing the »oft liksly 
to Aipply his place. The fame fentiments are to be oblenr*d ia 
Dkmede with 'regard to AebiUes^ he is always confident in' his owa' 
valour, and therdfiore in their greateft extremities he no where ac- 
knowledges the neceflity of appeafing Aebi/ks, but always in council 
appears moft forward and refiilute to carry on the war wiHumt him. 
For this reafon he was not thought a fie embaiZadpr to AcbUkti and 
upon return from the embafiy, he breaks into a fevere jpefledion, 
not only upon AcbiUes, but even. upon ui^amemiton who had fent 
this embafly to him. I wijb thou badft not fent fbefe fuffUcMtiont 
md. gifu to Achilles { bii infoiena was extrenu before; but now bit' 
Mrngance stuUJbe intolerable i let ms not mind wbetber be goes orjhns, 
but do our duty and pr^are for the battel, Euflatbius oblervet^ tnat 
Jicbillet ufes this particular ezpreffion concerning DiomuU* 

.Ov yetf Tvhii%Q A%op,rii%^ Ss waid^^k ... 
MaUtrui lyx*'^^ ' 

becaiift it vras the fame boafting ecpreffion Dkmede htA ap{>]y*d to 
himfelf, //• S».^v. iti. of the original. But this having been faid 
only to, N</hr in the hMt of fi^ Jiow can we iupp»(e jlebilies 
had notice of it : This obfervation ihews the 0eat diligence^ if not 
](hi judgment^ of the gpod Archbiihop. 
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Bot heed wpf w o ri s, and ■■vk s nmd*! \ 
Wki trnfb lu fame and hoDoaa k dqr ] 
AfldfinBdi7d8edicqpe£b» tk^^cittOBkoft no 

Sball nte faKk die benttan aui Jm Ut: 
Lduo^illtkekaftflecicir, 
^lUSir, OArkajdoa. 



▼. HI. SUl tmi9 hmk flfa \ %\i\ tw \ mmd.\ Wt diii it vbt 
tlsCndb hiiialRiilsrafer'dto«B»«id«kkkbekMicAi*d;tUl 
thtn is « HMfoiilicy » Ad^Oef^ bobbbs. Not at all : XckAs a 
tiU Mifciriwii ; wkn be icfUU dadfe ftcte^ d* Gmis «cr 




Td( a^Avf ki^- iM J" 'iBtif^- JkXM Xi^Mf^ 



iicitsd fcy D i yii I^»rfiw» asllMrN|» Wt nat famaA fobciidii 
crfkioai bdbrc that of Arvs V It h.cotnl^oBeof tfieiiUbof 
tMBS 01 Mtvi w k t to rttFwcin^ aBa tBckUQiC fVQBcny ancd ia ttii 
%eKh s bat I Mievc Wttcr itftcr 



ikaa vfaere fae bat 'takttti it kar Ikct libovc: For iirMEa*t k« 
imAiofit not lirgpnaiag tiB v* ftj. 



ff 
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Tko' Jove la thunder fiiOQld connumd die war^ 

Be |aft, confuk my glory, nod forbear. 115 

The fleet once fav'dt defift from farther dtfioe^ : 

Nor lead to ///Ws .waOi;tbe Gfmi<« race s 

SoflQ^ adverfe God, thynUhiie^s may doftioy ; 

Some God, like Phabus^ ever k»d to Tihtf.- 

liet Greece redeettTd ftom this deinidive firair, • riO 

Do her own woifc, and leave the reft to fate. 

6h4 would to all th* immortal powVs above, 

j^Of Palias, and almighty 7w^/ 

That 



It It not To proper to 4ivSd9 tlii^ mttoUl on^ ftiiA the reft. 
WhcTcai [iccordtaj to die siethod I propbfe) t^' whole context 

ttr*^ and htnour, Male as grieat a Jaagbter of she Ticjant as^jm 
vfilt, but a&flai/t frm He£l6r. JM as foon at fc^ have rfpmU\4 
them from t^e fii^u ^ fatisfUd and reiurn s For it may he fatal l» 
Jmrfii* tbt iftBiry Ti> the walls of Trov. 

V. 1 15. Confilt my glory ^ tusd forbear,'] AcbiUes tells Patrockt^ 
that if ht purruei the foe top fax, whether he (hall be vidor or 
Tanquifhed^ it mufl prove either way prgudicial to his glory. For 
by the former, the Greeks haTuig. no more need of AcbiUes^t aid, 
will not reftore him bit captive, nor try any mo|:e to ftppeaie hun 
by prefents: By the latter, his arms would be left in the enemy*t 
biands, an4 he himfelf upbraided ¥rtth the death of Patrodais* 
Dacier, 

V. iti* Oh / would to alL iccA Achilles from his orerfloFmg 
fall. Tents this execration; The Irojans he hates as proflbfTed ene- 
mies, and he detefts th^ GriKians as people who had with cahnneft 
overlooked his wrongs.. Some of the antient cri ticks not entring 
into the manners of Achilles, would have expunged this impxecatk>n, 
as uttering an univerfal malevolence to mankind. This violence 
agrees perfe£kly y^ith- his implacable chara£ter» But one may obferve 
at the itiBiie time the mighty force of iriend/hip, if for the iake 
of his ^ear Pairoeha. he will prote£l and fecure thofe Greeks, whofe 
ddhv^oa he wiitvest What a little Qualifies thlt bloody vUh« Ih 
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That not one TrtfM might be left ^vrt^ 

AndnotaGrM^of dl thericeibnrivei u; 

Might od/ we the vmRdelbradionikais ' • 

And only we deftioy tk* aocuifed (•wttt 

Such conf -rcBoe held the chkfr; while on thefinuily 

Great Jtve with coDqacft crown!d ^Tnyam faaod. 

^AT CO more the fomidiDg flona fuftain^d, 130 

80 thick, the dafts «a iron ten^eft raia*d : 

X)a 



that we may fuppofe it ^ken with peat tmrelenredneis, ai in fecreti 
Aid lietweea friends. 

Monf. de U Motte has a lively remark upon the abfurdity of 
this wiA. Upon the fuppofition that Jupiter had^granted it, if iBi 
the Trygns and GrcAs vere deiboy*d« :and o^ly Achilla .anfl ^ttn" 
tUa left to omquer Trej^, he ailks what wduU be the vt£^oty w?theot> 
any enemieSy and the triomph without ^y fpeftators? But the. 
ahfwer is very pbvious ; tl^mer intends to]»aiht a man ip paffiooj. 
the wiflies and fchemes of fuch an one arefeldomconfonnable to, 
reafon ; and the manners are prefenred the better^ the left they arf 
reprefented to be /b. 

This brings into my mind' that curfe in Shakejfuw, where that' 
admirable mafter of nature makes Norfbum^lanig ia the nge «f 
bis paifion^ wiih for an univerfal deftni^Uon* 

■ Koiv let not natural band 

Keep the ivild fioed confined I Let •rder dii^ 
And let the wcrU no longer he-a fUge 
To feed contention in a lingrii^ a3: 
But let one fpirit of the firfi bom Cain 
Reign in all hofonu, that each benrt heing fit 
tOn Skoify eottrfes, the tmde Jcene metf end, 
And darkneft be the burier of the deaSl 

V. 1 30. Ajax no more^ &c.] This defcriptiQA of A^me wctriel 
out with battel, is a pa(&ge of exquifite life and beauty .t Yet wbit 
I think ^nobler than the defcription itfelf, is what he fava at ^ 
'Cad of h, that hit hero area ia this ezcefi of Mfue and lang^i 

cooid 
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Ga his tir'd arm the weighty backler hong ; 

Hif hollow helm with fallmg javelins rangy 

His breathy in qatck, fhort pantings, comes, ind goes; 

And painful fwea^fR>m all his members flows. 1 3 j' 

Spent and o*erpower*dy he barely breathes at moft ; 

V^ fcarce an army ftirs him from his poU : 

Dangers on dangers all around him grow. 

And toil to toil, and woe fucceeds to woe. 



«mld fcarce ht moved from his poft by the efforts of a wholij 
army, yirgil has copied the dcfcription very cxaftly, Mn. 9. 

'Brgo nee dypeo juvenia Jubfifitrt tantum 
'^€e dOctra vdkt : injeaitjic undique ulh 
Otimitur, Strepit ajjfidm cava tempera circum 
Titmitu galea, & faxia iblida «ra fatiiirunt : 
DifcuiTaeque jubae capiti, nee fufficit umbo 
I£libut : i'ngeminant bajih & Tro'es, & ipfe 
Tubiu'neus Mneftbeus\ turn toto cor pore fudw 
Xifuitur, 4sf piceum, nee refpirare potejias, 
Fiumen agit } fejfos quatit eeger anbelitus artus. 

The circumftasces which I have marked in a differeilt ch^tfa^ler 
are improvements upon Homer, and the Uft verfe excellently ex« 
:preires, in the fhort catching up of the numbers, the quick, ihorc 
pjnting, reprefented in the image. The reader may add to the 
comparifon an imitation of the fame place in Taj9f Cant* 9. St, 97* 

Fatto intanto ha il Joldan do, ch'e concejfb 

Fare a terrena forz^^f bor piu non puote : 

Tutio e fangue e fudore ; un grave, e fpeffa » 

Jinbelar gli ange il petto, e i fiancbe Jcote* 4' 

Langue fotto lo fcudo il hracbio opprejfo. 

Git -a la defira il fhrro in pigre rote ; 

Speja, e non taglia, e divenendo ottufo 

Perduto il bratido omai di brando ba /* ufu 

Vol.. IV. I Vi. 
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Say, Muib, duon^d abo? e the ftairy. (hunc^ I40 

How irft the uutf bbz'd with Tr^wv^amef 

Stem HtSor miv^d his fwoidi lad ihuiding near 
Where furiom J§ax ply'd his aihen fpear» 
Full on the lance a ftroke fe joftlf (jped. 
That the broad fiokhion ]qpp*d its brfizen hold ; 14; 
His poindeis fpear the warrior ihakes in vain i 
The brazen head faUs ibnadiog on the plain. 
Great Jjax faw, and ownM the hand divine, 
Cdnfeffing j9Wf end trembling at the fign; . 
Wam'd, he retreats. Then fwift from all fides poar 150 
The hifiing brands ; thick (beams the fiery' ihow'r ; ^ 



V. 14S. Great Ajaz favf^ and ownd the band dttfitie, 
Canfcfrng Jove, «m/ treaikUng at the Jigii»'\ 

In the Creth there is audded an explication of this figo, which htf 
no other allufion to the a^oD> hot a very odd one in a fijugle 
phrafe or metaphor. 

Which may be tranfiated. 

So fean'd thdr bcpn cut off by heavens high Lordf 
So doomed to fail hefore the XrojanfmwJ. 

Chapman endeavours to account for the meannefs of this co|iGeit» 
by the grofs wit of Ajax j who feeing tie head of his lance cut ofl^ 
took it into his fancy, that Jnpiter would in the fame manner cut 
off the counfels and fchemes of the Greeks. For to underftan^ thii 
far fetched apprehenfion gravely, as the commentators have doo^ 
is indeed (to ufe the words of Chapman) mod duil and AjantUsL 
I believe no man will blame me for ieaVing theie lines out of the 
• text. 
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<ytt the high flem tiie corling volames riie. 
And (heets of rolling finoke involve the fkm^ 

Divine Achilles view'd the rifrngflftmetf. 
And fmote his thighs and dnuf alood ezdains 15$ 

Arm, arm, Patroclm ! ho, the blasee afpiresl 
The glowing ocean reddens with the fires. 
Arm, e'er our veileb catdi the fpreading flame ; 
Arm, eVr the Grecians be no oiore a name ; 
I hade to bring the troops — The hero faid i i6e 

The friend with ardour and with joy obeyed; 

He cas^d his limbs in brafs ; and firll around 
His manly legs, with filler backies bound 
'2?he clafping greaves ; then to his breaft applies 
The flamy cuirafs, of a thonfaod dyes ; 165 

Emblaz'd with fluds of gold his faolchion ihone 
In the rich belt^ as in a fiarry zone : 



V. X54. Achilles vinvd the rififig fiams.J This event is pre- 
pared with a l^eat deal of art and probability. Tliat eflfed which a 
m'uhitude of fpeeches was not able to accompIUh, one ' lamentable 

' fpe£Ucl^, the fight of the flames, at hngth brings to pafs, and 
moves AcbVles to compaflion. T^is it was (fay the aijciehts) thit 
moved the' tragedians to mike viflbl^'reprefentations pf nnfery j for . 
the fpe^ators behbldmg Pil(^e in unhappy drcuafifta^ces, find their 

Ibuls more deeply todch d^ than by all the flrains of rbetorick. 

Vufiatbius, 

V. i6». ffe cas*d bU iMi in Srafs, &c.] Eamr does not amuie 
bimfelf here to defcribe thefe arms of Acbt'Ues at length, for befidet 
that the. time permits it not, he*referves this defcription for the 
new ansiour which Tbais ftall bring that hero ; a defcription which 

^ill be placed in a more quiet moment, and which win give him aQ 
rkt leHure of making it, without requiring any force to introdoce ic 
£ujatbius% 
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Achilles* ihield his ample fhonldere (pread, 

Achilla^ helnfet nodded o^er his head : 

Adorn*d in all his lerriUe arrajr, {70 

He f!afh*d affonnd imden^Ie dajr. 

Alone, nntoach'd, Peiidei* ]av*lin (lands. 

Not to be poisM bat by Pelides* hands; 

From Pelion't (hady brow thi plant mtirc 

Old Chiron rent, and (hap*d it for his fire ; 17 j 

Whofe fon's great arm alone the weapon wields^ 

The death of heroes^ and the dread of ft^da. 

Then braye Automedon (an honourM name^ 

The fecond to hb Lord In love and fame, 

Tn peace hb friend^ and partner of the war) 1%^ 

The winged courfers hamefsM to the car. 

Xanthui and Balius^ of immortal breeds 

Sprung ftrom the wind, and like the wind in fpeed ; 

Whom 

V. 171, Mm, untcucb'*J,Vt]ldt&' Jav^ Rn flands,'\ Thw paffage 
affords another inilance of the fiupidity of the commentatoRy 
^vbo are here moft abfurdly inquifitive after the reafons why Pair9» 
chit does not take the fpear^ as well as the other arms of JUbilki f 
He thought himlclf a very happy man, who firff found out, that 
Hcmer had certainly given this ipear to Fatrubuy if he had not fore- 
feen that when it ihoold be loft in hit ivture unfortunate cngatt? 
ment, Vulcan could not furnHh AcblUa with another \ being A 
joiner> but only a Imith. Virgii, it ieems, was not lO' preaiely 
acquainted with VukaiCt difability to profefs the two trades j fince be 
has, without any fcruple, employed him in making a Ipear, as well 
as the other arms for ^neas» Nothing is more obyieus than this 
thought of Homer, who intended to raife the idea of hit hero, by 
giving him fuch a fpear as no other could wield : The deferipiion f^ 
St in this place is wonderfully pompous. 

y* 183. sprung from the wind,'] It is a beautiful inyentioa qf 
ike pott, to repreient the viOBditifal MfoMclk of the horib oC 
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Whom the wing'd Hatfye^ fwift Podargiy bore. 

By Zephyr pregnant on the breezy fiiore. 185 

Swift Pidafiu was added to their fide, 

(Once great A'ition\ now Achillea' pride) 

Who, like in drength, in fwiftneTsy and in gracr^ 

A mortal courfer, matched ch' immortal race. 



AcbiUeSf by faying they were begotten by the we^rn wind. Thi» 
fidlioii is truly poetical, and very proper in the way of natural allc- 
|bry. However, it is aot altogether improbable oar ahthbr might 
have defigned it even in the literal fenfe : Nor ought the notion ta 
be thought very eibtravagaiit in a Poet, fince grave naturtliftt have 
ferioofly vouched the truth of this kind of generation. Some of 
them relate u an undoubted pi^ce of natural hiftory, that there wat 
tndently a breed of this kind of horfes in Portugti, whofe dams 
wers -impregnated by a weftern wind: yarro, CohmeSaf and Pliny^ 
am all of this opinion. I ihall only mention the words of P/fify> 
Ntt. Hift. lib. 8. cap. 41. Cou/ht in Lmjltama circa Ofyffiponem 
tfptdumf & Taffm amnem, ejtias Fawnio ^nt^ ebverfat anhnalam 
iMcipere fpiritum, idfue fartum fieri & gignt pernidlffinium. See alfo 
the fame . author, /. 4. r. %%* /. 16. r. 25. Pombly Homer had* 
this opinion in view, which we fee has authority more than fuf- 
ficient to give it place in poetry. Virgil has given- us a defcription 
ti this manner of conception, Georgic 3. 

■ Continaoque aviidii. uhi fubdita famma meditllit, 
Vere magi* (quia n/ere cahr rtdit ojphus) ilia 
. Org cmnts tfcrfa in Zefbyrum, fiant rupibus ahii% 
E9cceptantque leva auras: ^ Jape fine uHis 
Conjugiis, 'vento gravida (mirabile diBu) 
Saxa per & fcopuks & depreffks cenvallet 
^ Diffugiunt, * 

V. 186. Swift Pcdafus wtfi added to. tbeir fide."] Here was a 
aeceflity for a fpare horfe (as in another place Neftor had occafion for 
the fame) that if by any misfortune one of the other horfes ihould 
.ffill, there might be a frefh one ready at hand to fupply his place, 
'^bis is good management in the Poet, to deprive Achilles not only 
ef his charioteer and his arms, but of one of hit ineftimable horfes. 
Eufiaibius, 
i . .. 1 J AcVvWw 
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AcbiUes fpeeds from tent to tent, and wamit 190 

His hardy Myrmidtmt to faflood and arms. 
All breathing death, around their chief they fiand, 
A grim, terrific Ibrroidable baod : 
Grim as voracious woWes, that fcek the ipriogs 

When fcalding thiift their Bumiog bowels wnngs,^ 195: 

(Whea 



y. 194* Grim at wrscUus wakfth &c.] There ia force anj 
fi£ittie in He0$er fo moch in the iavage and terrible way^ as this 
^<]tfnpanibn of the MfimjMii to wolvea : It .{mts one in muid of -cbe 
l^ces of Spi^mUttf or Saivaior jLoJa : E^di circmu^aifte U made 
^ of imagei very ftrongly qioloufed and 'bocridly- lively. The prio- 
ejr^ defign is to rq^refeot -the Aenn looks aad Aerce appeaMnaoce 4if 
t^ Mynmdom, a gaunt and gbailly traie of Taw*^bon*d Uoody.<- 
xnioded ^fellows* But lieitdes this, the Poet (oeinB to ha^ve iome far- 
ther view in fo many diilecenc particulars of the cosoparifon : Their 
4ager dcil&re of fight is hiated at by ,t<he wolvee thiiiliag after water i 
Their ftrength and vigour for the battrl is intimated by their being, 
filled with food i And as thefe beads are faid to h«ve their thidk 
ib^rper after they are gorged with prey ; io the Myrmidont are ftrong' 
aAd vigorous with eafe and refrefliment, and therefore more ardently. 
defirous of the combate. This image of their firtngth is inculcated 
by feveral expreffions berth in the fimile and the application, and 
feems defignM in co^ttrade to tho o(ber Creeh, who are aU wafled 
and fpent with toil. 

- We have a pifturc much of this kind given us by Milton, Ub, lo. 
where Death is let loofc into the new creation> to glut his appetite 
and difcharge his rage upon ail nature. 



'jIs when a fiock 



Of rcnj* nous fowls i tho^ many a liague rtmote^ 
Againfi the day of battel^ to a field 
Where armes Ut encmnfd^ come fying^ hr''d 
fVitb fcent of living careaffes, dtfigrCd 
For Death the following day, iniloody fights 
So fatted the grim ff^mref and ufturu^d 
His no/Ml wide into the mttrfy air, 
^gaciwn of bii {t«rry j^rom affr*^ 



t^ 
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(When fome tall Ibg, frefh flaughter*d in the wood. 

Has drenched their wide Infatiate throats with blood) 

To the black fbant they rdlh, a hideous throng. 

With paanch diflended, and with lolling tongue. 

Fire fills their eye, their black jaws belch the gore, 200 

And gorged- with flaughter, ftill they third for more. 

Like furious ra(h*d the Myrmidonian crew. 

Such their dread ftrength, and ftich their dcathful view. 

High in the midfl the great Achilles (lands. 
Directs their order, and the war commands. 205 

He, lovM of Jove^ had launched for ///Ws Iforei 
Full fifty vefTeb, mann'd with ^hy oars : 
Five chofen leaders the fierce bands obey, 
Himfelf fupreme in valour, as in fway. 

Firft march'd Meitefibeus, df cclcftial birth, 210 

Derived from thee^ whofe waters walh the tafth^ 

Divine 



And by ftaff^, Csnto 10. St, %, of th« fuxioui Seldan covnisl with- 
Uoodi and tbiriliDg for freih flaughter. 

Cum dal ebiufe evU cacciato vitnt 
Lup9 tar hor, chi /«g^'> * ^ nafconde \ 
Che fe ben del gran 'ventre cmai ripiene 
Ha r ingarde tforagini prefondfi* 
Avido fur di fargue anco fuor ti'enne 
La lingua, tfV fi^e de la lahbra imm^nde, 
^aP ei fen gia dopo il fanguigno Jirati^ 
Pela fua eapa fame anco mn fatio» 

V. 211. Derived from thee, nvhofe nvaters, &c.] Homef feema re- 
folded that every thing about AcbilUi (haiV Vit ttat^Kx2tfs«»* '^^^ 

1 ^ V»^^ 
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"DWmt Spercbius ! J^o;^ defcended Hood ! 

A mortal mother mixing with a God. 

Such was Menefiheusy but mifcall^d by fame 

The Ton o^ Borusy that efpous'd the dame. ai j 

Eudorus next ; whom Polymele the gay 
Fam'd in the graceful dance^ produced to 4&K*' 
UtTf fly Cellenius lov'd, on her would gaze. 
As with fwift flep (he form'd the running maze : 
To her high chamber {torn Diana^s quire, tZO 

The God purfu'd her, urg'd, and crown'd his firc*^ 
The fon confefs'd his fatber*s heav'nly race. 
And heir'd his mother's fwiftnefs in the chace. 
Strong Echfc/eus, bleil in all thofe charms^ 
That pleas'd a God, foccecded to her arms ;. 225 

Not confcious of thofe loves, long hid from fame. 
With gifts of price he fought and won the dame; 



have feen his very horfes are of celeftial origin ^ and now his ooni' 
manders, the* vulgarly reputed the fons of wen, arc nspreiented i« 
the real offspring of fome deity. The Foet thus enhances the admi- 
ration of his chief hero by every ctrcumftance with which his ioa- 
ginacion could furnifii hint. 

V. 220. To her high chamber. "^ It was the cuftom of thofe tioies 
to alTign the uppermoft rooms to the women, that they might be the 
farther removM from commerce.; Wherefore Penelope in the Odjjfy 
mounts up into a garret, and there firs to her bufinefs. So Friam^ 
in the fixth book, v. 24S. had chambers for the ladies of his court, 
under the roof of his palace. 

The hacedamomiam caird thefie high apartments J«^ and as the 
word alfo fignifies egg%t 'tis probable it was this that gave occafioft 
to the fable of lieUn\ birth, who is faid to be botn from an efi* 
Bujiatbiuu ^ 

Her 
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Her fecret ofTspriog to her fire (be bare; , 
Her fire oixMi him with a parem*«jeare* 

P$fimder followed ; xuatchkfs in his art 
To wing the fpear» or aim the diftant dart i ^ 
No hand fo fare of all th* Ematbian line. 
Or if a furer, great Patroclus / thine. 

The fourth by Pbantix' grave command wgs grac*d ; 
I^irr// valiant (Spring led the laft. i . 235 

Soon as AcbilUs with foperior care 
Had called the chiefs, and ordered all the war^ 
This ilern remembrance to his troops he gave : 
Ye far-fam'd Mjrmidous^ ye fierce and brave! ■ 
Think with what threats you dar'd the Trojan throng^. 240 
Think what reproach thefe ears endur'd fo long» 
" Stern fon of PeUuSf (thus ye us*d to fay^ 
While reliefs, raging in your (hips you lay) 
*^ Oh nurs'd with gall» unknowing how to yield! 
**^ Whofe rage defrauds us of fo fam'd a. field. 245 

** If that dire fury muflfor ever bum^ 
•« What make we here? Keturn, ye Chiefs, return!'* 
Such were your words — Now warriors grieve no more. 
Lo there the Trojam^ bathe your fwords in gore !: 
This day fhall give jou all your foul demands;: 250) 

Glut all your hearts f and weary all your hands I 
Thus while he rous*d the fire in ev'jy breaft,. 
Clofe, and more dofe, the liiVning cohorts prefti: 
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Ranks wcdg'd in ranks ; of aims a ftedy ring 
Sclllgrowsy and i^vcads, and Aickens round the King. 2;^ 
As when a drding wall the ballder ksttAs^ 
Of ftnength defenfive agatnft wind and ftoms, 
Compaaed ftones the thidt*ning work «)mpo(e9 
And iDond him wide the rifing ftroAore grows. 
So helm to hdm, and creft to ereft they throng, 260 

Shield urgM on ihield, and man ditive man along ^ 
Thick, andiftinguiih*d plames, together joined,: 
Float in one fea» and wave before the wind. 

Far o^er the reft, in g1itt*ring pomp appear 
There bold Automedon % Tatrocks here ; 265; 

Brothers in arms, with equal fury fir*d y 
Two friends, two bodies with one foul infpir^di 
But mindful of the Gods Achilles ^ent 
^ To the rich coffer in his fiiady tent : 
There lay on heaps hb various garmeots noird, 270 

And cofUy furs, and carpets ftiff with gold,. 
(The prefents of the filver-footed dame] 
From thence he took a bowl, of antique frame. 
Which never man had flain'd with-ruddy wine», ^ 
Nor rais'd in off •rings- to At powVs divine, 275; 

But Fdtns' Ton ; and PrZr«? Ton to none 
Had rais'd in off'*rings but to Jo'ue alone. 
This ting'd with fdphur, facred firft to flame. 
He purg'd ; and wafh-'d it in ;he running ffaream. 

Then 
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Then cleansM his hands ; and fixing for a rpK6 28b 

His eyes on heaven, his feet upon the place 
Of facriHcej the purple draught he poured 
forth in the midft ; and thus the God impIor*d. 

O thou Supreme! high thron'd all height above f 
O great Felafgky D^donitan J(nft ! 29$ 

Who 



V. aSj. J9ni thtu the Gtd imphr^dA Tho' the chanAer of 
Milks every where ifhews a mind fway d with unbounded pafTtonf^ 
an4 intirely regardlefs of all human authority and law ; yet he pre- 
fenres a-conf^ant refpc^l to the Gods, and appears as zealous in the 
ientiments and aftidns of piety as any heio of the Iliad j who in- 
deed are all remarkable this way. The prefent paflTaje is *an cxa£l 
defcription and perfeft ritual of the ceicmonics on thefe occafions. 
Acbil/es, tho* an urgent affair call'd for his friend's a0if{^ance, would 
not yet fuffcr him to enter the fight, 'till in a moft folemn manner 
he had recommended him to the prote£lion of Jupiter: And this I 
think a ftronger proof of his tendernefs and afFe£lion for Patroclus, 
than either the grief he exprefsM at his death, or the fury he 
ihewM to revenge it. 

V. 285. Dodonaean Jove-l The frequent mention of Grades in 
Homer and the ancient Authors, may make it not improper to give 
the reader a general account of fo confiJerable a part of the Grecian 
ftiperftition ; which I cannot do better than in the words of my 
friend Mr. Stattyan, in his excellent and judicious abilraft of the 
Grecian hiftory. 

** The Oracles were rank'd among the nobleft and moft religious 
** kinds of divination ; the defign of them being to fettle fuch an 
•* immediate way of converfe with their Gods, as to be able by 
^' them not only to explain things intricate and obfcure, but alfo 
*' to anticipate the knowledge of future events ; and that with far 
" greater certainty than they could hope for. from men, who out of 
'* ignorance and prejudice muft fometimes either conceal or betray 
**' the truth. So that this became the only fafe way of deliberating 
** upon affairs of any confequence, either publick or private. Whe- 
" ther to proclaim war, or conrlude a peace j. to inftitute a new 
'* form of government, or enaiSl new laws 5 all was to be done 
*' with the advice and approbation of the Oracle, whofe dctetmina- 
** tions v.cro always held facred and inviolable. As to the caufes 
** of Oracles, Jupiter was look*d upon as the firft caufe of this. 
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Who *midft furroonding frofts, and vapours chilly 

Preilde on bleak Dodona's vocal hill : 

(Whofe 



*' and all other forts of divination ; he had the book of fate before 
*< hiniy and out of that reveard either more or lefs, as he pleas*d, 
** to inferior , daemons. But to argue more rationally^ this way of 
*^abcefs to the Gods has been branded as one. of the carlieft and 
'< grofleft pieces of prieftcraft, that obtained in the world. For the 
'< phefls, whofe dependance was on the Oracles, when they found 
** the cheat had got fufiicient footing, allowed no man to confult the 
*^ Gods without coftly facrifices and rich prefents to themfelvess 
" And as few could bear this expence, it fervid to raife their credit 
" among the common people by keeping them at an awful diftance. 
** And to heighten their efteem with the better and wealthier fort» 
** even they were only admitted upon a few ilated days : By which 
** the thing appear*d ftill more myfterious, and for want of this 
** good management, muft quickly have been feen thro*, and fall to 
*' the ground. ' But whatever juggling there was as to the religious 
** part, Oracles had certainly a good eflfe^l as to the publick ; being 
** admirably fuitcd to the genius of a people, who would join b the 
*' moft defperate expedition, and admit of any change of govem- 
'* ment, when they underftood by the Oracle it was the irrefift- 
" able will of the Gods. This was the method Minoi, Lkurgui, 
*' and all the famous law-givers took 5 and indeed they found the 
** people fo intirely devoted to this part of religion, that it was ge- 
'^ nerally the cafieft, and fometimes the only way of winning them 
** into a compliance. And then they took care to have them deli- 
*' ver'd in fuch ambiguous terms, as to admit of different conftruc- 
** tions according to the exigency of the times : fo that they were 
•* generally interpreted to the advantage* of the ftate, unlefs foroe- 
•* times there happened to be bribery or flattery in the cafe j as 
■* when Demofihenes complainM that the Pytbia fpoke as FbiU^ 
'* would have her. The moft numerous, and of greateft repute,^ 
** were the Oracles of j4j>ollo, who in fubordination to yupiter, was 
** appointed to prefide over, and infpire all forts of prophets and 
" diviners. And amongft thefe, the Delphian challenged the firft. 
« place, not fo much in refpe£t of its antiquity, as its perfpicuity 
. •* and certainty j infomuch that the anfwers of the Tripoi came to 
" be ufed proverbially for clear and infallible truths. Here we muft 
•* not omit the firft Pytbia or prieftefs of this famous Oracle in 
" heroic verfe. They found a fecret charm in numbers, which 
•* made every thing look pompous and weighty. And hence it be- 
•* came the general pra«^ice of Icgiflators and philofophers, to dc- 
^ liver their laws and maxims in that drefs : And fcarce ax^ thing 
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(Whofe groves, the Selli, race auftere ! furrouBd, 
Their feet unwa(h*d, their ilumbers oj» the gsoottdi.. 



" m thofe ages itras-writ of 'CxceUeDce or moment bat laverit. TUi 

« was the dawn of poetry, which foon grew into rrpote j aj^ i$ 
" long as it fervM to fuch noble parpoles as religion and governmcati 
*< poets wercl highly hononrM, and admitted into a Aare of the »cU 
** miniftration. But by that time it anir'd to any perfeCtjoDf tke^ 
** purfu^d more mean and fervile ends \ and' as th^ profllti^tcd their 
'* mufe> and dcbaledr the fnbje^t, they funii proportionaUv in their 
*' edeem and dignity. As to the hiftbry of Oracles^ we find them 
'' mentioned in the very infancy of Gneee, and it is as uncertain 
** when they were finally extinct, as when they began. For they 
** often loft their prophetick faculty for fome time, and recovered it 
" again. I know *tis a common opinion, that they were univer** 
** fally filencM upon om" Saviour^s appearance in the world t And if 
" the Devil had been permitted fbr fo many ag^ to delude manr 
<* kind, it might probably have becii fo. But we are aflur'd fro;a. 
** hiftory, that ieveral of them continued *^tilf the reign of Juliaa 
** the apoftate, and were confulted by him t And therefore I look 
** upon the whole bufinefs as of human contrivance 3 an egregious 
*• impolhirc founded upon fuperftition, and carry'd on by policy and 
** intcreft, *till the brighter oracles of the holy fcriptures difpell'd 
" thefe mifts of error and enthufiafm.** 

V. 28 c. Pfelafgic, Dodonar^n Jove. J AcbiHes invokes Jupiter 
with tbele particular appellations, and reprefents to him the fervicei 
performM by thefe pridds and prophetr 3 making thefe honours, 
paid in his own country, his claim for the protcftion of this Deity*. 
yupker was looked upon as the firft caufe of all divination and 
oracles, from whence he had the appellation of vxtofAipaTof^ 
//. 8. V. »50. The firft Oracle of Dodona was founded by the 
Pelafgi, the moft ancient of all the inhabitants of Greece^ which i& 
confirmed by this vex£t. of Hepcd, prefervM by the Scholiaft on Som 
pboc/es TracbJn, 

Au^amvr fvyov rt TliT^aayuv s^f^roy Ipcoh 

The Oaks of this place were faid to be endowM with voice, and 
prophetick fpirit j the priefts who gave anfwers concealing them- 
ielves in thele trees ; a practice which the pious frauds of fuccecding 
ages have reoderM not improbable. 

V. aS8. l^bofe groves, tbi ScUi, race aufierei Ac.]. Homer Uxmt 
to me to fay clearly enough, that thefe priefts lay on the ^outwd -^^oA. 
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Who hear, from raftling oaks, thy daiic decrees ; 290 
And dlch dM htm, Im/f-'w^aSper'd ia the breeze.). 

Heir, 



Ibtkie tte bftth, to lumoor hy thefe tdbridfes the God they farMt 
Vbr he fays, ^o< fcutfji dftorrovohi and thit ^ §• can ia my ofi* 
nkm only figni^ for you, that it to £», 19 f^fi /^» ^d fif 
mtur Utmr. This example ia remarkably, bat I do not think k 
anf{iilar{ and the earlieft antiq^ty may Ibmiih ua with die like 
ef pagans, who by an. auAere life try'd to pleaie thdr Gods. Ne* 
i«ttheiert I am obliged tp iay, that Strah, who i^eaka at Jans of 
f^A SiW in his fevsnth book, has not taken this aoAerity of life 
W an eflfed of their derotion, but ibr a remjon of the groflnels of 
theh anceflors; who being Kurbarians, and firaying from country, 
to country, liad no bed but the earth, and never uied a bath. 
But it is no way unlikely that what was in the firft PeU^ism (who 
branded this Oracle) only cuftom and uie, might be continuM by- 
tilde priefts through devotion. How man]i» things^ dou we at this 
day fee, which were in their original only ancient manner, and 
which are continuM thro* seal and a fpirit of religion? It is very 
p^robable that thefe priefb by this hard living had a mind to attraft 
the admiration and confidence of a people who lov*d luxury and- 
delicacy fo much. I was willing to fearch into antiquity for the 
original of thefe Seiiif pnefts of ^upittr, but found nothing in an- 
cient as Homer \ Herodotus writes m his fecond book, that the Oracle 
iftf Dodona was the ancienteft in Greece, and that it was a long 
time the only one $ but what he adds, that it was founded by an. 
JBgyftian woman, who was the prieftefs of it, is contradi£bd by 
this paflage of Homer, who ihews that in the time of the Trtjem 
war this temple was ferv*d by men callM SeUi, and not by women. 
Straho informs us of a curious ancient tnulition, importing, that 
this temple was at firft built in Tbe/faly, that from thence it was 
earryM into Dodona ; that feveral women who ■ had placed their de- 
votion there, followed it ; and that in procefs of time the prieftelTes 
ufed to be chofen from among the defcendants of thofe women. To 
xetorn to thefe Silli, Sopbocla, who of all the Greek poets is be 
who has moft imitated Homer, fpeaks in like manner of thefe 
priefts in one of his plays, where Hercules fays to his fon Hilhn \ 
«< I will declare to thee a new Oracle,- which perfis^Uy agrees with 
** this ancient one ; I my felf having entered into the facred wood 
** inhabited by the auftere Selli, who lie on the ground, writ this 
«- anfwer of the oak, which is confecrated to my father Jupiter, 
M and which tenders hia oracles in all languages.** Dacier. 
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Hear, t8 of old ! Thoa gav^ft, at Tifehy tftxy'r, 
Crloiy to me^ aildtatiie &>'^i^/ de^yaSrr 



V. ftS9.] Homer iir tKirverTe ulet a ^rtM^wliicU'rtliitfe fiaji^dar 
and remarkalUe, vvi^wrm. : I ttmatit b«lii«i- tiMt it ira^ fput 
teply for WMfnTcng hut am- pcriuaded that ^a»' teem intloM 
ibone particiuar fenfe^ and Aews ibme coftom bat little known»- 
ivlHch I would wUliMlydiftp^. In t^»^(Wii# .•£ ^f^i*««' tlwt 
b this remarlc : *^ They callM thofe who fenrM in tbettaiple, and 
*' who explainM the Omekr rcnlenA ty tte fiMb, bfftfik^ 9t- 
imder'frepbets,*'* It is certain that there were in the temples ier- 
titon» or foMlerfl' mi«ll0cs, wIkt ftr thtf Mv ^ fife widertMfc 



to explain the Oracks which were obfcnre. This qiftom ieems 
very well efbbHfli'd fir the 1^» of EuripkUn wheiv that' yettn^ 
child (after hayinc faid chat the frieftete it feated oH the trnod^ 
and renders the Oriicles whiAji^oIlf dilates to her) addreiles huiH 
(ti£ to thofe who fervp '» the. eample^- tad bids tbepA ^ «i^ ^mdli 
m the Cafiahan fountain, to come again into the temple^ and explain 
the Oracldr'-t* thole ivte tetJd densand tbt'CxplicaikA-af tbitm. 
Hmer therefore means to Aew, that tbefe Selli were, in the temple 
•f DoJtHa, thofe fol)a!^t# mimftcrs that IdCerprated die Oraelca^ 
But this, after all, does not .appear to a^ree with the f^ent pa£» 
fage « For, befides thtt the cofbm wse not eftabfiih*d in Hm&H 
tkne, and that there is nofootiiep of it founded in that earfy a|e | 
thefe SeNi (of whom ffomer fipeaks) are not here mituft^ fnbo^inate 
t» ethers $ they are phdnty the diief pcistai The a^licfden of 
this word therefore muft be dfewhere ibii^t,. and I ihaU eflfer my 
conjeaure, which Tg^uiBd Qpoo the natiim «f thb Omde «i Duhni^. 
which was ^ery diffo-ent from all the other Oracles t In all othar" 
temples the pridbdeKver'd tber Ondet which' they bed retelv'd' 
from their Gods,, immediately: But in the tempie of Dcduia^ 
Jupiter did not uncr bis Oracks to his pridh, but to his Sellt\ he 
rendered them to the oaks, and the wondierful oaks rendered them 
to the priefts, who declared them to thofe who confulted them i: 
So thefe priefts were not propfvly vpo^^iftt*, fvophets, fince they 
did not receive thofe anfwers from the mouth* snF their Ood ' 



diately ; but they were vTro^nrayy under-prophets, becaufe they- 
receivM them from' the month of the oaks, if I asay iay fo# The 
-oaks, properly Ipeaking, were the prophets, the firft interpreters of 
Jupiter* % Oracles; and the SeUi were vvo^T«t| under- prophets,, 
becaufe they pronounced what the oaks had faid. Thus Homer, 
in one fingile woxd,. lAcludcs a very curious piece cf antiquity. 
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Lo to tbe. dangers of the figbtiog field 

The beft, the dearcft tf my frko^, lyitld i 29$ 

TJmx* ftilldetermtn^d. to my flups confin*dy. 

^atroe/tugone, I fiay bat half behind. 

Oh! be hif gnard thy pravidential care, . 

Confirm lis heaat, and ttrmg his arm' to war : 

Pre6*d by hls^fio^ ibrce, let MeS^(tr fee ^odt 

Hit fame-in araia BOC owmg att to me. 

Bat wbcn t&e fleetaiupe fav*d fion^lbet and ire. 

Let hfm with conqueft and renown retire : 

^referve his arms^ preferve his focial train. 

And fiife ietunt htm to* thefe ejes again f: 30J 

. Great Jove confents to half the chief *s reque^ 

But heav'n^s eternal doom denies thertiti. 

To free the fleet was granted to lui prayV ; 

His fafe return, the winds difpers'd in air. 

Back t» his tent the Hem Achiihs flies, ji^ 

^LAd waits the combate witb impatient eyes. 

.. Meanwhile the troops beneath Ptf/m/M^ care^ 

Invade ^t Trojans, and commence tbe war. 

V. 306. Great Jove tmfenti to balf,y Virgii. hat finely imiutcd 
tfiis in his xith Jtmid, 

Audilt,- & wti PUbBiu fuccedirt parttnu 
Mate dedity partem, tfolacres difperfit tttaatnu^- 
Sttmeret ut fubitd turbatam utorte CamiUam 
Annuit oranti ; redueem ut patrra aha ntideret 
' ITin dedft, in^ue hotti vteem vertire procelUt, 

Hi 
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As wafpSy provoked by children in their plaf ,. 

] our from their manfions by the broad high-way, 3 15 

In fwarms.the gailtlefs traveller engage. 

Whet all their flings, and call forth all their rage i 

All rife in arms, and with a genVal cry 

AfTert their waxen domes, and^ bozaing progeny. 

Thus from the tenti the fervent kgion fwarms, 32a 

So loud their clamours, and fo keen their arms. 

Their riiing rage Patrotlus* breath infpires, ^ 

W)^o thua inflames them with hcroick fircs.^ 



V, 314. Ji noafft prwoVdt Ac] One may obierfe, that tho* 
Vomtr fometiinei takes hif fimilltudei from the meaneft and Tmallcft 
things in nature, yet he orders it fo as by their appearance to figna* 
lize end give Inflre to his greateft heroes. Here he likens a bod^ of 
Mymidtm to a neft of wa(ps^ not on. account of their ftrengtb aM 
bravery, but of their heat and refetitment. Vhgii has inoitated 
fhefe humble comparifoniy as when be compares the builders of 
Carthage to bees. Homer has carry'd it a little farther in another, 
place, where he compares the foldiers to flies, for their bufy induftry 
and perfcverance about a dead bo ly } not diminiihing his heroes hy 
the fize of thefe fmaljr animals, but raiftog his comparifons from 
certain properties mherent in them,, which dciente our obii^vatioa* 
Eufiathiui 

This brings Tnto my mind a pretty rural ^mile in Spencer, whick 
is very much in the fimpUcity of the old father of poetry. 

» 
Ai gentk Jhepberd in fweet even-tide, 
ffloen ruddy Pheebus ^gins to welkt in ivejf. 
High on a kill, bis JUck to viewen wide, 
Marks ivbicb do bite tbeir bafty Juffer heft j 
A chud ©f cum^rwi gnats do him molejf. 
All ftriving to infix tbeir feeble flings, 
That from tbeir noyance be no nvUt can reft. 
But with bis cUwniJh band tbeir tender ivings 
Bt hmjhetb ofi, and oft doth mar tbeir murmuring^ 
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Oh wanion, parfners f^ jfchsiles* pmifef 
Be mindful of your deeds in ancient da3rs : j^j 

Your godlike mafter let )rotir a£b prodain^ 
And add new glories to his nnjghty name. 
Thinks your .(^ci^/iZf/ fees yoa fight : Belnnire^ 
Ami humble the proud monarch whom you fave. 
' Joyful they heard^ and kindling as he fpOke^ 350 

Flew to the fleet. involvM in fire and fmoke. 
From (hore to fhore the doubling fhobts refound,. 
The hollow fhips return a deeper found. 
The war flood dilly and all around them gaz'd^ 
When great AcWkt' Ihining armour bh^d : }|f 

V[ry iaWf and thought the dread AthilUi nigh^ 
At onee they fee, they tremble, and they %. 

Then firft thy ^pear» dmtte Pafrocitu f &sw. 
Where the war rag*d, and where the tumult grew« 
Clofe to the flern of that i^*d fhip, which bore 340 
Unblcft Proujtlaus to IHon-i fhore^ 
The great Fasonian^ bold Pyr/tcbmes, flood ; 
^Who led his bands from Jxim* winding flood) 
His fhoulder blade receives the fatal wound; 
The groaning warrior pants upon the ground. 3.45 

His troops, that fee their country's glory (lain,. 
Fly diverfe, fcatter'd o'fer the diilant plain. 
Patroelus' arm forbids the fpreading fires. 
And from the half busn'd flitp proud 7V^ retivas : 

ClearM 
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Cleared from the fmoke <he joyful navy lies : 35a 

In heaps on heaps the fDe tanraltnons fUe»i 

Triumphant Greece her refeoM decks afcelids. 

And loud acclaim the ftarry fegxon rends. 

So when thick clouds inwRq;> tite rooontain's head. 

O'er heav*n's expanfe Ifte one black cieling fpread : 35; 

Sudden, the ThundVer With a fiafliing ray, 

Barfb thro* the darknefs, and lets down die day : 

The hills fhine out, the rocks in profped rife. 

And jdreams^ and vales, and forefls fblke die eyes^ 

The 



V. 354. S9 mthm tkkk dMB> Im.T All l^ tawaitntatert take 

tills coxnparifon in ft fenfe differtnt from that in whidi- it it here 
tnnflated. Tbay fiippoTe Jh^iiter ii here defcribad cleaving the ak 
with a flaih of lightniog, and fpreading a gleam of light over a high 
IDOontaln, iwhioh a black doud held bvry'-d in darkneTt. Tkt 
application is made to Patroclus falling oa. the Irtysiu, and giving 
refpite to the Greeks^ who ware plung*d in obfcarity. Mi^htfbhii 
gives this interpretatioa, but at the fame time acknowledges it im- ^ 
proper in this comparifon to reprefent the extin£Hon of the flames 
by the darting of lightning. This explanation is folelf founded on 
the'expreflion rif^vrif§fira Zsi;V> fulgurator Jti^itery which epithet 
ii o^n applied when no Ibtfk aAioM b fiippofed. The flioft obvfbut 
fignification of the words in this paff^ge, gives a ttOR aacoral and 
agreeable image, and admits of a jufter application* The fimile 
feems to be of Jufiur difperfing a bkida cknid wfakh had cover*d 
a high movntain, whereby ji beaiKiiul profpaA, which was before 
hid in darknefs,. fuddenly appears. This is applicable to the prefent 
flate of the GrttUy after Pafrocbti h;id exHi)gtiimd the flaqies, which 
began to fpread dotids of fmoalc over the fleet. It is Homer's delign» 
in his. comparifbns to apply them to the moft obvioaa^ and fenlible 
image of the thing to be illuftrated i which JUa conuneptators too 
frequently endeavour to hide by moral and allegorical refinements ;. 
and thus injure the POet more, by attributing to him what docs not 
belong to him, thaa by rdvfing him whkt ia ^Mj hii own. 
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Tht fmlliog fcene wide opens to the iight, . ^<y 

And all th' unmeafur*d^//&^ flames with light.^ 

But Trey repuls'd^ and icattec*d o'er the plains, 
ForcM ^om the navy^r yet the fight maintains. 
Now evVy GreeJ^ fome hoftile hero ilew^ 
But dill the foremofl, bold Patroclus flew ; 36$ 

As Areiljcus had turn'd him round,. 
Sharp in his thigh he felt the piercing wound; 
The brazen pointed fpcar, with vigour thrown^ 
The thigh transfix^^d^ and broke the brittle bone: 
Headlong fie fell. Next Thoat was diy chance^ yi9 
Thy bread, unarm*d» received the Spartan lancer 
?hylidii' dart (at Amphrictu drew nigh^ 
His blow prevented, and tranfpierc^d* his tbigb^ 
Tore all the brawn, and rent the nerves away ^ 
In darknefs, and in death, the warrior lay. 57^ 

In e^al arms two fons of Neftor fland, 
Afid two bold brothers of the lydan band : 



It is orach the fame unage vnxh that of Mikon in his fecond book^ 
though applied in a very difterest way. 

^ when from moimtain tops the dufiy clouds 
jffcendingf wbilt tbe north wind fieeft, o^erjfread' 
HtarvrCt chtarful fact j the lowering eUmenS' 
Si-ovtls o'er the darkncd land^ipfnow orjhow^r j 
J^cbanct the radiant fun wtb farnoeU fweet 
Mxtend bis evening beam, tbe felds revive^ 
Tbe birds tbeir notes renew , tbe bleating herds 
JUte^ tbeir ^^ thai bill and vaUeiji ringf* 
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By great Airtilocbus^ Atymmus *C5, 

Pierc*d in die flank, lamented |routk f he lies. 

Kind Marisy bleeding in liis lirodier^ wound, 3^8^ 

Defends the breathlefs carcaft im the ground ; 

Furious he flies, his murderer to engage. 

But godly T^r^w^i/prevents his f8|;e. 

Between his arm and (hoolder aims a Mow; ' 

His arm falls fpouting oU the doll telow-: -^^ 

He finks, with endlefs darknefs coveted o*er, 

And vents his foul effused widi gufhing gore. 

Slain by two brothers, thus twol>rothers Ueed^ 
Sarpedon^s friends, Amfodarui feedj 
Amfoiarusy who, by furies led, '^<^ 

The bane of men, abhofd CSntnata bred ; 
6kill*d in the dart in vain, his (lotos expire. 
And pay the forfeit of their guilty Sire. 

Stopped in the tumult, CUobuhu lies. 
Beneath Oihui' arm, a livmg prize; 39 j 

A living prize not long the ^rtijau ftood ; 
The thirfly fiinlchron drank kb reeking blood : 



V. 390. Amifodaruty voho^ &c.] Amifidarus wu Kiqg of d* 
Wk.; BelUrdpbon married hia daughter. The ancients coefsM firom 
this pafTage that the Cbinuera was not a fi£tion, fince Hmier marks 
the time wherein ihe liv*d, and the Prince with whom ihe lii^*d$ they 
thought it was fome beaft of that Prince's.herds, who .being grown 
furious and mad, had done a great deal of mifchief, like the Cuifd^ 
man hoau Euftatbiuu 
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Placig'd in his throat the imakiog weapon Iiet{ 

Slack dead), aad ^te oDpitying, feal his efes. 

. Amii the msksy withmutualthirilofCune, 400 

Lycon the brave, aod fierce PemUm caoic^ 

In vain their jav'lins at each other flew, 

N0W9 met in arms, their eager f words thc^ drew. 

On the plumVl.creft of hv Bnpotiau foe^ 

The daring Lycoit .aim^d a. noble blow $ 40; 

^be fword broke ihprt ; but ht» Peneiut fped 

Full on the jan^tmeof the aepk and head i 

The heady -divided by a firoke (b ja&. 

Hung by the ikin : the body- funk to dulL 

Overtaken Neamas by Merhn bleeds, 410 

Pierc'd thro' th^ (hp^Ider as he mounts his fteeds % 
Back from the car he tambles tp the ground ; 
His rwimming eyes eternal ihades furroiind. 

Next Erymas was doom'd his hxst to feel, 
l^h open'd mouth received the Cretan fieel: 415 

Beneath the brain the point a pa&ge tore, 
CrafhM the thin bones, and drown'd the teeth ia gore : 
His mouth, his eyes, his noftrils pour a flood s 
He fobs his foul out in the gu(h of blood. 

Aswhen theibcks negledled by the fwain ^ 410 
(Or kids, or lambs) lie fcatterM o*er the plain, 
A troop of wolves th* ungarded charge furvcy. 
And rend the trembling, unreiiibng prejr. 

Tfatti 
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Thus on the foe the Greeks iiii|^taou8 cames 

Troy fled.; munlndful of her former ham» 4a; 

But ftUl at He^^ godlike JJax mm% 
Still pointed at his breaft, hts jav'lin flamed: 
The Trojan chief, experienced in the field, 
0*er fab broad fhoulders ipread the maffy fhield, 
Obferv'd the ftorm of darts the Grteiam pour, 430 

And en his buckler caught the ringing lbow*r« 
He fees. for Greece the fcalo of conqudl rife, 
Vetftops^ and^um^ and faves'hislovM allies. 

As when the hand otjifuez tempeft foms, 
And rolls the doud to blacken heav'n with ftorms, 435 
Dark o'er the fields th' afcendiog vapour flies. 
And fhades the fun^ and blots the golden ikies : 
So from the (hip^, along the doflcy plain. 
Dire F/igbt and Ten'vr drove the Trefan train. 
Ev'n He^or fled; thro' heaps of difiu-ray 44A 

The fiery courfers forc'd their Lord^iway;: 
While far behind hit Trofmj fall confus'd, 
Wedg'd in the trench, ia one vaft carnage bruiaM. 

V. 433. Ta ft^s, and turni, ami favts his hv'd aHfes,^ Btmer 

rcprcfents HeSfor^ as he retires, making a Hand from time to Ufmy 
to fave his troops : And he cxpreffes it by this fingle word avsfAifAJHp 
for ecvoc[A,i(^ni» does not -only fignify to ftay, but likcwHc in retiring 
to ftop from time to time ; for this is the power of* the ptepofitm 
ec*»y a» in the word av«fAfl^%e(rfia»i vrhich fignifics to fgbt by -fit 
anifiarti ; a>a»a^«»iw, to virefikjtveral tims, and in many others. 
puftatbius. 
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Chariots on chariots roll ; the clafhiog fpokes 

Shock; while the madding fteeds break (kort thdr ydkes: 44; 

In vain they labour op the fteepy monnd ; 

Their charioteers lie foammg on the ground* 

Fierce on the rear, with fhouts, Patrocius flies; 

Tumulcaouf clamour fills the fields apd ikies; 

TJudc drifts of duft involve their rapid flight ; 450 

Clouds rife on douds, And lieav*n is fnatch'd ^om fight. 

Th* affrighted fteecb, their dying Lofds caft down. 

Scour o'er the fields, and ftretch to readi the town. 

Loud o*er the rout was heard the vidor*s ciy. 

Where the war bleeds, and where the thickeft die, 45 j 

Where horfe and arms,, and chariots lie overthrown. 

And bleeding heroes under axles groan. 

Ko (top, no check the fteeds of Pekus knew 1 

From bank to bank th* inimortal courfers flew, 

Ifigh- bounding o*er the fofife: the whirling car 460 

Smocks thro' the ranks, overtakes the l^iog war. 

And thunders after HeBor ; He&or flies, 

Patrocius atiakt^ his lance.; but fate denies. 

Not with lefs noife, with lefs impetuous force;. 

The tyde of Trojans 4irge their defp*rate courfe;, 465 



V. 459. Frmi bank to hank tV immortal courfers fiew^ ftc.^ Hmatr 
bad made ofJitff^r^s horics all that poetry could make of commoa 
liid mortal horfes ; they ibuid on the bank of the ditchf foaming 
and neighing for madnefs that they cannot leap it. But the immor- 
tal 1ior(es oi AebiUes find no obftade \ they leap the ditch, and fly 
into the jplaiot Eufiatbiut* 

Than 
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Yhan when in Aatunm J^wn hit &iy ponrt. 

And earth is lotden wkh moefliint AxiwVs, 

(When guilty mortals break di* etenod laws, 

Qr >udges brib!^ betn^ de ri^bteooi Cfttffe} 

From tfafdr deep beds he bids the rxveti fife, 4.79 

And opens all t\yt AoOd-gata of ifce iues : 



V. 466. ^Tfon when in autmim Jove hts fury p oui i ■■ ■■■■ 
i t H %m guilty mrtak, iec,} 

The Poet in this ittM^of an iniuidatfcii> takiir'oaetfkll to KHeMtion a 

fentimcnt of great pietv^, that fuch calamities were the efFeds of divine 
juftice puniihing m Bta of mshikind* T1& inig^t probably reier to- 
the tradition of an univesfal dehige> .which was veiy coiQiQon among 
the ancient headibn writers j tnoft of them afcribing the caufe of this 
deluge to the wrath of iieaven provoked by the wickedne(s of men* 
Viodorus Si cuius, L 15. c, 5. fpeaking of an earthquake and inunda- 
tipmy which deftrofed a great part of Greece, in the hohilred and $rft 
CTympiad, has thefe words. There was a great difpute concerning the 
caufe of this calamity i H^e nMwral fhihfofh&s ge/kralfy afcrrbed fiteU 



events to necejfary caufes, not to any divine handt But.tkey who had more 
devout fentimentSf gave a more prc^abk account hereof^ ajf&tingy thkt k 
was the divine vengeance alone that brought this defiruSl^on upon mm who 
had offended the Gods with fheir impiety. And then proceeds to give 
an account of thofc eriaoes which drew down this puntihincnt upoa 
them. 

This Is one, among a thoufand inftances, of Homer^s indireA ani 
oblique manner of introducing moral fentences and in(lru£lion8. 
Thefe agreeably break -in upon his reader even in dcfcriptions and 
poetical parts, where one naturally experts onljf painting and amufe* 
ment. We have^ rhtnfr ptit upon us by fiirprunr, ind are pleasM to 
find a thing where we flxould never have looked to jncct with it. I. 
inuft Jlo a flobte StMiJh poet thi JufKceto cMjpm, that it is this par- 
ticular irt that is the very difthignifliing excellence <tf Cooper's Hiff^ 
tkronghotrt which^ the defcriptions of places, and images raifed by 
the -Poet, are itill tending to fome hint, or leading into' fomc reflec- 
tion, upon mbraH life or political inftitution: Much in the fapie 
manner ai fhe real light offdch fcenes and profpe^i is apt to give 
the mind a composM tofm,' and itidirie h to thooghts and contem- 
plations that have a relation to the obje^. 
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TV impetuous torrents from'tbeir hills olkfy, 

Whde fields are drownM, and nkniiitaios fwept awaf j 

Loud roars the deluge till it meets the main t 

And trembling man fees ail his labours vain. 475 

And now the chief (the feremoft troops repdrd) 
Back to the fliips his deftinM progreis hek^ 
Bore down half Troy in hb reiiftleis way. 
And forc'd the routed ranks to ftand the day. 
Between the fpace where filver ^/VvMi flows, 480 

Where by the fleets, and where the rampires rofe. 
All g^im in duft and Uood, Fafxochu ftamb. 
And turns the flaughter on the conquVing battds. 
Firft Prmous dy*d beneath his fiery dart. 
Which piercM below the (hield his valiant heart. 4S5 
Tbeftor was next ; who faw the chief appear, . 
And fell the vidim of his coward fSear; 
Shrunk up he (ate, with wild and haggard eye. 
Nor ftood to combate, nor had force to fly t 



V, 480. Betfoeen the Jpace where /her SiMon Jkmn, 

IVbefilAy the fiipt^ and where the ramies r^"} 

It looks at the firft fifht as if Psirechu was ver^. faekC^tl ta obeyios 
the orders of AchiiUs, when he hinders the Tnjam from afcerdirg to 
their town, and holds an engagement with *em betweeb the ihipS) 
the riveri and the wall. But'he Teems afterwards through veijr fai^ 
to have flipt his commands, for his orders were that he (honld drive 
'em from the ihips, and th^n preTently return j but he pioccedt Ini- 
ther, and his death is the confequeace. Mtffiaehiau 
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Fatroclus marked him as he (hannM the war, 490 

And with anmanly trembluigs (hook the car. 

And dropped the flowing reins. Him *twixt the jawa 

The jav'lin flicks, and from the chariot draws. 

As on a rock that over-hangs the madn. 

An angler, fladioas of the line and cane, 495 

Some mighty fiOi draws panting to the fhore; 

Not with lefs eafe the barbed jav'lin bore 

The gaping dallard : As the fpear was (hook. 

He fell, and life his heartlefi breaft forfook. 

Next on Ewjaius he flies; a flone 500 

Large at a rock, was by his fury thrown : 

Foil on his crown the ponderous fragment flew. 

And barft the hdm^ and deft the head in two: 

Prone x6 the ground the breathlels warrior fell. 

And tleatb invelvM him with the Ihades of hell. 565. 

Then low m <liift Epaltes^ Ecbiut lie^ 

fybeas, EwfpMSt Polymius^ die; v , . 

Amphoterusy and Erymas fuccecd ; 

And laft flefoUmus and Pyres bleed. 

Where'er he moves, -the growing-flaag^ters fpitad 5 ip 

In heaps on heaps ; a monument of dead. 

: When now Sarpt4^n his brave.friends beheld . 

Groveling in Juft, and gafping op the field. 

With 

V. 511. f^hen WTO Sarpe<lon, GTc] The Poet pftparing to recount 
the death of Sarpedon, it will not be 'unwrap \a ^s^ ^ ^»x^ ^ 
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With this reproach bis flying holl he warmss 

Oh (lain to honour I oh difgrace to arme f jq 

Forfake, ingloriousi the contended plain ; 

This hand, unaided, iball the war fodain : 

The ta(k be mine, this hero's firength to tr/. 

Who mows whole troops, and makes an army fly. 

He fpake; and fpeaking, leaps from qS the car ; 520 

Fatroclus lights, and Ilernly waits the war. 



Ibine particulars whidi confUtute a chara£ler die snoft UxlMt and 
amiable in the whole Iliad. This hero is by birth fuperior to all the 
chid's of either fide, bein|^ the only ib^ of Jntiur engaged in this 
war. His qualities are no way tuiworthy his deicent, fince he every 
M'here appears equal in valour, prudence, and eloqiienct, to the moi 
admired heroes: Nor are thefe excellencies blezniihed with any of 
thofe defe£ts with, which the. moft diftingutihing ch*raaers ^i the 
Poem are Aun*d. So that the niceft criticks cannot find^ny thing 
to oft'cnd their delicay, bat muf^ be obliged to own the manners of 
this hero perfect. His valour is neither raih nor boifterous \ hit 
pnidcnce neither timorous nor tricking ; and his eloquence neither 
Talk at' ve nor boaiHng. He never ieffoaches the livinga or infulti 
the dead : but appears uniform through liis conduct in the war, a£ted 
%vith the fame generous fentiments that engaged him in it, having no 
intereft in the quarrel but to fuccour his allies in diftrefs. This 
noble life is ended with a death as glorious ; for in hit laft momenta 
he has no other concern^ but for the honour of his friends, and the 
event of the day. 

Hwier juftly reprefents fuch a character to be attended with nni« 
vcrfal cftecm : As he was greatly honoured when living, he is as 
much lanlenlfid when ^mA^ m the chief prop of 9>«|fw The Poet by 
>iis death, eveti before that of Heaor, prepares us to cxpeA the 
4eftru£tion of that tcyim, vi heft ha two ptat defdiiMkrt m no more t 
and in order to make it the more fignal and remarkable, it is the 
only death in Cbt iJW atVMded ^kb prodigies : Even hie funerai is 
performed by divine afliilance, he being the only hero whofe body ia 
carried back to be mterred in his native country, and honoured with 
monuments ereAed to his fame. Theie peculiar and diftinguiihing 
honoms feem appreciated by our Author to him alone, as the re« 
vrard of a moot fuperior to all hit other iciii perfoA heroes. 

At 
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As when two vultars on tke moantain*s height 

Stoop with refoundtng pinions fo the fight % 

Tbej cufT, they tear, they riife a fcreamkig ciy : 

The dcfert echoes, «nd the rocks rej^y : 5 2 - 

The warriors thus opposed in arms, engage 

With eqaal chuaoars. and with equal nge. 

Jrve viewed the combate* whofe event forefiaen. 
He thos befpoke hts Siller and his Queen. 
The hour draws on; the deftinies ordain, 53^ 

My gOMJlike Ton Ihall preTs the Phrygian plain : 
Already on the verge of death he Aand^, 
His life is ow*d to fierce Pairoclu^'* hand^. 
What paflioi^a in a |>ftrent's breaH debate ! 
Say^ ihall I (natch him Irom impending Ate, 53; 

And 



V. t4V- Ai Vr^hfn Hff9 vuhurt.^ /Teiiifr comparer ^4itrecki an4 
SfVfeJon to two vulturs, becauf^ they appear tp Imb of equal ftrengtb 
and abilities* >vben they hod dtfinouote^ from their chan<>t<. F4>r 
this reiCon he has chofen to copap are them to birds of tbc fattie Jcind } 
as on another occaitoo, to image the like equality of ftrcngth^ he rcr 
fembles both Hefior and Patroclus to lions : But a little after this 
place^ diminifliing the force of Sarpftion, he compares him to a bull, 
and Patroclus to a lion. He 4ias placM thefk vuiturs upon a higlr 
rock, becaufe it is their nature to perch xboft, rather tihaa 'in t£e 
boughs of trees. Their crooked talons make them unfit to Mialic on 
the ground, they could not fight fteadily in the air, and therefore 
their fitteft place is the rock. Eufiatbius. 

V. 535. Sfiy, ^KiU I fnatcb bhn from mptnding fata.l It ^pears 
by this paflfage, that Homer W9S of Qpimoo, that the power of God 
could over-rule fate or deftiny. Jt has puzzled many to diftingulfli 
exactly the notion of the heathens as to this point. Mr. Dryden 
contends that Jupiter w^ ltmk«d by. the deAiniei, or (to nfe his ex- 
preilion) was no better than book-keeper to them. He grounds it 
upon a paflage in the tenth book of Vir^H^ 'wb&i«*}tt(ucr tbv^t^Iv^til^ 

K3 ^^iKA 
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And fend bim fiife to Lycia, diftant hx 
From all the dangers and the toils of war ; 
Or to his doom my braveft offspring yields 
And £atten with celeftial bh>od the field? 



thtt infbnce of Sarpedon as a proof of his yielding to the ^tes. Buf 
both thaty and bis citation from (kiid^ amounts to no more than thit 
3^iV^ gave way to deftiny; not that he could not pre^nt it) the 
contrary to which it plain from his doubt and dclibetatioa in tiut 
place. And indeed whatever may be inferred of other poets, Hmers 
opimon at leaft, as to the difpenfations of God to man^ b^s ever 
Icemed to me very clear, and diftin£lly agreeable to truth. We ihall 
find, if we examine his whole works with an eye to this do^ine^ 
fhat he afli^s three cauies of all the good and evil. that happens ia 
this world, which he takes a particular care to diftinguiA. Firft tbt 
nviii of Cod, fttperior to aljL . 

A»^ y f TEXliCTO &?M. //. 1 . 



Ztv<; dyu^ot Tt xaxot T« ^J^o*,— — — &C. 

^erondly defiiny or fattf meaning the laws and order elf nature af- 
fe£ttng the conftitutions of men, and dirpofiog them to good or eyi)» 
proi'perity or misfortune ; which the fupreme being, if it be his plea- 
lurt, may over-rule (as be is inclined to do in this place) but which 
he generally fufFerf to take effeft. Thirdly, our ovea fru^^t 
which eitho* by prudence overcomes thofe natural influences and paf* 
iluosi or by foliy fufficrs us to fall under them. Odjffl j, v« 31* 

'E^ if/u(u9 yelf fact kcLk <fAfCfv«»* ot ^i xai etvroX 
S^?0'iir ATa^'daXttJO'iv vvip firopov aXyi t^HOVt, 

Why charge mankind on hea^n their own offence^ 
And call ibeir ivoei the crime of providence f 
Blir.d ! ivho themjehes their mi/eries create^ 
And perijh hy their fnUy, wot their fate» 

Thtn 



} 
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Then thus the goddefs with the radiant eyes: 540 

What words are thefe ? O fov*reign of the ikies! 
Short is the date prelcrib'd to mortal mani 
Shall Jove, for one» extend the narrow fpan, 
Whofe bounds. were fix*d before hb race began? 
How many fons of Gods, foredoomed to death, 545 

Before proud Ilion^ muft refign their breath ! 
Were thine exempt, debate would rife above. 
And murm'ring pow*rs condemn their partial Jove* 
Give the bold chief a glorious ^te in fight ; 
And when th' afcending fool has wing'd her flight, 556 
LctS/eef and Deati^ convey, by thy command. 
The breathlefs body to his native land. 
His friends and people, to his future praife, 
A marble tomb and pyramid fhall raife. 
And lafting honours to his afhes^ give ; 5 5 $ 

His fame ('tis all the dead can have) ihall live. 



V. 551. Let Sleep and Death convey, hy thy command, 
Tbt bnatblifi body to bis native land."} 

The hiftory or fable received in Homer* q titnt, imported, that Satfedon 
was interred in I^a, hot it faid nothing of his death. This gave 
the Poet the liberty of making him die at Troy, provided that siifter 
his death he was carried into Lycia, to preierve the fable. The ex- 
pedient propofed by yuno folves all; Sarpedon dies at Troy, and is 
interr^fd at Lycia ', and what renders this probable is, that in thofe 
times, as at this day, Princes and perfons of quality who died in fo- 
reign parts were carried into their own country to be laid in the tomb 
with their fathers. The antiquity of this cuftom cannot be doubted, 
lince it was pra£tkred- ia the Patriarchs times : Jacob dying in EgyU, 
orders his children to carry him. into the land oi Canaan, where ne 
deiired to be buried. Gen, 49, 29. Dacier, 

• K4 "Sm. 
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Sbefaidi ib« doud-coiDpdler overcome^ 
Aflents to f«tc» Aod xatifiei tlie doom. 
THen, touched widi grtcT* tbf «ei|>iiig kearVu dUtitfd 
A ihowV of bkM a'flr all Ae faul fieM i . 560 

The God, kis eyes averting fi«ai the phin. 
Laments his fon, predeilm'd to bo flaio. 
Far from the Lycian Qyi^ttn, his hq>py native t^ign. 

Now met id ar|as» the cpmb^tatus appear. 
Each heav'd the ^]4> fi^ poi«*d Ae Jifted i^ear : i^y 
From flroDg PatrochW hand the j^v?liii fl^dj 
And pafs'd the groin of valilLQt ^hrafymitl^ 
The nerves unbr^c'd, no more hts bylk iiiftaili^. . 
He falls, and falling bites tbe bloody plaio* 
Two founding d^irtft the i-y^Viir Ifia^jsr thcew J 570 

The firfl aloof with ^ring A»7 Affw. 
The next tranfpicrc'd Athilki' oktftal ftccd. 
The genVoiis Fedafits^ of Thttait bccad ; 

fix'd 



V. 560. AJhv>i^rtfhU»d.'\ A I to I^Mn df « bloody colour, 
many bpth ancient and modern jiatunilii^s agree in ^ertine the r^> 
ality of fiich a^pe^aace^ though they accbupt for *em ^ifTerenrly* 
You may fee a very odd fdioticn of 'em in Suftafim, Note oa v. 76. 
of the eleventh ///«</. What fecms the m'o4 probable, is that of 
Fromondus in his Mfttordogv^ wlu> obfervM, that a ibower of this 
kind, v/hith gave great caule of wonder, was nptbing bof a quantity 
of very fmall red infedls, beat down to the ea^th by a heavy fliower^ 
whereby the ground vrts (jotted in feveral places, as with drops of 
bipod. 

V. 57a. "AK^^Vittt mortat Jfeed, 

For 
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Fix^d in the Ihoulder^s joint he reePd around ; 

Roll'd in the bloody dud^ and paw'd the flipp'iy ground. 

His fudden fall th' entangled barnefs broke; 

Each axle crackled, and the chariot ihook : 

When bold Automedon to difengage 

The fiartiDg coiirfers, apd reibrain their rage^ 

Divides the traces with his fword, and freed 5^^ 

Th* incumberM chariot from the dying deed : 

The refl move on, obedient to the rein ; 

The car rolb flowly o'er the du8y plain. 

The tow'ring chiefs to fiercer fight advancei 
And firfl Sarpedon whirled his weighty lance^ 58;^ 

Which o'er the warrior's fhoulder took its courfe. 
And fpent in empty air its dying, forc^ 
Not fo Fatrodu^ never-erring dart; 
Aim'd at his bread, it pierc'd the mortal part' 
Where the ftrong fibres bind the folid heart. 590 

TheOy as the nduntain oak, or popkr tall^ 
Or pine (£t xxud for fome great admiral) 
Nods to the Vft^ 'till with a groankig found' 
Itfiiiks, and ^feftds its honours on-the ground :: 



} 



T'W the otfatr two? licdea ^ AchilUt^ XanthuttTA BaUus^ wereim* 
mortal, at we Iwve alrea^ icea in this book. *Ti8 a merry conceit 
of EuftathiMti tbat Pedafus is only faid to be mortal, becaufc of three 
borfet he onlf was a gelding. *Ti« pity foot Pedafus had not a bet- 
tor fate- to iiav^secoispeaicd tii»loieof hit iaunortalky. 



€fc, 



"Vsssaw 
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Thas fell the King s and laid on earth fupine, 595 

Before his chariot (Iretch'd his form divine : 

He grafpM the doft diftaioM with dreaming gore» 

And pale in death, lay groaning on the (hore. 

So lies a boll beneath the lion*8 paws. 

While the grim favage grinds with foamy jaws 600 

The trembling limbs, and fucks the fmoaking blood; 

Deep groansy and hollow roars, rebellow thro^ the wood. 

Then to the leader of the Lycian band 
The dying chief addrefs'd his lad command. 
Claucus, he bold ; thy taik be firft to dare 605 

The glorious dangers of deftrudive war. 
To lead my troops, to combate at their head. 
Incite the Fiving, and fupply the dead. 
Tell 'em, I charged 'cm with my lateft breath 
Not unrevengM to. bear SarpedotCi death. 6x0 



V. 605. Glaucus ht hldy &c] .This dyfsg fpeech of SafeioH de- 
ferves particular ngtlcCy being made up of noble fendments, an^ faliy 
anfwering the chanidler of this brave and generoua PrinoCa which be 
preferves in his laft moments. Being fenfible of approtching dcatbj 
without any traixTports of rage, or defire of revenge he oiUs to h^ 
friend to take care to preferve his body and arms from becoming a 
prey to the enemyi and this he iay» widioot aoy scgtid to himfel^ 
but out of the mod tender concern for his friend*s. repotatfoa, who 
muft tor ever become infamous, if he fails in this point of honour 
and duty. If we conceive this faid by the expiring hero, his dying 
looks fixed on his wounded difconf^Iate frieiid, the ipour remain* 
ing in his body, and the vidor ftanding by in a kind of extafy fnrrcy- 
iog his conqueft ; thcfe circumftances will form a very aaoving pic- 
ture. PatroclMX all this time, either out of homaatty or fiirpfife^ 
omits to pull out the fpear, which however he does not long forbeas^ 
but with k drawing forth his vitals, puts a period to this gallant life* 



1> What 
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What griefy what ihame maft Glaucus undergo. 

If thefe fpoilM anns adorn a Grecian foe? 

Then as a friend^ and as a warrior^ fight; 

Defend my body, conquer in my right; 

That taught by great examples^ all may try -615 

Like thee to vanquifliy or like me to die. 

He ceas'd ; the fates fupprefs*d his labouring breath. 
And his eyes darke«*d with the fliades of death. 
Th* infulting vi^or with difdain bdbode 
The prollrate prince, and on his bofom trod ; 620 

Then drew the weapon from hn panting heart. 
The reeking fibres clinging to the dirt; 
From the wide wound gu(h*d out a ftream of Ifood, 
Aid the foul ifluM ia the purple flood. 

His flying fl«eds the AQotAikrxdetain, 625^ 

Unguided now, their nflghtytfii^er flaln. 
All-impotent of aid, transfixed With gric( 
Unhappy C/tffMwj heard the' dyiag chief^' 
Hb painful arm, yet ufdefs with the bout 
Infliaed kte by 7iiKtr\ deadly dart,. i^ 

Supported on his better hand he flay *d; 
T* Pbcthm then ('twas all be could) he fffayM^. 

Allieeing Monarch' whether ZjkiVs coaft. 
Or facred Mion^ thy bright prefence boaft, . 
Powerful alike lo eafe the wretch's finart ^ ' 63; 

Okbeir flw! God o£cv'ry healing ani' 
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Lo! ftiff wick clottfd Ufl6d» i»i picrc'd wdtk piin^ 

That thrills my arn^ and flioots thm^ €W*rf tciqi 

I Hand unable to ftifinbi tb^ {pear. 

And iigh, at difbnfa fr«pi tj^^ gkmno Vf^^ 640 

Low in the dail if peat €arp4dm laid. 

Nor Jove vouchfaf *d hk baplc£i of spring aid. 

But thout O God af Heabhl thy faccour knd^ 

To guard thf reliqu^s i>f «iy ilan^ier^d Aiand* 

For thou, tho' di&wt, aaaifti«tora Iny Q^ht, 64$ 

To head my Ijaatu, ^^i fnppG^t>A« fig^*' 

>^j^//0 heard 1, |u»4i«PFluat a» be ftea^. 
His heav'nly hand vofk^^d thie flax 1^ Uaotf : 
He drew the dolours fioin the wonaded p9rt» 
And breath'd a fpirit in Us li&ig h«urft. <^ 

Renewed by art divipe, |i^ hero ^andi^ 
And owns th' aMm^ fif 'fpp/9f^,h¥U^ ., 
Firft to the fight his i^ativa t,raa(tt b^ warm^ . 
Then loudly calls on frofs vi^di^vjc arms ; ■ 



V. 637. ■ w J Pi^r^fi.wiU^f^ , _. ,. 

That tbriUi mf arm, andjhoois tbro' f^rf v^] 

There (eemt to be an overfight m this place. GUucus in t^ tweif^, 
book had beeo.#«im^e4'Vitb.an.»rfDiir bfr fhlrir, a« tbi aftlMlb^^ tfta 
'Wall J and here (0 loKg afler^ ,we Qnd him ftill on^ t;he field^ in the 
fiarfeft ar^uijh ^ Hk ^ttPomkl; the ^hod nit h^ yet fiimd^fi ttc. in 
the rpeech that next follows to IkSior, there is alio foiocthing Jiithit 
to cenfure, when he hnptites to the negligence of tic Ttrojam the 
death ofSarfedon, of which they knew nothing tiU^ tha^ very ipe^ 
informed *ein. I beg lea?e to paA over thefe things without expofing 
€r defending them ; thou^ fuch mr thefe inSy be CtSBfkm igauaiM^ 
for a moft inveterate war amolig the criticks, 

Widi 
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With amplt ftndos lid ftaths from place to ^acc r 65 5 

Now fires Jgeni^r n^^ P^I;^damM\> 

jEneoj next, and ^^r^^ he aocofts f 

Inflamiog thas the ittge of aH their hoftsb 

; What dioughts, reganMefii chief ! ehylntaft^eaij^ejrr ' 

Oh too forgetful of dia Mends of TWf / ' 66ol> 

Thofe gto'roiifl friends, who, from their cocmtix fiuy ^ 

Breathe their brave fools out in another*! war. 

See! where in ddft the great ^^xF^^i^ lier^ 

lo adion valiant, tad in ^coonc^ wiley. 

Who guarded right,^ and kept hii people free; M$ 

To all his Lytians loft, and loft to theef 

Stretch'd by Patrocltu" arm on yonder plains,. 

Qh fave from hoftile nge his lov'd remains r * 

AhletnotGn?rf«ihi4conqtiw^d tidf&es bodily '^- ' - ^^ 

Nor on his corfU^enge her ie*i6fltt16flfr' -• •^"* ' Hj^ 

. He fpoker ejteE leader In his grtrfpartboS,' " ^^ 

Trcy^ at the lofe, tkro' aB her legions fhooW. * ' ' 

Transfixed ifWi decp^regrek, Aey view b*ferthl-owft ' 

At once his country^! pillar, imd thdr'own • • - • 

A chief, who led to TV^'s beleaguered wall 675 

A faft of >e*oa», M^^iit-fliinVl them rfl. ^ \ ' 

rVidtW rufli MTi Fiift//«a»-feek8 the foot, ^ 

And with (operior vengeance greatly glows. . 

But o'er the dead .the fierce Patmlus SwB^h 
And rouzfflg j^mc, rouzM die Bft*nidg bdnds. * ' ' BSo' 
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. Heroes, be men I be whatyoa were before^ 

Or weigh the great occafion, and be more. 

The chief who taaght our lofty walls to yieki^ 

Lies pale in death, extended on the field. 

To guard his body Troy in nugdiers flies i 685 

!Tii half the glory to mabtain our prize. 

Haftc> Iktip his arois^ the flaughter round Iiim fpread^ 

And fend the living Lycians to the dead. 

The heroes kindle at his fierce command^ 
The martial fqoadrons dofe on either hand : 690 

Here Troy and I^da charge with loud alarms, 
Th^aka there^ and Grac$^ oppofe their arms. 
With horrid ihodts thiy circle round the flain ;. 
The chrfh of armour rmgii o'er all the plain. 
Great 7*^f fofwell the horrm of the fight, 69$ 

O'er the fierce armies ppdn pemidoos N^t, 
And ro^nd his fon jGoafflttDd& the warring hofts,, 
His fate ennobling with a ao^ of ghofts. 

Now Grtett givesway, and great Lfigtui £dls; 
.AgacUui' fiso, from Biu&uMhloitY waUsi ... . 700 



y . 696. Gngt Jov»— — V ib9jim§ mmm^oim pmafima I9S^,\ 
Hmer calls here by the name of Night, the whirlwinds ii thick duit 
which rife from beneath the feet of the combetatfls» aski wMi- 
hinder them from knowing one another. Thus poetry kqows how 
to convert the moll natur ^ things into ipiracles ; thcK two amies 
are buried in duft round SarptdciCz bodv ; ^xkyufiter who pours a|on 
them an obfcuie night, to make the battel bioodierj and to hoaous 
the fiioeral of hit b^ by a greater nambcr of W^Ums* ^afbiuu. 

Who 
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Who chasM for murder thence, a fuppliant came 

To Peleus, and the illver-footed dame; 

Now fent to Troy, Jfbilhs' arms to aid. 

He pays due vengeance to his kiniman's ihade. 

Soon as his Iuckle(s hand had toach*d the dead, 705 

A rock^s large fragment thanderM on his head ; 

HarPd by HeOorean force, it cleft in twain 

His ihatter'd helm, and ftretch'd him o'er the flain. 

Fierce to the van of fight PatrocUu came; 
And, like an eagle darting at his game, , 710^ 

Sprang on the Trojan and the Lfdan band ; 
What grief thy heart, what fiuy nrg*d thy hand. 
Oh gen'rous Greek I when with full vigour thiowB 
At Sthenelaus flew the weighty ftone. 
Which funk him to the dead : when Trty, too near 715 
That arm, drewbadcj and Hea^r leirn'd to liear. 
Far as an able hand a lance can throw. 
Or at the lifts, <» at the fighdog foe; 
So far the Trojans from their Imes retired s 
*Till GAnvor/ turning, all the reft iiifpir*d» 7^ 

Then Bathyclam fell beneath his rage^ 
The only hope of Chakonh trembling age : 
Wide o*er the land was flretchM hiii large domaiiv 
With flatdy feats, and riches, Ueil; in vain: 
Him, bold with youth, and eager to purfue y^i^ 

The fiyhagLfcioMi, GJatfet/smtt, mdikwy 

PkK'd 
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Pierc'd thro^ the bofim with a fodden wound. 

He felly and falling, made die fields refoond. 

Th' Acbaians forrow for tbeir hero flain j 

Witk conqu*ring (hoots iht-Trcjans fha^e the plain, 736 

hfA croud BO ip63 the dead : The Greeks oppofe ;. 

An iron circle round the carcaft grows. 

Then brave Laogonus re(ign*d his breath, 
DifpatchM kif Merion to the (hades of death : 
On Ida's holy hill he made abode, y^^- 

The prieft of Jove; and hohdurM like his God*. 
Between the jaw and ear the }av'lin went; 
The foal, exhaling, i^^d at the vent. 
His {ptKT Jffnea/ at the vi^or threwy. 
Who (looping forward from the death withdrew; 740 
The lance hifsM hannlcfs o'er his cov'nng fhield. 
And trembling (troo'k, 'and rooted in the field ;■ 
There yet fcarce fpcnt, it quivers on the plain,. 
8ent by the great J£neas^ arm in vain. 
Swift as thou art (the raging hero aiesj 74^ 

Aiid (killM ui dancing to difpute the prize. 
My fpear, the dcftin'd paiTage had it found; 
Had fix'd thy a6Ure vigoui- to the ground. 



V, 746. And Jkiird in dancing.'] This ftroKe of raillery upon 
Mmmes is founded oa the cuiloni of hrs country. Tcr rhe CretMH^ 
nverc peculiarly addidted to this excrcife. and in . .i: -..*..■ i..- £ ,a co 
have invented the P)rmk>dMice> ^kh. w:»? «-*>^:.".-^ ** • ',rt.-'^ne> 
armour. Sec Note on v. 797. in the 13111 j . ; 
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Oh valiant leauiercf the iUn&i«iieftf - . 
(Infulted M^/0«.tba»feMtttlicbcMA) 750 

Strong as you arc, *-!» tnbfcal^ftrco yo« tni#^ 
An arm as ftrong rutj ftretcb thee m t^ 4iift« - 
And if tQ tbii my lance thy iHe be ^v*i>. 
Vain are thy vaunts; Succef&is flili Ivom heav*jsf 
This iaftant fends thee down to Pkti^^ coa(^^ 75^ 

Mine is the glory^ his thy parting ghe(t 

O friend: (Mitmtim^ Ton this «i^wer gftvc) 
With words to combatey iM befib ihe bfiave t 
Not empty beafts the ibas ef 7r9y Tcpt 1, 
Your fwords muft pfamge them "to the flmdes of keK 76a 
To fpeak, befeemi the ceaadl 1 hut to daie 
In glorious adlioo^ is the ta& of ifrar * 

This faid, Patrvctut ^A the bittd flict r ' 
G f f a t Mirkn fblloivi, end new ftoots attife t 
Shield?, helroeu ratric, as the Warriors elofe ;: 765 

And thick and he«^y foonds the florm of blo<w. - ** 
As thro' the (hritling'Ylii^, i)t micfritiiin grOdnd, " ' " ' 
The labours fef the woodman's axe refourtd 5 
Hows following btows are heard re echoing wide^ ' 
While crackling forefts faH on ev'iy fide. 77© 

Thus echo'd all the fidds with loud alarms^ 
So fell the warriors/ and fo rung thair arms. 

Now great Sarpedon-y on the fandy Ihore^ 
Wi heav'niy foiai defac*d with dull and gore^, 

^e.4 
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And ftack with dam by waniog heroes ihed, 775 

Lies andiftiogaiih'd ffom. the Vnlgir dead. 

His long difpoted corfe ihe ducft indofe. 

On evVy iide the bufy oombate grows ; 

Thick as beneath fome ihepherd's thatch^ abod^ . 

(The paik h%hfoaining with a milky &x>d} 760 

The basszing flies, a perfevering train, 

Incei&nt fwarm, and chas'd retarn again* 

J9ve view*d the combate wtdi a fiera fiinrey. 
And eyes that flaih^d intolerabit d^y ; 
FixM on the field his Aght, his breaft debates 785 

The vtngeance due, and meditates the fatep^; 
Whether to ufge. their prompt e0ed» and call 
The force of Hf^tfr to P^/ro^/w' fall. 
This inftant fee his ihort-livM trophies won. 
And ilretch him breathlefs on his ihiughter*d fon ; 790 
Or yet, with. many a foul*s untimely flight. 
Augment the fame and horror of the fight 
To crown AcbiUii* valiant friend with praife 
At length he dooms; and that his laft of days 
Shall fet in glory ; bids him drive the foe ; 795 

Nor unattended, fee the fhades below. 
Then He^or^s mind he fills with dire difmay ; 
He mounts his car, and calls his hods away. 
Sunk with Tny$ heavy fates, he fees decline 
The fcales of Jove, and pants with awe divinfiw &00 

Then, 
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Then, nor before, the hardy Lycittm fled^ 
And left their monarch with the common dead: 
Around, in heaps on heaps, a dreadful wall 
Of carnage rifes, as the heroes fall. 
(So Jo^ decreed !) At length the Greeks obtain 805 
The prize conteiled, and defpoil the flaia 
The radiant arms are by Patrocitts bome^ 
Patroclus'* (hips the gloriotts fpoils adonis 

Then thos to Pheebus^ in the reakas above^' 
Spoke from his throne the cloud compelling J^ve. 8 id 
Defcend, my Pbetbus ! on the Phrygian plain. 
And from the fight convey Sarpedon fkin ; 
Then bathe his body in the cryfUI flood, 
With dull diihonour'd, and deform*d with blood : 
O'er all his limbs ambrofial odours fhed, t\^ 

And with celeftial robes adorn the dead. 
Thofe rites difcharg'd, his facr^d corTe bequeath 
To the fofc arms of filent Sleep and Death i 
They to his friends the mournful charge (hall bear, 
His friends a tomb and pyramid fhall rear ; 820 

What honours mortals after death receive, 
Thofe unavailing honours we may give ! 

• Jpollo bows, and from mount /i/a*s height. 
Swift to the field precipitates his flight; 
Thence from the war the breathlefs hero bore, ' S^S 
Veird in a cloud, to filver Simns* fliore ; 



2j6 homer's ILIAD. Book XVI. 

There bathM kis honourable woiui^y and chreft 

His manly members in tb* immoita] Teil ; 

And with perfanes <d A^eet aoibroftal dews, 

JRedores his frefhnefsy and his fnrm renews. 8'j# 

Tlien SUep tod i>M^y twa Twios of wioged race^ 

Of matchlefs fwiftnefsy but of filent pace. 

Received Sarpedon^ at the God*s command|. 

And in a moment reached the Lycian land r 

The corfe aqmUl his weepisg friends they laid, I3 j: 

Where endltis honours wait the facrcd fhodov 



V. Sti. 7%iH Sfifp mid Dttth, iuA Ik Is the neiton ef £i/#*^ 
thht, that by this interment of SMrf^catn, where S/ntf^ and Dmth Mf 
concernody //0Mr«r feemt to iathnete, thit there wtt nothing eJfe bvt 
en empty monument of thtt hera in Lycia f for he deliirers him not 
to any real or fpUd oerfoni^ but to certejn unfubftantial phantoma ta 
conduct his body thither. He was forced (coAtinuei my author) to 
make ufe of tliere machineSf fince there were no other deities he 
iould with any lilcelihood «m|k^y «he^ thia work^ for ^ht anoieott 
(»8 appears from Eurifidfs, Hi^Uto) had a fuperftition that all dead 
bodies were offieofire to the Gods, they being ot' a nature celcftial and 
uncorruptible. But this loft remark is impertinent^ Aoce we fee iiv 
this very place jlf^lto is efnpk)y*d ia adorning and embalming the 
body oi Sarfedcu, 

What i ttiiftk better accounts for the paffage, is what Pti/afiratus 
in Heroicis affirms, that this aUudes to a> piece of antiquity. ** The 
•* Lya'ans fliewed the body of Sarfedon,, ftrewed over with aromatical 
** fpices, in fuch a grteefwl com^tpfyre, thikt he (eemed to be only . 
'* aHeep: And it was this that gave "rife to the fiftion of Homer, 
'* that his rites were perfornped hif Sltt^jmA Dcatb.^* 

But after, all thefe refinM obfcrvations, it is probable the Poet in* 
tended only to reprefent ttee death o^ tftiis favourite fon of yufittr, 
and one of his amiable charaiflera, in a gentle and agreeable view^ 
without any circumftancei of dread or horror j Intimating by this 
fi^ion, that he was deUverttd out of «I1 the ttipulu and tniicxiet of 
Mfe hy jtwo imaginary Deities, Stiop and Death, who alone can give 
•lankind eafe and txemptiop ium their (ai$f9i$unM» -. 

' Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile Patroclus pours along the plains. 
With foaming, obwrfers, and with loofeii*d nka$. 
Fierce on ^ Trojsm and tht Lyeian pew^ 
Ah blind to fate I thy hcadtog^ luiy flevr : ^^ 

Againft what fate and po«r*r(ul Jnae onUiav 
Vain was thy friend's toaMDotad, th^ ooiiM^ vtin. . 
For htf« ike God, vrhofe cemif^ds luic^iiivoat^d 
Difmay the mighty^ and con&wnd the hM^ 
The God Who gms^ re&mo^ and Orders aU, J4J 

He urg'd thee on, and ufg'd liitt on t» fall. 

Who £rft^ hni9« km! l))r thai avaa 19^ tkinv 
Who lad, beneath Iky vengeance prefi'dtlMpittui I 
When heav*a kitslf tky fatal firy led^ 
And caird to fiK fke iHniAet of the dM ? 9^ 

A/reflu$^^\ -<^ilr/l»«»/thett ftltcewfe; 
ifr^r/tff Mows; next 70tmg2lft;$;4fi^bfeted^r ■• 
^^)?0r, Aff«a%«jbitothegt«tmdf 
The ilaughter, Eiafia and Mit^#r e^tmrn'^d : 



V. 847. n^fifi^ tMme%»9y^teCi' tVeiSift ia s'vVry'fflttVini 
aod Iblcmn way tun» hit diiconHe to JVfindbt. He does not acm 
his mufe, as it is -ufual with him to do, but inqui^ of the hero^ 
bimfelf who was the Mk» nii w^ thf kl^ iwho/«Urh» yftUfM? 
This addrefs .difllinguiihes and fignalizes Ki/r0rZvj, (to whom H«mer 
ufes It more fite^mtlfy tina 1 rattmbiT on any other •occiifea) ao 
if he was feme genius or divine being, and at the ikme time it it 
very pathetical, and apt to vM9t otN' coflipafiea* Tba iiiine kind-oC 
apoftrophe is uied by Fhpi to Camiila* 

S^um teU-frimm, paemf^ftrmmm, ^flfttiw wwy V 
Dtjicit f Am put hmm mtrUati^ ttrfwm fiwdit f 
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Then funk Pylartes to etenul n^bt ; %^ j 

The reft diipetfing, fraft their £itcs to flight- 

Now Tro^Yiwi ftoop*d beneath his matchlefr powV, 
Bat flaming PMut kept the iacred tow*r. 
Thrice at the battlements Patrochu ftiook» 
Hisblazbg^jptf rhrioeu^/#fluxric: 860 

He try'd the fourth; when, b«rftittg firom the dood/ 
A more than mortal voke was heard aloud. 

Patroclus! oeafe; This hear*n-defended wall 
Defies thy lance ; not.fiued yet to Mi 
Thy friend* thy greater 6r, k Ihatt withfland^ 665 

7roj flull not fl»op ev'n to AtUlU*^ hand. 

So fpoke the God, who darts oeleftial fires: 
The Guek obeys him, and with awe retires. 
While HtSlor checking at the ^caan gates 
His panting couriers, in his breaft debates, 879 

Or in the field his forces to employ. 
Or draw the troops within the wsdls of Ti^. 
Thus while he thought, befide him Tbmhus ftood, 
la JJmC fliape^ wjio i«ignkl by ^mgar^i floods • 
4Thy brother, HictAaf frcmi Bjmat fprung, S75 

A valiant wanior, hanghty, bold, and young.) 
Thus he accofts him. What a flumeful fight! 
Gods! is it Hiiior that forbears the fight? 
Were thine my vigour, this fuccefsful fpear 
Should foon f;pnviDce thee of (b fidfe a fear. 880 
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Tarn then, ab turn thee to the field of lame» 
And in Patroclus* blood' efFtce tby (haipe. 
Perhaps Jpoiio (hall thy arms facceed. 
And heaven ordaios him by thy lance to bleed. 

So rpoke th* infpiring God ; then took his flight 885 
And plmigM amidft the tamnlt of the fight. 
He hidtCiirion drive the rapid car ; 
The la(h rcfounds, the courfers roih to war. 
The God the Gnciam finking fools depreft. 
And pottr*d fwift fplrits thro**eadi frtyan breail. 890 
Tatroclus lights, impatient for the fight $ 
A fpear his left, a done tmfiayt his right r 
With all his nerves he drives it al the foe; 
Pointed above, and rough and grofs below : 
The felling ruin cruih^d Cebrion^s head« 895 

(iThe lawlefs oflnpring of King Prum'% bed,) 
His front, brows, tyti^ one andifliogui(hM wound. 
The boriUng balls drop fightlefs to die ground. 
The charioteer, while yet he held the rein. 
Struck fi-om the car, falls headlong on the plain. '900 
To the dark (hades the foul unwilling gh'des, ' ' '' . 
While the proud vidlor thus his fall derides. 

Good heavens! what adive feau yon' artift ihows. 
What ikilful divers are our PbrygianJoes F 



V. 904. JFbat jmtfil S-vers, kt.'\ The ortpnaf it literally thus : 
7i> fitjf be U mt marw the fia, bt wmU fwmf» Xfiti fmimn** «/ 



U(^(.^tdi 
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Mark with what cafe they Hiik: imo the ikixi \ 90J 

Ficy f that all their fifiaice it by ba^. 



txcelknt oifters, ami tbt florms itwtld not Jrigbten bim ; fee hom he est* 
trdjet and,plungtt from rhetfcf bU ebafiot info the ^din ! /We vmB 
tbiik^bat ihen were pub good diven at Troy ? 'This- ieems to be a 
JiHie too Tonf ; and if this paHage be really Homer' %^ I could almoft 
fwear that be intended toiet u« know, that a good ibidier bmj bt an 
indifferent jefter. But I very much doubt whether this paffage be 
iiis : It is irtrf likely thefe fiTt laft rtxiet were added by fane «f the 
ancient criticks, whofe caprices Homer has frequently undergone : or 
perhaps fome of the rbapdfedMb^ who m reciting his TerTea, maM 
additions of their own to pleafe thdr auditors. And what per> 
fuades me of its being (o, is, that 'tis by Ho means prob^le that 
Patroelusy who had lately }a\^rotAMerients for his Uttle railiery againft 
JEneas, and told him, " that it was not by raillery or inventive that 
*' they were to repel the TrejatUy but by dint^ blows 9 that Covn*' 
*' cil required words, but War deeds :'* It is by no means prDbabie> 
I (ay, that the fame Fatrocha Ikould forget thaft Twrilent pcecept, 
and amufe himielf with raillery, efpecially in the fight of He9or, I 
am therefore of opinion that Fatrnkn faid no mere than this Terfe, 
^ 9ro?roi, &C. Good Gods ! wbat an aSive Trojan it ity awd bow 
<leverly be dives ; and that the five following are ftrangers> tho* very 
^ ancient. Dacier. 

I muft juft take notice, that however mean or ill-placed thefe 
railleries may appear, there have not been wanting iuch food lovers 
-of Homer as have admirM and imitated them. Mibon hinafelf is of this 
number, as may be fees from thofe very low jefts^ wiiieh he has put 
into the mouth of Satan and kis angels in the fixth book. What 
jEneas fays to Meritmes upon his dancing, is nothing fit trivial as thofe 
lines ; where after the difplofioa of their diaboliod CQgiAry, angiel 
rolling on archangel, they are thus derided. 



-W^ben V)e propottnded letmt 



Of comf^on, firait tbey cbang'd their mmbg 
Flew off, and into firange vagaries fell^ 
'As tbey nvould dance ; yet for a dance tbeyfetfifd 
Swtfmviae etetravagmm and wild, ferhaps 
. For joy of offer* d pea ce ■ & c. 

terms that amused ""em all. 
And fumbled many ; lobo receives tbem right 
Had- need from bead to foot well underftaeid s 
Mt'tmdttjlMr tbk j^t tbty baveJ^fidts, 
Tbey Jhivf m wbcn wr /oei loalk mx w^^bt. 



^Vs. 
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Then rufliing fiklden on his proflrate prize. 
To fpoil the carcafe fierce Patr^clus flies: 
Swift as a*lioD> terrible and bold. 
That fweeps the fields^ depopabtes the fold ; 910 

P;erc*d thro* the dadnilefs heart, then tumbles fiain ; 
And fromhis fata! courage finds his bane. 
At once boldHr^^r leaping from hisr car. 
Defends the body,' and provokes the war. 
Thus for fome flaughter'd hind^ with equal rage, 9 1 5 
Two lordly rulers of the wood engage; 
Stung with fierce hunger, each the prey invades. 
And echoing roars rebellow thro' the (hades. 
Stern Ht^orhi^em on the warrior'* head. 
And by the foot Patr$clut drags the dead. 920 

While all arti'und, confufion, rage, and fright 
Mix the contending hods in mortal fight. 
So pent by hills, the wild winds roar aloud 
In the deep bbfom of foine gloomy wood -, 
Leaves, arms^ and trees aloft in air are blown, 925 

The broa(l oaks crackle, and the Syhans groan; 
This way aiid that, the ratt'Iirig thicket bends. 
And the whole foreft in one crafh defcends. 
Not with lef^ noife, with lefs. tumultuous rage. 
In dreadful fhock the mingled hods engage.. 930 

Darts ihow'r'd on darts, now roand the carcafe ring ; 
Now flights of arrows bounding from the firing : 

Vol. IV. L %v5»k^ 



} 
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Scones (bOow fioaesf tomt cbctcr oil Ae fiddly 
Sone hard and htavy, fluke die iipavdiBg ffii«Up. 
Bot where the rifing whirlwind doadi the pUiniW 935 
S«ak in fiift dot the migligf chief revgupa^ 
And flielch*d ia death, foigjet^ the ^tiding sem I 
Now flaming from the Z^sif*^ £§; had driv*!^ 
H b fervid orb thco* haV the Tank of heaVn f^ 
While on each hofl with e^nal te^ipcl f^ 94^ 

The fliow^mig datts,, aod aoiubfii fimli t^ kdjL 
But when his evening wfaeek oVknag tbe m^o, 
Gbid cooqnefl refted on die Gfrnm train. 
Then from amidft die tomnh and alaras. 
They draw the conquered corie, and radiant vms^ 945 
Then ra(h Fatreclus with new fury g}ow8» 
And breathing flaaghter» poors aaud the fbei. 
Thrice on the pre6 like Mars hiinfelf he flew» 
And thrice three heroes at each oofet flew. 
There ends thy glory! these the £|tei ontwme 950 

The lall^ black remnant of fb bright a line ^ 
Jpollo dreadful flops thy ^niddle way ; 
Death calls, and heaf 'n allows no loQger cUy f 

T. 952* ApoUo drtadfulf &c.< If Bpmer b sdobed tQ ^ aii| 
thing eztraordmarjr, or arbitnrjr, whkh his xttAtn may not rcrj 
well Tcli/h, he takes care however to prepsfc them- b» <kanv for 
lecdving fnch innovations. He had hefore given us a iketch of this 
trick of the Gods in the thirteenth book, where Ai^WibTit jU- 
€atkou$ much in the fame manner. J^oUo here carries it » littk 
farther ; and both theie are ff ccimeos of: wb«t WC lie to vmS^h^m 
Miuervfi at thc doth of lltSftr ia //. aa. 

For 
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For lo f the God in ^^fo^y doudt eDihriA*dy 
Approachiog ^kalt a (bggVing blow behiiKl. 955 

The weighty (hock his neck and (hoolders feel; 
His eyes fiarfh fparkles, his ftiinnM fenfes rt€i 
In giddy darknefs : Far to difbtKe fitmg. 
His bounding helmet 00 the diampaia nmg. 
Achilla'' phiQie is ftainM with daft and gore ; 96c 

That plume wiricb never doop'd to earth before. 
Long us*d, ontOQchM, in fighting fields to fhine. 
And (hade the temples of the man divine. 
J9%;e dooms it cow on He3or*z helm to nod ; 
Not long^— — for ftte porfues him, and the God. 965 

His ipear in ihivers fells : His ample ihield 
Drops from his arm : His baldrick ftrows the field : 
The eorfelet his aftonifhed breaft forfakes : 
Loofe is each joint ; each nerve with horror fhakes. 
Stupid he dares, and all afiiilfcfs (lands : 97^0 

Such is the force of nrK>re fhm mortal hands. 

A Dardan yontb there was, well known to feme. 
From Pantbus fprang, Enph^rhui wis his name ; 
Fam*d for the manage of the jfoamiftg horff, 
Skiird in the dart, aad matchkfs ill the courfe: 97^ 

Fall twenty Knights he tumtrfed front the car. 
While y^ he leamM his radfmonts of war. 
His vent'rous fpear firft drew the hero's gore : 
He (h'ook, he wounded, bm he darft no more; 
Nor tko* diTarm'd, Patroclus* fury flood ; 9^0 - 

Bot fvift withdrew the long-{irotended wood. 
And tumM him (hort, and herded in the croud. 
Thus, by an arm divioe, and mortal fpear. 
Wounded at oace, Patroclus yields to fear^ 

L z itethts^ 
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Retires for fuccour to bis focial train, 985 

And flies the fate» which heav'n decreed, in vaio. 

Stern HeSfof as the bleeding chief he views. 

Breaks thro' the ranks, and hb retreat purfaes : 

The lance arreds him with a mortal wound ; 

He falls, earth thunders, and his arms refound. 990 

With him all Greece was funk ; that moment all 

Her yet-furviving heroes feem*d.to fall. 

So fcorch'd with heat, along the defart (bore. 

The roaming lion meets a brifUy boar, 

Fafl by the fpring ; they both difpute the flood, . 995 

With flaming eyes, and jaws befmear'd with blood; 

At length the fovVeign favage wins the (lrife» 

And the torn boar refigns his third and life. 

Patroclus thus, 4b many chiefs overthrown. 

So many lives effus'd, expires his own. lodo 

As dying now at HcSor'% feet he lies. 

He ftemly views him, and triumphmg cries : 

Lie there, Patroclus! and with thee, the joy 
Thy pride once promised, of fubverting 7roy ; 
The fancy M fcenes of Uion wrapt in flames, icof; 

And thy foft pleafures (erv'd with captive dame&f 
Unthinking roan ! I fought thofe towers to free. 
And guard that beauteous race from lords like thee: 
Bit thou a prey to vulturs ihalt be made; 
Thy own Achilles cannot lend thee aid ; 1010 



V. J009, Lie there t Patroclus \ Gff.} There is much fpifit iik 
tlus farcafm of HeSior upon Patroclus : Nor is Acbillei exempt from 
the feverity of the reflections who (as he imagines) had perfuadcd 
h)s deareft friend to attempt exploits that were impra^icable. He 
touches him alio, for laying at home in fecurity bimfelf, and ea- 
cfuraging Patroclus to undertake this perilous adventure, aad to iieek 
4fte^ i^)Qils which he was never \Xif^ t9 enjoy. Eufladiw* 

I Tl»* 



I 
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Tho* much at parting that great chief might (ay. 

And much enjoin tbee» this important day. 

" Return nott my brave friend (perhaps he fiud) 

** Without the bloody arms of He^or dead. 

He fpoke, Patroclus march*d, and thus he fped. 10 15 

Supine, and wildly gaeing on the (kies. 
With faint, expiring breath, the chief replies. 

Vain boafter I ceafe, and know the powers divine, 
Jove'i and JpolUh is this deed, not thme ; 
To heav'n is ow'd whatever your own you call, 1020 

And heav'n itfelf di(arm*d me e*er my fall. 
Had twenty mortals each thy match in mighty 
Opposed me fairly, they had funk in fight: 
By fate and Pbcehu was I firft overthrown, 
Eupborbui next ; the third mean part thy own. 1025 

Bat thou, imperious f hear my lateft breath $ 
The Gods infpire it, and it founds thy death. 
Infalting man, thou (halt be foon, as I ; 
Black fate hangs o'er thee, and thy hour draws nighf 



V«iO£i. -"--^Meat my tatejf hrtathf. 
The Gods imjfift it'-^^\ 

It 11 in opinioB of great aatiqoity, that when the foul 11 oo the point 
of being delivered from the body, and makci a nearer approach to tht 
divine nature, at fuch a time itt views are ftronger and dearer, and 
the mind endowed vnth a fpirit of true predion. So Artemon of 
Mfikfum fays in his book of dreams, that when the ibul hath col* 
lc£ied all its powers from every limb and part of the body, and is juft 
teady to be ievered from it, at that time it becomes prophetical. £d- 
irata aifo in his defence to theAthaiiatu, « I am now arrived at the 
** verge of life, wherein it is familiar with people to foretell whfit 
** will come to pad.** Euftatbius, 

This opinion ieems alluded to in thefe admirable lines oifFalkn 

Leaviag the old, hotb noarldt tt once they vievf, 
Wbo^fiaiid¥]^ntbttbrefiQUfoftbene%9n i' 
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£v*n DOW OB Iifc*t laft verge I fee tbee ftaad, 1039 

1 fee thee fall, and by AchiUei' hiiuk 

He ^imi ; the foul QDwilliog wingi her way, 
(The beaateouft body left a load of day) 

- FGci 



V, 1032. 'TU death of Patrochis. J 1 (bmelimes think I mi hi 
refpeft to Hemtr much Jike Sojubo fanta with regard t» Shm S^ote, 
I believe upon the whole that no mortal ever caifce near hJxxi for wif- 
dom, learning, zni all good cfualtties. But rometimea tiMre are cer- 
tain ftarts^ which I cannoC tell what to make of, and am forced t» 
own that my mafter is a little out of the wajc, if not quite befide 
himfelf. The preft-nt paflfagc of the? death of Patrcdut^ attended 
wi.h fo maoy odd circuoiAances to overthrcnv this hero^ (who might 
for all I can fee^ as decentiy have fallen by the force of BtSor) are 
what I am at a lofs to exeuie> and mufl indeed (in my own opiaion) 
gi?e them up to the criticks. X really thiak alsnoft all ihoie paitt ifl 
Homer which have been objeflcd againil with moft clamoor and fory, 
art honeflly deiinfible, and none of them (to confeft my prirate 
fentiment) feem t^ me to be lauUa of any confidecation, except tte 
condudt in the death of Patrocluiy the length of Neft^r^ difcourfe in 
lib, 11. the fpeech ofAdtVeis horfe in the ?9th, the conveHation of 
that hero with juntas in Hh. ao. and the manner of ii^<3or*t flight 
round the walls of Trey, lib, 22. I hope after fo free a confeflion, 
no reafonable modem will think me touched with the *Of<i.9po|Eii£ti>i« 
of Madam Dacier and others. 1 am fenfible of the extremes which 
mankind run into, in extolling and depreciating authors : We are not 
more violent and unreasonable in at^ndring theie who are not yet 
cftiblifhed in fame> tka» in defcading thofe who are, even in every 
minute trifle. Fame is a debt, which when we have kept from pco- 
^% as- long at we oon, we pay with a prodigieos iotercft, whici 
amounts to twice the value of the pnacipal. Thus 'tis, wickaa- 
cient woaks aa with a«cient coins, theyt pais for a vaft deal fliare 
than they were worth at firft; and the very obfiniricias aik^defionnitiat 
which time has thrown upon them, are the &crcd auA^ which eo* 
haaoes their value with all true lovers of antiquity. 

But as I have owneJ what feem my author's faolt«> and Aihfcribed 
to the opinion of Homce, that Homer lometimet nods ; I think I 
ought to add chat of Longmus as to fuch negligences. I can no way 
lb well conclude the notes to this book as with the tranflation «f it. 

" It- may not be improper to difcufa tlie queftion in general^ which 
** of the two is the more eftimahle, a faulty fublime, or a faultlefa 
** medidcrity ? And confequently, if of two works, one has the 
*^ greater number of beauties, and the other attaint dir^^Jy to the 
** Jt4>Jime, which of tiicfc fliall \u e^uvt^ cairy the priae ? I am 
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Flits to the lone^ QQeomfbrteble cotft 1 
A naked, wand'ring, nelancfaol/ gholll 1039 

Thea 

<< really perfuaded that the true fublime is incapahk of that pi^rky^ 
«< which we find in the compofitions of a lower ftrain, and in dFeft 
*' that too viuch accurafiy fmki the (fiut o^an author ; wktreas tke 
** cafe is generally th9 fame with the favourites oi nature, and thofe 
** of fortune, who with the beff (economy cannot, in the great 
« abundance the; <ie bleft widi* aitsod to dba aiiautn actides of 
** their expcnce» Writers of a cool imagination are cautious in their 
** management, and venture nothing, merely to gain the charaAet 
*f «f being correift; b«t the fobiii»r i&boMand caterprisiBg, wiXf 
" wirhftanding tint on every advance the danger incrcafeth. Here 
" probably fome will fay that men take a mahcxms fatisfa^orv 
« in expofing the blemiihes of ao muithM- $ that hit errors tie 
** never forgotj^ while the moft exq^uifice beauties leave but very 
" imperfe£l traces on the memory. To obviate this objection, I 
« will folemnly declare*, that in mf coiiticiAst oq Ucmer and otbct 
« authors, who are univerfalTy allowed to be authentick Aaadards of 
** the fublime, though I have cenfurrd their failings with at much 
" freedom as an>f ox^ vet I haioe not pcefumed to accujGe them of 
" voluntajry faults^ but ka,ve gcatly remarked fi)nie little dcfe^ ao^ 
«< negligeoclesy which the mind, beings intent on nobler Ideas did 
*' not condefcend. to regard, ^odon thefe principles I will ventucf 
*^ to lay it down for a maxim, that the Giblima (purely on accovot 
« of its grandeur) ia pre£erabic to all other kinds of (t^le, however 
'' it may fail into fome inequalities. The ^ganautidtt of A^l^ 
'* mm aoB faulitkft in their kind; ai«d TbeocrStus hath (hewn the * 
<< hapoieft veia imaginahkr for paftorais, excepting thofe in whicb 
** be nas deviated trom the country : And yet if it were put ta 
**- your chqice,. WQold you have yoiir name de(i:en4 to pofleri^ witb 
" the reputation of eithor of thofe poets, rather than vith that of 
** Hamtrf- NotlWag can be more cocred. than the Erigoiu. of Erafot 
** fthefux : but is he therefore a greater poet thaa Arcbilochuiy la 
«' whofe compoiures porfpicuity and order are often wanting ^ th« 
« divine fiicy. of his genius being too impatient for reftraint, anil 
" fuperior to law I Again, do yoa- prefer the odes of Btfccbilidts, X/^ 
« Fwdar'%9 or the fcenes of Itm of G^ioi to tho(e of SofkaeUi f Tbeif 
<( writing^ are allowed to be corre^, polite, and delicate } whereat, 
<' on the other hand, Pindar and Sophocles fometimes hurry on with 
«' the greateft impttuofity> and like a dtvonring flame fche and fet 
*< on fire whatever conies in their way ^ hut on c M^ett the con- 
** fiagiation ii extinguifited, and they miferahly flag when no body 
*' expedls it. Yet none have fo little dlfcemment, as not to prefer 
** the fingle Otdipui of ScftotUs to ail the Tragedkt that iMr ever 
" brought on Jfl»c flajt, _■ 
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Then Heaor paufing, as hb eyes he fed 
On the pale carcafe» thus addrefsM the dead. 

From whence this boding fpeech, the ftem decree 
Of death denounced, or why denounced to me? 
Why not as well JcbilUs* fate be giv'n 1040 

To Heaor\ laoce ? Who knows the will of hear'n ? 

Peniive he faid ; then preffing as he lay 
His breathleft bofom, tore the laoce away ; 
And upwards calls the corps : The reeking fpear 
He (hakes, and charges the bokl charioteer. 1045 

But fwift Automdon with loofenM reins 
Rapt in the chariot o*er the diflant plains. 
Far from his rage th' immortal courfers drove; 
Th* immortal courfers were the gift of Jove. 



** In our ^ecifions therefore on the chandlers of thele great men, 
" who have Uluftrated what is uieful and neceflary with all the 
" {racet and elevation of ftyle; we muft impartially confefs that, 
V with all their errors, they have more perfe^ons than the nature 
'* of man can almOft be conceived capable of attaining : For *tis merely 
" human to excel in other kinds of writing, but the fublimt enno- 
" bletdh our nature, and makes near approaches to divinity : He who 
** commits no faults, is barely rtad without cenlure ; but a genius 
*' truly great excites admiration. In Aort the magnificence of 
" a fingle period m one of theie admirable authors, is fuffiaent to 
.** atone for all their Aeft&s : Nay farther, if any one ihould collet 
•* from Hcmer, Demofibenn, Plato, and other cekbrated heroes of 
*< antiquity, the little errors that have efcaped them j they wot^d 
•« not bear the leaft proportion to the infinite beauties to be met with. 
** io every page of their writings. 'Tis on this account that envy, 
*< through fo many ages, hath never been able to wreft from them 
** the prize of eloquence which their meriti have fo jufUy acquirM v 
** An acquifition which they ftiU are, and Will in all prohabiiity 
^ continue poflefTed of, 

** jiM long at ftreami in JUvn maxa rwve, 

^ Or ffring wisb annual grten rtn«w% tht gMve^* 

Mr, FentoD* 
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